
  

 

Sunday Afternoon Teas 
 

4th August – 2nd September 
 

2.30 pm—4.30 pm 
 

Church Hall 
 

Come & join us: Eat Cake & Chat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cl ifton 
Chronic les  

August 2024  
£ Price less, free to every home in Cl i fton  
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Advertisement Page A 

 
RTPI Chartered Planning 

Consultant 
 

Planning advice, statements, 
and written representations. 

 

www.goplanning.co.uk 
ben@goplanning.co.uk 

http://www.goplanning.co.uk
mailto:ben@goplanning.co.uk
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The Clifton Chronicles 

July 2024 
Summer is here and Clifton is Blooming Lovely! It was a great event 
which I hope the Parish Council will repeat next year.  
 
Lots of social events during the summer Field Good Fridays and 
Sunday Afternoon Teas in the Church Hall, to name but 2, get 
involved, come and along and enjoy! 
 

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed 
free to each of the 1700+ houses in Clifton entirely by a friendly 
team of over 60 volunteers. The Chronicles is funded mainly by its 
advertisers so do please look at the yellow pages and see the wealth 
of local businesses in and around out village, without them supporting 
us we couldn't deliver this magazine to your house each month.  

 

All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general 
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the right 
to make decisions on content.  Please e-mail contributions to: 
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 
 

As always the Chronicles is available on line: www.clifton-beds.co.uk 
 

Kathy Blackmore, Editor 
 

 Next edition: September, copy by: 14th August  
 

Email: chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

P Contents (Alphabetic)  

34 Advertising Index 

22, 31 All Saints Academy CASA 

8 Care Scheme now CGNS 

6 Church Ministry Column 

 Clifton Calendar 

32, 33 Other Churches 

15-17 Parish Council 

P Contents ctd 

27 Planning 

30 Police Statistics 

6 Registers 

 CRA, Residents’ Assn  

10 Samuel Whit. Academy 

4-5 Who’s Who in Clifton 

30 WI 

mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:www.clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Rector  
Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, 
Clifton. rector4clifton@gmail.com 

01462 

615499 

Churchwarden Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451 

Readers 
Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 

Peter Topley, The Rectory 

811303 

615499 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

Peter Maundrell,  

24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 

314621 

PCC Treasurer Philip Dawes, 58 Church Street 816074 

PCC Secretary Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451 

Church Hall 
Bookings 

Ruth and Kevin Gray 
21 Fairground Way 

812820 

Bell-ringing Cpt 
Russell Brown 
10 Arnhem Place, Shefford 

631057 

Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820 
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Head-teacher Miss Rebecca Byrne 628444 

School  
Governors 

Chair: Milton Guffogg 

Vice-chair: Carol Weller 

07717 
155223 
07557 

949488  

School Bookings School Office 628444 

PTA Email: pta@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk  
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Parish Council  
 

Chairman 
 

Clerk (Community 
Centre bookings) 

 

Steve Langton, 45 Church Street  
 
 

Kerri Kilby  

clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk 

07721 
885672 

07547 
129038  

MP: Alistair 
Strathearn   Alistair.strathearn.mp@parliament.uk  

0207 219 
6004 

Councillors 
Henlow, Arlesey, 
Henlow Camp & 
Stondon 

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 
Henlow SG16 6PH, 
Drew Richardson  
David Shelvey  

0300300 
8563 

 

 

Who’s Who in Clifton p1 

Continued on Page 5 

mailto:rector4clifton@gmail.com
mailto:pta@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk
mailto:clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk
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Editor 
Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage, 

47 Church Street, Clifton 
646371 

Advertising 
Advertising year runs May to April 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk  
646371 

Distribution Ann Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596 
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Brownies, 
Rainbows & 
Rangers 

www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Cricket Club 

Chairman: Daniel Good   

Email: cliftonbedscc@gmail.com 

V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129 

07854 
901069 

Friends All 
Saints Church 

Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close  
k.pledger@ntlworld.com 

629020 

Football Club Jason Shacklock 816881 

Golf Society (GLS) John Wall 
07968 

303340 

Good  CGNS (CCS) 07817 

Guides firstcliftonguides@outlook.com     

HATS Drama 
Group 

Pete Winfield 
07971 
962411 

Langford  
Tennis Club 

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 
Contact; Paul Metcalfe 

700991 

Police Contact 
The snr community officer:  
PS Adam Sugden, Based in Biggleswade  

01234 
842531 

Providence 
Baptist Church 

cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com   

Residents 
Association 

Amy Gardiner  
CliftonRASecretary@gmail.com  

07812 
792 974 

Scouts (All ages) gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk   

WI Sue Hyde  504335  

Woodlands 
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk  

office@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk 
811486 

Who’s Who in Clifton p2 

mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:www.girlguiding.org.uk
mailto:cliftonbedscc@gmail.com
mailto:k.pledger@ntlworld.com
mailto:firstcliftonguides@outlook.com
http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
mailto:CliftonRASecretary@gmail.com
mailto:gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk
mailto:www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
mailto:office@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
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Dear Friends, 
 
I wonder what book you are reading at the 
moment. There are so many good books that 
are on sale in the bookshops or online; but 
interestingly enough still the bestselling book 
across the world is the Bible! The first four 
books of the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are 
accounts of Jesus' life and ministry often referred to as the gospels. 
Reading the gospels is like reading the journals of four friends who went 
on a road trip together. 
 
For some of us we may be undertaking a spiritual journey or just finding 
some space in our busy lives. The weather isn’t important, since walking 
in the rain or a touch of warm sun can both be beneficial to our 
wellbeing. 
 
So if you have a holiday planned, with bags packed and journeys ready 
to embark upon or just sitting somewhere restful, maybe settle down 
with the Bible and relax instead and travel with Jesus on one of his road 
trips! 
 
Whether you travel in company or alone I pray this prayer from St 
Patrick (373-464) for you: 
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 

Every blessing Revd Caren 

Toddler Group 
All Saints’ Church, Clifton 
Every Monday 2.00—3.00 
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All Saints’ Church Clifton Services 
 

Sundays: 
   

11.00 am Parish Communion 1st, 3rd  

  Family Service, 2nd  

  Morning Prayer, 4th 

10.30 am  Messy Church 4th Sunday (Church Hall) 

6.30 pm Evensong, 3rd Sunday 

10.00 am Benefice Service  5th Sunday at Clifton, Haynes or  Southill  
   

  

Wednesdays:  

10.00 am  Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 

For details of church services see: https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/ 

All Saints’ Church, Clifton 
From the Registers 

 

Baptisms: 

 14th July  Hendrix 

 21st July   Luke 

Next Messy Church in the Hall 

22nd September  
Church Hall, 10:30 am 

Come and join the fun! 
 

4th Sunday of the month 

https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/
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CGNS Tea & Chat on Wednesdays 
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, 2.00 - 4.00 

 

 

■ 14th August  
■ 28th August 
■ 11th September 

 

 

 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month 

For help with transport ring: 07817 614654 

CLIFTON GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

RESULT!! 
 
All that persistence and hard work paid off as our recruitment 
campaign produced a new driver to the ranks of the volunteers. Not 
many I hear you say. But for the CGNS any addition to our numbers 
is worth all the effort as it means we will be able to continue to 
serve the village a little more easily and take the pressure off 
existing volunteers. 
 
The number attending Tea & Chat at the beginning of July was the 
largest ever! We had to set up more tables and chairs than usual to 
accommodate all the folks that turned up. We must be doing 
something right. It is very rewarding to witness the friendship and 
camaraderie that has developed between volunteers and Tea & 
Chatters. Long may it continue. 
 

"If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or if you need our 
help just call...... 

07817 614654 
........ and one of our co-ordinators will do their best to help. To assist 
us in meeting requests please try and give at least 24 hours notice of 
your requirements. 
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Church Floodlighting Sponsors:  

August 

Sponsor Dedication 

Jane Mortimer (Parry) 
In loving memory of my dear husband 

Rhoderick Parry 
16 December 1950 - 14 August 1997 

All Saints’ Church Clifton   

Let there be Light 

To mark your special occasion in this way and help us keep our 

church safe contact: benefice.admin@clifton-beds.co.uk  

or 01462 816451 

Churchyard Working Parties 
We are holding working parties on the second 
Saturday of each month between March and 
October. In these sessions we aim to tidy different 
areas of the Churchyard and Graveyard to help them 
be a welcoming and  tranquil place for all who visit. 
 

August off next one: 
 

Saturday 14th September 
9:30am—12:30 pm  

 

Do come and join us, please bring any tools  
Refreshments will be served 

Summer Concert 

All Saints Church  
 

This event raised: £496.50 
 

For All Saints Church Fabric & St John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger 

mailto:benefice.admin@clifton-beds.co.uk


10 

 

I hope you are enjoying the sunshine. I am writing to update you on 
some of the exciting events and achievements at Samuel Whitbread 
Academy. First and foremost, I would like to congratulate our Year 11 
and Sixth Form students on their excellent approach to their exams. I 
know that they have all worked incredibly hard, and I am confident that 
they will achieve the results they deserve in August.  

I would also like to thank our staff for their hard work and dedication in 
running many successful trips. These have included a Food trip to 
Disneyland Paris, Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and 
several Geography field trips. These trips provide our students with 
valuable opportunities to learn and have experiences outside the 
classroom. 

A special thank you to Dr Haynes for organising the model United 
Nations event this week. This was a great opportunity for our students to 
engage with global issues and develop their public speaking skills. We 
plan to run this competition again next year for every tutor group and 
possibly across the Trust. 

I am very impressed with our new Student Leadership Group. They have 
already come up with several ideas for improving the school next year, 
and I am excited to see what they will achieve. 

I would like to thank all of our students who took part in our Summer Arts 
Festival. This was a fantastic event that showcased the talents of our 
students in art, dance, drama, singing and music. It was also wonderful 
to see performances by pupils from our local schools. 

Recently, a group of our students led an assembly at Shefford Lower 
School and I would personally like to thank them for their enthusiasm and 
mature approach as they took on this daunting task. The head teacher, 
Mrs Ross, was very impressed and wrote to say how much the pupils 
enjoyed it. 

This has been another fantastic year for sport at Samuel Whitbread 
Academy. Our students have competed in a number of competitions and 
have achieved some excellent results. Our U15 girls' football team 
secured a triumphant victory, clinching the district cup at Etonbury. 
Adding to the excitement, our Year 9 boys' football team achieved an 
impressive feat, triumphing in the county cup against Vandyke Upper and 
completing the double win. 

Nick Martin, Principal 
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Advertisement Page B 

Contact:  Pam Rogers 
                 01462 811496 
                 07733 943246 
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To advertise in this 
space please contact: 

 

The Editor 
 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

01462 646371 

 

   

PETER H WRIGHT 

&SON 
(Plumbing & Heating Limited) 

 

Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel & 

Solar Installations 
 

‘Glenmore’, New Road, Clifton 
 

Tel: 07791 975104 

        01462 814623 

Advertisement Page C 

Plumbing  

Kitche n Refurbishment s  

Bathr oom Refurbishment s  

Painting  

Tiling  

General Maintenance  

 

Contact J ohn on 07 795 432607  

jdspr opertyservices@hotmail.com  

Tel:01462
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Advertisement Page D 
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To advertise in this 
space please contact: 

 

The Editor 
 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

01462 646371 

 

 

 

Advertisement Page E 

07950 717555 

• Clifton based, available 7 days a week 

• Over 25 years industry experience 

• Advertising on Rightmove, Zoopla and 

Prime Location 

• Personal service from start to finish 

• Free residential and probate valuations 

Call Chris on 07468 48 88 18 
or visit chrismacsweeney.exp.uk.com 

Chris MacSweeney—Personal Estate Agent 
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Without wishing to distract you from your well-earned summer break, 
here’s a couple of questions to ponder whilst sipping an ice-cold drink, or 
two. 

Question one. No conferring. 

Does Clifton need a lollipop lady? (or, to stop me getting abused on 
social media, a lollipop man). We only ask because this was suggested 
at one of our committee meetings and we thought it was a nice idea. 
However, as you would expect these days, there are hoops aplenty to 
leap through, so it makes sense to ask the residents of Clifton if it is a 
good idea before we make a lot of work for ourselves. For the record, we 
would need two lollipop ladies, (or men), one for morning and another for 
the afternoon and to provide holiday and sickness cover. 

If you think it is a good idea or a bad idea, or if you would like a bit more 
information, please let us know.  

Bonus question. Confer as much as you like! 

Clifton now has a team of well-established litter pickers who commit to 
keeping a designated area, (usually the street where they live), free of 
litter. It works well under the banner of “Adopt a Clifton Pathway”. Of 
course, sometimes people move away and it’s a bit of a schlepp to drive 
down from Grimsby every week or so.  

Two people have recently told us they are about to leave Clifton. (Why 
would anyone do that?). As a result, we have a few vacancies. 
Equipment is of course provided, and you get to have your name or 
nickname on a sign at each end of your “patch”. 

If you would like to join our happy band of volunteers who help keep our 
village litter free, please get in touch. 

The email address for lollipops and litter is: 

clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk 

Thanks in advance of a multitude of responses… 

It’s the Spirit of Clifton! 



16 

 

Clifton in Bloom  
 

A massive thank you to all who entered and 
voted at Clifton in Bloom at the weekend! The 
quality of entries was fantastic, and we had just 
under 100 voters, with many positive comments 
(and promises to enter next year’s competition). 
 

Here are the winners. Prizes and certificates will 
be delivered by the end of the week. 

 
Finally, we would like to make the event even better next year and would 
welcome any thoughts about improvements by email to 
clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk or delivered to the Parish Council Office. 
 

Special thanks to All Saints Church who were good enough to provide 
the wonderful refreshments. 
 

Clifton Parish Council, http://cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk/category/news/                               

Category Ref Address Prize 

Front gardens and 
flower beds 

1st Prize  
 

2nd Prize 

 
 
A11 

 
 
15 Herberts Meadow 

£25 Gift Voucher 
donated by 

Southill Sawmills 

A02 51 Church St 
£10 Gift Voucher 

donated by  
Bickerdikes 

B01 The Admiral PH 

£25 Gift Voucher 
donated by 

Southill Sawmills 

Hanging baskets and 
planters 

1st Prize  
 

2nd Prize B03 22 Broad St 
£10 Gift Voucher 

donated by  
Bickerdikes 

Tallest Sunflower C01 Ashmore Family 
Measured at 2.69m 

£25 Gift Voucher 
donated by  

Arcade Nursery 

Flower Arrangement 
   Adult individual 

D01 Garden gate display £25 Gift Voucher 
donated by 

Southill Sawmills 
Flower Arrangement 
   Adult group 

E01 Craft and Chat £25 Gift Voucher 
donated by 

Southill Sawmills 
Flower Arrangement 
   Junior individual 

F No entries   

Flower Arrangement 
   Junior group 

G No entries   

mailto:clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk
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Clifton Bury Farm 

Sunday 29 September 
Entry forms on-line & from Baxters 

 

5k & 3k routes 
Off-road (tracks/grass) 

 

Start Times: 5k—12.30 / 3k - 12.35 

₤10 adult / ₤5 junior / £25 family ticket 

Refreshments available 
 

Entry forms and rules see website: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk 

Email: farmrun2024@clifton-beds.co.uk 

 

Profits: Clifton All Saints’ Church  

Clifton 
Bury 
Farm Danny Barker Web Design 

01462 
819909 

Courtland Services Partnership 

Computer sales 
& maintenance 
01462 616973 

mailto:www.clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:farmrun2021@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Sunday Afternoon Teas 
 

4th August—2nd September 
 

2.30 pm—4.30 pm 
 

Church Hall 
Stanford Lane 

 
Everyone welcome to Clifton Church teas 

Every Sunday from 30th July until 27th August  

2.30 pm until 4.30 pm at the Church Hall 
 

Menu to include tea, coffee, cold drinks, cake & scones 
 

Come & join us: Eat Cake & Chat 
 

Funds raised for All Saints Church 
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 Shefford Art Society 

Art Exhibition 2024 
 

21st & 22nd September  
 

10.00 am—4.00 pm 
         
Original Work by Local Artists 

     
 Free Entry 

 Raffle 

 Refreshments 
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 2024 EXCURSIONS 
– 4th THURSDAY OF MONTH!  

Call 0300-123-3023 or e mail: thewanderbus@gmail.com  

22 August  
Stowe House & 
Gardens, Bucks. 

Entry Fee £24.00 House & 
Gardens. Bus Fare £12.50 

Included in the £24.00 entry fee - House Tour Cost incl. Tea/Coffee & Biscuits. 
After House Tour we will drive to the Gardens entrance where there is a café for 
refreshments. National Trust members get free entry to the Gardens (Saving 
£13.00 – mention when booking)  

26 Sept Bletchley Park, MK Entry Fee £ 19.50. Bus £10.00           

Bletchley Park is an English county house and estate, Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
that became the principal centre of Allied code-breaking during the World War 
2. Guided tour available foc. 

24 October 
Rushden Lakes 
Centre, Rushden,  

No entry charge. Bus Fare 
£15.00 

From big brand fashion to local independents, Rushden Lakes has something 
for everyone. Everyday essentials meet fashion favourites, and all of this is 
combined with lots of delicious places to eat, drink and relax. A walk around the 
lakes or a large Waitrose just over the bridge with Rushden Town Centre a 
short walk away. 

28 Nov Christmas Market TBA TBA 

HATS DRAMA GROUP 
Presents 

COMMUNICATING DOORS 
A comedy thriller by Alan Ayckbourn 

 

FRIDAY 18 OCTOBER 

SATURDAY 19 OCOBER 

SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER 
 

CURTAIN 7.30PM (Doors open 7pm) 

Meppershall Village Hall, Walnut Tree Way, SG17 5AB 

Tickets £13, available online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama 

or phone 0333 666 3366, (Booking fees apply) 

www.hatsdramagroup.org.uk 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama
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Clifton All Saints Academy (CASA) 

On the 20th June we were delighted to receive 
confirmation from the Regional Schools Commissioner 
that our Change of Age Range application was approved. 
The school’s age range will be lowered from 4 years to 2 
years. This means the Woodlands Pre-School will merge 
with Clifton All Saints Academy from the 1st September 
2024. Clifton All Saints Academy is proud to offer pre-school provision for 
the first time and provide high quality education for children from the age of 2 
to 11 years old.  

As part of this work, the school has worked closely with Central Bedfordshire 
Council to secure in excess of £120,000 of funding to make much needed 
improvements to the current pre-school building both internally and 
externally. We have also worked closely with the Early Years Team at 
Central Bedfordshire Council and have secured further funding to provide 
the pre-school with completely refurbished resources and furniture in time for 
September. We are also very fortunate that the current pre-school staff are 
staying with us and becoming part of the Clifton All Saints team. If you are 
looking for pre-school provision, please get in touch with the school office 
school@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk as we have spaces available for the 
September term.  

As the end of term has approached, we have enjoyed a fabulous summer 
fayre hosted by our wonderful PTA. So many of our families and the local 
community visited us during the afternoon and helped raise vital funds for 
the school.  

We also enjoyed taking part in Clifton in Bloom and although our sunflowers 
had grown well, they hadn’t quite bloomed in time! We are so grateful to the 
Parish Council for involving the children and school in such a wonderful 
event. We are already planning our contribution for next year!  

Our Key Stage Two children produced a spectacular show ‘The Mystery at 
Magpie Manor’ and blew us away with two breath-taking performances. We 
even had some appearances from our very own Agatha Christie and Charlie 
Chaplin! 

Finally, I wanted to share some wonderful feedback with you from a parent 
who is new to our school. It really demonstrates our approach to supporting 
our children and families here at Clifton:  

‘I cannot thank the entire school community enough for supporting my 
child in their transition to Clifton. They are the happiest I have seen them 
in any setting and it shows in their self-confidence, social relationships 
and academic outcomes. Thank you for supporting them this year! ’’  

We do have some school places in Years 1, 5 and 6 so please get in touch if 
you are looking for a school place for September. 

mailto:school@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk
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Advertisement Page H 

 

  

JW BAXTER    

High class family butcher 01462 812263  

 

 Free range Pork 

 English Beef, Lamb, Poultry & Game  

 Award winning Sausages 

 Large range of Meats & Packs, both for BBQs & Freezing  

 Home made Pies, Fruit Pies & Cakes  

 Fresh local seasonal Vegetables  

 A carefully selected range of Cheeses, Cooked eats, Pre-
serves & Pate 

Local Deliveries available 
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Chiropodist 
 

Graeme Harley 
M.S.S.CH  M.B.CH.A 

 
Home Visits 

 
H.P.C. Registered 

No. CH23479 

 
15 West End 

Elstow 

 

Mob: 0773 910 1396 

Advertisement Page I 

 
 
 
 
 

No Fuss, No Mess, No Harsh Chemicals 
We clean and repair all makes of Ovens,  
Ranges, Hobs, Microwaves and BBQ’s 

 

Call Chris on 
07878 444559  

or 07954 300043 
E: info@ovencleanandrepair.co.uk 

www.ovencleanandrepair.co.uk 

Friendly and Reliable service 
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Clifton Planning Applications Update 
Central Beds Decisions at 12th July 2024 

  
CB/24/01718/FULL – 12th June – The Diary, New Road, 
SG17 5JL. Erection of a 2 storey front and side extension.  
Consultation Period. 

CB/24/00921/FULL - 10th June – Clifton Cricket Club, Stanford Road 
SG17 5EU. Erection of new club pavilion. Consultation Period. 

CB/24/01328/FULL – 7th June – Woodlands Pre School, Church Street 
G17 5ES. Further 5 years on temporary classroom. Awaiting Decision. 

CB/24/01547/FULL – 5th June – 52, Herberts Meadow, S17 5FU. 
Erection of single storey side car port. Consultation Period. 

CB/01431/LDCP – 16th May – 107, Clifton Road, SG17 5AG. Loft 
conversion & roof alterations. Granted. 

CB/00811/FULL – 2nd May – 7, Herberts Meadow, SG17 5FU. Two 
storey side/rear extension with parking space. Granted. 

CB/24/00575/FULL – 11th March – 28, Church Stret, SG17 5ET. Single 
storey new dwelling. Awaiting Decision. 

CB/24/00528/FULL – 27th February - 65, Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ. 
Single storey rear building. Granted. 

CB/23/03567/FULL 15th November – 39, Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ. 
Erection of new 2 bed bungalow. Awaiting Decision. 

The Appeal against the proposed 16 new dwellings on the land 
north of Stockbridge Road has been dismissed. 

Tony Hyde – Clifton Action Group 
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The Rev Canon Bill Ritson 
Rector All Saints Church Clifton, 1969—1976 

Every Anglican cathedral needs an influential figure 
behind the scenes who does not take things too 
seriously. 

As canon residentiary, chaplain to four bishops for 
two decades and secretary to the Diocesan Pastoral 
Committee and Board of Ministry for many years, Bill 
Ritson pricked pomposity admirably at St Albans 
Cathedral. 

The son of a churchwarden, he firmly resisted the complexities of the 
clerical mind that clog up diocesan committees. As such, his minutes and 
aides-memoir were often brilliant, if not hilarious, essays on life at the 
abbey and became keenly anticipated. 

A lay listener remarked: “Bill’s simple and uncomplicated faith, in which 
fun plays a large part, appealed in a very direct way to many lay folk.” At 
one St Albans Abbey feast, where the guest was Nigel Hawthorne — no 
stranger to the church’s Trollopian absurdity having played the 
archdeacon Dr Grantly in a masterful 1982 BBC adaptation of The 
Barchester Chronicles — Ritson’s introduction almost stole the actor’s 
thunder. On another occasion, much enhanced by cushions, he would 
mimic senior clerics in the Church of England. 

As a preacher Ritson gave sermons that were never longer than ten 
minutes, but would still be suffused with erudite references to films, 
novels and plays. When he retired there was standing room only at St 
Albans Abbey to wave him off. 

In one address, given both in Cambridge and in London, he spoke of Ian 
Charleson, the star of the film Chariots of Fire, who played Eric Liddell, 
the Scottish runner who refused to compete on a Sunday and, after 
winning the 400m gold at the 1924 Olympics in Paris, became a 
missionary in China and died in a prisoner-of-war camp there in February 
1945. 

Ritson told the tragic tale of Charleson’s last performance as Hamlet in 
1989 when aged only 40 and dying of Aids. “He said Shakespeare’s lines 
as if to encourage us all — a young actor frail and fragile at the very gate 
of death trying to encourage and affirm his fellow human beings: ‘Good 
night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest! ’ ” Ritson 
saw that, through inspired acting, the words of Shakespeare could lead 
us to be lights of courage to others. 
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The Right Rev Peter Walker, while lecturing at Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, where Ritson studied, had noticed that Ritson was so self-
effacing, never putting his goods in the shop window, that some dons 
had undervalued him. But when Ritson returned to preach at Corpus it 
was this outstanding sermon that connected with the contemporary life of 
the undergraduates. 

Gerald Richard Stanley Ritson was born in Sunderland in 1935 to 
Gerald, a lawyer, and Violet (née Cowell), a domestic science teacher. 
He was educated at Durham School and read classics and theology at 
Corpus. 

Bill, as he was known, came slowly to the decision to be ordained, 
influenced by his north-country parish, worship at Durham Cathedral and 
Walker, who perceived his gifts at Corpus. After two years of National 
Service in the army — during which he once demanded the name of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury from a group of late-night returning revellers as 
the barracks password — he trained for the priesthood at Lincoln 
Theological College. After being ordained in 1961 he served in various 
parishes in the diocese of St Albans before moving to the cathedral. 
Having cared for his elderly father, he demonstrated pastoral gifts of 
sensitivity and shrewdness, gently encouraging many young people who 
were considering a vocation to ministry. 

In 2000 he retired to a small flat within sight of the stage door of the Old 
Vic on the aptly named Mitre Road in southeast London. Here, his 
guests, sleeping in his study, faced a 6ft pile of theatre programmes and, 
outside, passages lined with film and Broadway posters as well as 
bookshelves crammed with theology and plays. 

He was invited to be an auxiliary priest at Southwark Cathedral by the 
dean, Colin Slee. Ritson also had special links with St Paul’s, the actors’ 
church in Covent Garden, and the Haymarket Theatre. He was a strong 
supporter of the ministry of women and alert to the need for down-to-
earth catholic ecumenism. Ritson was always available and his warm 
smile and alert and probing questioning won friends wherever he was. 

Widely read, he understood the questions and hesitations of many 
reflective English Christians. In later years he came out as gay and, in 
retirement, advised and mentored many young people who were 
struggling to find their identity. 

The Rev Canon Bill Ritson, Anglican priest,  
was born on March 23, 1935.  

He died on June 22, 2024, aged 89 

The Times Obituary 
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Crime Statistics for June 2024 
 

 ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY  
  02/06/2024 Harwood Lane 
  21/06/2024 Bilberry Road 
 

 PUBLIC FEAR ALARM OR DISTRESS 
  03/06/2024 Bilberry Road 
  07/06/2024 Clifton Road 
  18/06/2024 Windsor Gardens 
 

 SEXUAL 
  17/06/2024 Undisclosed 
  26/06/2024 Undisclosed 
 

 STALKING 
  27/06/2024 Undisclosed 

Clifton WI 

The Ascot Ladies Day at Stondon Golf Club, was a 
great success. The sandwiches and scones etc were 
particularly good. Several ladies had a winning 
horse. A happy occasion for those attending. 

Our Speaker for July, Elaine Mountford from Central Beds Council, came 
to talk about the varying forms of scams that are happening every day. 

They can be by post, at the door, on the phone and  on line. We learned 
that between 5 and ten million pounds is lost to Fraud in the UK each 
year!! We need to protect ourselves. Do not use the same password for 
everything. If you need to write them down, put this information in a safe 
place. Do not buy unsolicited items at the door. Do not divulge bank 
details etc. even if it feels it might be legitimate. I know it can see 
overwhelming, but scammers get more sophisticated every year. 

Unfortunately the Cricket Club is still not in a position to host our Annual 

Barbecue, we have opted to have lunch, on the 7th August at the Five 
Bells Henlow 12.30. If you did not get your name down, please do so 
promptly and ask for the menu. We will be paying individually on the day. 

In September we have a talk on the art of beekeeping. Bees are very 
important to our eco system. Items will be on sale. 

Have a good Summer. Visitors welcome 

Lesley Burton 07722357542 
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Clifton All Saints Academy’s 

CASA CUP 

Charity Golf Day 

Friday 27th September 2024 

Cainhoe Wood Golf Club 
 

Bacon roll, tea & coffee on arrival 
Teams of 4 to play 18 hole Florida Scramble 

 
followed by 

BBQ meal, presentation & raffle 
 

Prize for nearest the pin (for ladies and men) 
Prize for the longest drive (for ladies and men) 

 
£28 per person (Cainhoe Wood members) 

£43 per person (non-members) 
 

For further information  
and to enter please contact  

 
sswain@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk  

mailto:sswain@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 
Sunday Services 
*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3rd Sunday in the 
month. 
*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the 
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton. 
 

Mondays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church 
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church 
 

Wednesdays (term time) 
Coffeepot 12.00 noon - 1.30 pm at the Church 
 

Fridays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church  

 

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk 
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com 

 

 

Clifton Community Centre 

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped 
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on 
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to 
use this hall see: 

www.cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk 
 

To check availability and make a booking, please contact: 

clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk 

Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or 

Kevin Warren on 07546 239784 

Booking forms and conditions of hire can be downloaded  
from the website. 

http://www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
http://www.cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 

 

St Francis of Assisi,  
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford 
  

 Father   Fr Prasad Kasireddy MSFS  

 Deacon   Rev Peter Hyde   711702 

 Parish Secretary Rose Boulton   811547 

         

Sunday Services 

Mass 9.00 am 

 

Saturday Service 

TBA 

 
Shefford Methodist Church 

 
Minister:  Revd Lorna Valentine  813284 
 

Bookings: Chris & Peter  815069 
 

 Sunday Service 
 

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche  
facilities & refreshments afterwards. 
 

Other activities see the notice-board & 
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk  
 

 
Salvation Army, Stotfold 
 
Church Leaders:  Captains Adrian & Gemma Allen 
 
Contact:    01462-731072 
 
Sunday Services:  10.30 am    



34 

 

 Alphabetic Index of Advertisers 
Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them 

ge Business Name Page Business Name 

I AG Plumbing Services (Shefford) D 
James Bonfield Carpentry & 

Construction 

K ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd D 
James Cullip Decorating & 

Maintenance 

C Available C JDS Property Maintenance Services 

E Available J 
Julian Biggs Chimney Sweeping & 

Stove Installation 

D Carrie Molloy Beauty Therapist H Leeds Painting and Decorating 

J Chris Jones Property Services B Lucas, Huntley & Co 

E 
Chris MacSweeney - Personal 

Estate Agent 
C Marc Dellar Gardening Services 

I Comer Construction Services B Martin Roe Painting & Decorating 

K Courtland Services Partnership B Music Lessons 

J D P Building & Plastering Services I Oven Clean & Repair 

F Dr.Lawnmowers F P J Coles - Upholstery 

E Dynamic Theatre Dance School F Patrick Sinclair Logs 

D E. H. Crouch Funeral Directors C 
Peter H Wright & Son (Plumbing & 

Heating Ltd) 

C Foot Health Professional G RDG Plumbing & Heating Services 

G 
G & S Services Property 

Maintenance 
A Shefford Dental Surgery 

H George Alexander Living Spaces J Shefford Osteopathic Clinic 

G Get Fit With Tessa B Stefan Baltruschat Plasterwork 

A Go Planning F Stephen J Nott - Electrical Contractor 

I Graeme Harley Chiropodist D The Carpet Cleaner 

H Hing Hearing C The Home Fairy 

G Hing Opticians A The Peacock Café  

E I R Quince Monumental Mason Ltd B The White Rooms 

K J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer A W&H Peacock Auctioneers 

H J W Baxter Family Butcher   
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ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd 
EST 2004 

 

All building work undertaken 

Property Maintenance & refurbishments, Kitchens & Bathrooms 

All trades covered, free estimates & advice 

Fully insured & references supplied upon request 

Friendly and professional service 
 

Office 01462 624152 Mobile 07979 865527 
Email asb247@btinternet.com 

Web www.asb24-7.co.uk 

Advertisement Page K 

We cover Domestic and Commercial Plumbing and Heating work 
 

Boiler installation, servicing and repairs. 

Underfloor Heating Installation, servicing and repairs. 

General Plumbing and Heating repairs and servicing. 
 

Contact: info@jchildplumbing.co.uk 

01462 413413 

mailto:asb24-7@ntlworld.com

