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Who's Who

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
The Rectory

Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

Churchwardens Kevin Gray 812820
21 Fairground Way, Clifton
Chris Killick 647669
116 Shefford Road

Organist & Peter Maundrell 01767

Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

Church Hall Dorothy Brown 628982

Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton

Headteacher, Maureen Gravel | 628444

All Saints School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

School Governors Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale 850150
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray 812820

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Parish Council Barry Livesey 811385

Chairman 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Centre Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 813520

Bookings 10 Alexander Close, Clifton

MP Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close, 811992

Nadine Dorries High Street, Shefford

Councillors Mr P B Carne — District 857803

Meppershall & 6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall

Clifton Tony Rogers — District & County 816305
3 Poppy Hill, Hgnlow

CIPS (Clifton Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 812514

Preservation)

cips@clifton-beds.co.uk




ip Clifton

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 646371
47 Church Street, Clifton

Chronicles Advertising year runs May to April 811303

Advertising

Chronicles Don Gray 629690

Distribution Hitchin Lane, Clifton

Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767

Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net | 221428

Brownies 1 > Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton | 813724

Clifton

Brownies 2 ™ Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157

Clifton

Care Scheme 07817

614654

Dramatic Society Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216

Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063

Parent and Sue 01234

Toddlers 381091

Police Contact PC S Busby 01234
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 841212

The Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 811486
www.thewoodlands.ik.org

Providence Nick Rogers 07910

Baptist Chapel 353520

Rainbows Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125

Residents Joyce Tiney , Secretary 814902

Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton

All Scouts Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 813799
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers

Sunday School Suzanne Stapleton 811929

“Sunday Bunch” 2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow

Under Fives Patricia 850160
Paulette 3 629646

Wi Katherine Edwards 816334




s Hello and welcome
s 0 ‘% to another edition of the
gy Rector’'s Ruminations!

ﬂ Last month, much activity emanated from All Saints’

churchyard: we began using the Garden of Remem-
brance, the Archdeacon of Bedford came and ‘officially opened’
the aforesaid area, and Messieurs Outen and Topley gave a bril-
liant talk on the flora and fauna of our living churchyard. Parish-
ioners are quite blessed in the breadth and scope of living activity
ongoing in the churchyard. What we need now, is for everyone
to manage it responsibly.

This April brings with it the holy Christian festival of Easter, and
one of my favourite hymns or anthems called “Now the green
blade riseth”. It recalls the common life cycle of birth to death of
all living things, and recalls the powerful image of Jesus’ resur-
rection from the dead on Easter morning. It references the sow-
ing of seeds, and their growth, as well as the harvesting thereof.
The grassed areas in our churchyard are beautiful and teeming
with life. As a parish, we are now considering different ways of
maintaining our churchyard, both in a practical and respectful
way, as well as in an ecologically friendly way. Meanwhile, there
are two things we can do immediately, all of us, to help the PCC
in its maintenance regime, namely 1) understand that we are try-
ing to collect all grass cuttings and remove them from the church-
yard and 2) please join the PCC in refraining from using any and
all herbicides/pesticides/"weed-killers” on graves.

With prayer and proper devotion to duty, we can have a beauti-
fully maintained churchyard, while respecting as many of God’s
creatures as we practically can.

Happy Easter and Peace be with you! (Pax!)
Your Rector,
Mark-Aaron+



28FEBO0O9 Kylie Samantha Aspin to Michael Kay

20FEBO9 Peter Rothwell (RIP)

04MARO9  Stephen Richard Meadows (RIP)

All Saints Church—Open times

Every Monday: 10 am—12 noon
First Sunday of every month between 2 pm and 5 pm
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray.
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Q\)FTO(I) Clifton Chronicles Contributions

AII community groups are welcome to put news of
%@ONXO) events in the Chronicles each month—if you can email it

that is great because it saves time retyping but send
PLAIN TEXT no boxes or tables please.

If you are not able to email your contributions then please make sure
that they get to the School before noon on the 3rd April to get in
before the Easter holidays.

We want lots of people to put lots of things in the Chronicles but please
remember that all 40 people in the monthly production team are volun-
teers—please make our job as easy as possible.

Kathy Blackmore

Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

11.00 am and 6.00 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month

Mondays

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am

Wednesdays
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Fridays

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots.
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angellé@googlemail.com
Secretary: Nick Rogers, 079?0353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com




All Saints’ N R
Voluntary Aided . !
Lower School %

We are busy practising a whole school line dancing activity for Comic
Relief. We are all going to dress up as cowboys and do the dance
outside, weather permitting. The school council are always keen to
support this particular event and designed fliers to send out to remind
the children what to wear and to bring some pocket money to donate to
the charity. We are also doing a litter pick in the school grounds as part
of the Parish Council’s drive to enter Clifton into the Village of the Year
competition. This is quite a necessity at the moment because
somebody is throwing their garden waste over the school fence and
passers by are obviously doing the same with cans, bottles and
papers. | have reported this to the Parish Council and ask that people
don’t do this. We have to pay contractors to maintain the outdoor area
in school and asking them to clear litter in the woodland costs us
money.

Gill Richardson, our police community liaison officer, has been visiting
this term to speak to the children about road safety as part of their
“stepping out safely” training which happens every year.

The Easter children’s disco run by the PTA will have taken place by the
time this edition of the chronicles goes out. There is usually a very
good turn out for that event.

We mentioned the meeting for parents of children born between 1/9/05
and 31/8/06 in the last edition of the Chronicles, but got the month
wrong. The meeting is on Thursday 23rd April at 2.30pm.

Please look at our website

http://www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk/-

for information, newslefters and current events



All Saints School PTA A P,

Bags to School reminder om ]
Wednesday 22 " April . %} ;
As explained last month this is a scheme where 2
bags are issued to parents to fill with unwanted
clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags

which they then bring to the school to be collected. Approxi-
mately 95% of all items received are recycled.

This time we would like everyone in the village to partici-

pate. Those of you who have any of the above items, please put them
in a black bin liner and bring them to the school by 3pm on the day (we are

unable to store the bags). Bags can be brought by car and placed in
the disabled parking bay in front of Swallows classroom.

For safety reasons, please do not enter the car park between
8.45 am and 9.15am and 11.15am and 11.45am or after 3pm.

Thanks for helping. Happy Easter from all at the All Saints Lower
School PTA.

I"#" " $%
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The choir will lead the worship at All Saints’ Church Clifton in a
devotion ‘Lift High the Cross’. In addition to the singing of tradi-
tional Passiontide hymns, gospel readings and collects, the choir
will sing anthems including ‘God So Loved the World’® from
Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ and the spiritual ‘Were you there when
they crucified my Lord?’

Please come and worship with us on this special day at the be-
ginning of Holy Week.

10
Peter Maundrell, Organist and Choirmaster




The Woodlands !";g\
Pre School and f'é?f""!!

Extended Care woodlands

We are busy making gifts for Mothers’ Day and Easter this month
and also learning about Easter and what it means. We will be
taking the children to Church and also for some walks around the
village. At the end of term, we say goodbye to Lyra, Joshua,
Adam, Casey, Sophie, Jess, Elliott who will be starting Lower
School, and also to Mia who will now be a ‘full time’ Robin. We
wish them all well.

After the holidays, our theme will be baby animals and jungle ani-
mals and we hope to have some pets brought in to show the chil-
dren We will celebrate St George’s day and also be learning
about May Pole dancing and getting the children to join in.

We would remind you that early registration is recommended as
many sessions are currently full. Don’t forget that the School are
holding a talk regarding the new single intake on 23" April and
we will also be attending to help answer any questions.

Diary Dates

Last day of term — 3™ April, Bunny lunch and leavers ceremony
Easter Holiday club - 6™ — 9™ April.

Monday 20™ April — inset day, Woodlands closed

Monday 4™ May — May Day bank holiday, Woodlands closed
Half term — 26" — 29" May

Summer holiday club — 3" — 14™ August, please phone for de-
tails.

Contact us:
www.thewoodlands.ik.org, thewoodlandsl@btconnect.com
or 014621811486




NATURAL HISTORY IN
CLIFTON CHURCHYARD

Forty people attended the slide presentation in the Hall on 7th March.
This response and the interest shown (including by many who were
unable to get to the talk) has been very encouraging. We are grateful
to all those who came and to those who helped with the preparation of
the hall, provision of refreshments etc and clearing up afterwards.

TWO GUIDED TOURS OF THE CHURCHYARD'’S NATURAL HIS-

TORY ON:
SATURDAY 16th MAY
10.30 am AND AT 2pm

If you are interested to see some of the flora and fauna of the church-
yard do come along. If you would like further details then please con-
tact me. Two further walks will be scheduled sometime in September/
October.

Please do let me know of any interesting sightings of wildlife within the
churchyard or the parish as a whole.
Alan Outen

CLIFTON MOTHERS’ UNION

At our last meeting Mrs Jane Pavey gave us an interesting
talk on “Inside Westminster Abbey”. Every Wednesday
Jane and Mrs Sylvia Clarke go up to Westminster Abbey to
repair and make new Vestments for the Abbey. She had some won-
derful slides showing us the work they do and brought along samples
of the delicate needlework involved. We had several visitors joining us
to enjoy this very interesting afternoon.

On 21% April, Mrs Eileen Smith, our Diocesan President, will give a talk
on, “Cost of Relationship”, Mothers’ Union Theme for 2009. We will be
joined at this meeting by members of Letchworth Mothers’ Union.

We meet every third Tuesday of the month in the Church Hall at 2.p.m,
and welcome all visitors. 12



CLIFTON WI

Joanne welcomed 40 members & two visitors for our
A.G.M. - March 4", Usual business dealt with, and sec-
retary gave her report on our years activities. Joanne,
six years our President, has decided to retire from her
post. She has been an excellent leader of our Group.
Committee member Jackie, presented her with a floral
bouquet, with thanks from us all. Sheila Boulding, who conscientiously
dealt with birthday cards and flowers for unwell members, also leaves
our Committee, and Joanne gave her a garden voucher , with our
thanks. Katherine Edwards agreed to fill Joanne's place and members
welcomed her as our new President.

Tonight we were entertained by author Mrs. Sheila Potter, giving a hu-
morous story of her life. From childhood her passion was reading and
writing, and her Saturday mornings were spent at Bedford Library help-
ing the children's librarian. She decided she wanted to become a
teacher first, a librarian second. At 17 she had two stories published.
Married at 20, brought up 3 children in an unhappy marriage of 12 yrs.
but she still wrote-for relaxation-. 5 yrs later she remarried, attended
Beds Teacher Training College, and after 4yrs. passed with distinction.
Sadly,her husband, an alcoholic, died around this time. Now alone, she
taught at Middle & Lower schools. To fulfill her life again she wrote
school plays, followed by 2 books. Taking early retirement she re-
married and went to live in India teaching at a Mission school. She
wrote about the extreme hunger and poverty there, which was pub-
lished. Back to Yorkshire in 1987 her unhappy marriage ended causing
ill health. She returned to Bedford alone, became happier in sheltered
accommodation. Eventually in 1994 she found happiness in marriage.
She was encouraged to write again by her husband, who had nursed
her back to good health. At last she had found a happy and contented
life.

Our thanks for an enjoyable evening, were given by Helen Chessum.
Tea Hostesses. Pat Kemp & Jackie Hall. Comp. Winners.Ist. Audrey
Steeds. Joyce Smith. 2".Iris Smyrk. Irene Humphreys. Katherine Ed-
wards.
Next Meeting. RogerDaniels- Magician-
Comp. Item béginning with “U”
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1st Clifton Rainbows

1st Clifton Rainbows would like to say a huge thank you to the
Clifton Residents’ Association for the cheque they kindly gave
us. The money will be put to good use. Thank you once again.

Recently there has been a rumour that young girls must be a
Rainbow to become a Brownie. This is not the case—qirls can
join Girlguiding at any time they wish.

Rainbow Orange.

17




Clifton Residents’ Association

Hi everyone,

I hope this finds you safe and well. | have been asked by our commit-
tee to try and encourage our village residents to think seriously about a
neighbourhood watch scheme, and get together with their friends in
their street to organise a group. |, myself, am particularly interested in
Bilberry Road.

Interested? Got up to five people that thinks the same as you? Right,
ring our secretary Joyce on 814902, and she will tell you who to get in
touch with. Easy eh!!

Our village is entering the 'Best Kept Village' again this year and our
association was out on a litter pick/ rubbish clearance to do 'our bit'.
Thanks to all who took part.

We had a good open meeting on March 10th and hopefully a lot of
people will be keen on joining Mid Beds Credit Union to save money
and later on negotiate a loan if required at low interest rates. At pre-
sent the recruitment / pay station is at the Baptistchurch in Shefford,
(by the Stanford road roundabout) on Thursdays 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
It's a new venture in Mid Beds, and its success depends on local peo-
ple being encouraged to join. I, for one, had always wanted to join at
Bedford, but because | lived outside Bedford it wasn't possible. Now |
am a member, and also a volunteer with ' Mid Beds Credit Union .

"Who knows, this time next year we could all be ............... mn
Stay lucky, Den Fensome.

4 6 #

#4



Bedfo
Credl-l- Paul's Square
dford, MK40 1SQ

Union Workin e85 ether Tel:01234 346352

Bedford Credit Union
collection opens in Shefford

On Thursday 22nd January 2009 Bedford Credit Union launched
their first collection point in Mid Bedfordshire at Shefford Baptist
Church. Amongst others Mid Beds District Council Leader Tricia
Turner, Councillor Anita Lewis, and Shefford Mayor Paul Mackin
were on hand to mark the event by opening new accounts.

Anyone who lives or works in Mid Beds can join at our new col-
lection point at Shefford Baptist Church, and will now be open
every Thursday from 10am to 12.30am.

Credit Unions are financial cooperatives run by the community
not for profit organisations, offering savings and low cost loans to
its members. It helps you to keep control of your finances by sav-
ing as little or as much as you want. As it is regulated by the Fi-
nancial Services Authority, you can be assured your money is
safe.

To join please show two forms of identity for example a passport
or driving licence, and a recent utilities bill or bank statement.
Pay £3 joining fee and deposit £1 in your shares. Alternatively
you can either set up a standing order.

Interested please contact Anne Slade, Development Officer Mid
Beds Credit Union Project. Telephone (0759 6927404) or email
bedcumb@tiscali.co.uk . 19

Or log on to our new website at www.bedfordcreditunion.org.uk



CLIFTON
PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

Clifton Parent and Toddler Group runs on
Wednesday mornings from 9.15 to 11.00am during term time at
the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. There’s a warm wel-
come for everyone who comes along and joins in the fun — you'll
meet new friends, have a drink and a chat and you can let your
children socialise with other toddlers and play with our large se-
lection of toys and activities.

Toddlers from birth to 4 years old

9.15am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time
refreshments for parents and children included within admis-
sion price

ride on toys, trampoline, climbing frame & slide and out door
play — weather permitting

role play toys, soft play, play dough

craft table, books and puzzles

New Admission fees effective from Easter: Adults £1 each,
Children 50p each

Each week we have the usual excellent array of toys that the
children can choose to play with including animals, dressing up,
threading, books, duplo, happyland and many more. Also there is
a weekly craft event and often sellers visiting as well. Once every
half term a cake stall is held to raise funds for the Parent and
Toddler Group. At the end of each session is a lively and fun
singing session, sometimes with the parachute which the chil-
dren love!

We are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of
children and parents attending each week. However, we always
need more committee members. Do join us if you enjoy coming
to the group and feel you have a small amount of time spare to
make a contribution to our groug9
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Biggleswade and Sandy Lions
THREE IN ONE

Lions Clubs, including Biggleswade Sandy, work with the
registered charity MedicAlert which saves the lives of those
with hidden medical conditions like diabetes, allergies, im-
plants and the need for regular medication. A MedicAlert
member wears a bracelet showing their main medical condi-
tions and a 24/7 emergency telephone number giving para-
medics access to more detailed information. You can con-
tact MedicAlert on 0800581420 or go to
www.medicalert,org,uk. For those with financial hardship
they can help with the cost, as can Lions Clubs.

Secondly, a hidden medical condition can lead to problems
in getting insurance of any kind. If you encounter this, again
contact MedicAlert who can help.

Thirdly, MedicAlert provide two wristbands to be worn by
children at large events. On the back you write your contact
number so if the child becomes lost or unconscious the
MedicAlert “Green to be Seen” wristband will help reunite
the child with their carer/ parent, guardian or teacher.

There are 280 thousand MedicAlert wearers in the UK and 4
million worldwide.

If you have some time to spare and would like to help in the
community, then Biggleswade Sandy Lions could be for
you. For more information telephone Roger Wolburn on
01462 814967.

22
LIONS CARE



Church of England
Celebrates 150 years of the parish magazine!

The Church of England launched in January a new section of its
website in celebration of 150 years of the parish magazine.

The Church estimates that the combined readership of its parish
magazines exceeds that of several national newspapers, taken
together.

Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, says on the new
web-site: “A good parish magazine is a wonderful resource that
places the local church at the heart of the community it serves.
“We owe our gratitude to all those who labour lovingly to produce
this regular shop-window for their church or parish. As a team
or solo, with a generous budget or an alarmingly fraying shoe-
string, this is a ministry we need to recognise and to support.”

Clifton Chronicles in good company!

It is good to know that we are in good company. | believe that our
own magazine has been running for over 40 years and | am in-
cluding the annual report of the Clifton Chronicles as it was deliv-
ered to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting this week:

We continue to produce 10 editions a year delivered to over 1200
homes. The printing is still done by Bill Lawrence and Don Killick
and collation and distribution is headed up by Don Gray. Our
continued thanks go to the school for being our post box and
bringing the hard copy to me each month.

Sue Welsford continues her long-service as treasurer and adver-
tising executive. We are delighted that we continue to have great
demand for available advertising space. Arthur Clarke continues
to give us the benefit of his wisdom with regard to the accounts
and we thank him for his supp%t. At the meeting last year | re-
ported that we believed that the print machine would not need



replacing for a couple of years — tempting fate comes to mind!
Inevitably the printer immediately broke down and we have had
to replace it the very next month. This was not a problem as we
had been building up our capital account for just such an eventu-
ality. However the unexpected timing of this expenditure and the
depreciation included in the accounts for this year has resulted in
an operating deficit. With the continued good management of
Sue and Arthur | am sure that we will be back to an operating
surplus next year.

After serving the community through supporting the Chronicles
for over 20 years and at well over state retirement age Barbara
Crisp has retired! Heartfelt thanks to Barbara for her commitment
and support. We are fortunate that we have so many people, like
Barbara, who just quietly get on with jobs for years and years
and we send our good wishes to her for her well earned rest!!

If you have any helpful suggestions do let us know but remember
that many of us have full time jobs and as a hobby the Chronicles
should be fun! If you have some time to spare to participate in
this wonderful hobby then please get in touch with one of the
team and contribute to ensuring that our parish magazine contin-
ues to be the most long-standing parish publication in Bedford-
shire.
Kathy Blackmore

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Birds’ Eye View
See Clifton from the top of the tower

Saturday 6 ™ June
as part of

Church Open Day &
Open Gardens Weekend

we will be conducting trips to the top of the tower. This will allow
visitors to see Clifton from “above”, to see the bells and the new
sound control installed in the tower; to see the carillon and to talk
to some of the local ringers about bell ringing. There is no charge
for this visit.

For safety reasons, we have to limit the number of people at the
top at any one time so we will take 6 groups of 10 people up in
the morning and another 6 groups in the afternoon.

Look out for the details of how to join us in the next edition of the
Chronicles, or for more information speak to Philippa on 851816.

Church Bulletin Bloopers

They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for
church ladies with typewriters. These sentences (with all the
BLOOPERS) actually appeared in church bulletins or were an-
nounced in church services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning: 5kesus Walks on the Water.' The
sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.’



C|ift0n Forward Plannef

April
5 Church Open, 2-5 pm
5 Palm Sunday devotion: Lift High the Cross
18-19 | Biggleswade & District Art Society Exhibition, Northill
19 Clifton Cricket Club Champagne Breakfast
21 MU, Cost of Relationship, Church Hall, 2.00
22 Floral Art, Title: Going in all directions
25 Saturday Club, Church, 2-4

26 National Pets Month event, Community Centre, 1-4

May

3 Church Open, 2-5 pm

12 Christian Aid Quizz

16 Churchyard tours 10.30 & 2.00

19 MU, Life of Elizabeth Tilley, Church Hall, 2.00
27 Floral Art, Practical Evening

June
6 & 7 | Clifton Open Gardens
6 Church and Tower open

7 Church Open, 2-5 pm

9 MU, Deanery Festival, St Mark’s Hitchin

16 MU, Family Life of the Old Order, Church Hall, 2.00
20 All Saints PTA SummegFayre

24 Floral Art, Title: Around the World




Date Time Sidesperson Reader
11.00am Mrs. J. Peacock & | Mr. J. Peacock
5" April Mrs. J. Dann Philippians 2. 5-11
Palm
Sunday 6.30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. A. Sullivan
Mark 12. 1-12
gth April 8.00pm Mrs. C. Killick Mr. R: ngsford
1 Corinthians 11. 23-
Maundy 26
Thursday
th . 10.30am Family Worshi
10" April with Children's.
G,OOd Activities.
Friday 1-3pm Meditations
12t April 6.30am Southill Church-
Easter yard —
11.00am Mr. & Mrs. C. Mr. D. Killick
Day Brown Acts 10. 34-43
6.30pm Mrs. N. Gifford. Mrs. J. Pavey.
Luke 24. 13-35
19" 11.00am Mrs. S. Clarke & Mr. B. Livesey
April Mrs. S. Collins. 1John1.1-2.2
6.30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. F. Kendall
Luke 24.1-12
8.00am Mrs. K. Whitcher
11.00am Mr. & Mrs. A. Miss M. Turner
o6t April Smith & Family 1 John 3. 1-7
6.30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mrs. P. Whittington
Revelations 2. 1-11
11.00am Mrs. J. Dann & Mrs. S. Ward
3rd May Mrs. S. Dawson 1 John 3. 16-end
6.30pm Mr. K. Gray Mrs. C. Killick

Revelations 2. 12-17

A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice boar® ¥ you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the

Vestry copy. This rota is also available at: www.clifton-beds.co.uk .
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