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Who's who

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
The Rectory

Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

Churchwardens Chris Killick 647669
116 Shefford Road
Felicity Kendall 01767
Millow Bury Farm, Dunton 312831

Organist & Peter Maundrell 01767

Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

Church Hall Dorothy Brown 628982

Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton

Saturday Club Suzanne Stapleton 811929
11 Hilltop View, Meppershall

Headteacher, Maureen Gravel | 628444

All Saints School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

School Governors Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale 850150
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray 812820

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Parish Council Barry Livesey 811385

Chairman 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Centre Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 813520

Bookings 10 Alexander Close, Clifton

MP Constituency Office, St Michael's Close, 811992

Nadine Dorries High Street, Shefford

Councillors Tony Rogers — District & County 816305

Langford & 3 Poppy Hill, Henlow

Henlow Jon Clark

2
CIPS (Clifton Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 812514

Preservation)

cips@clifton-beds.co.uk




iy Clif€om

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 646371
47 Church Street, Clifton
Chronicles Advertising year runs May to April 811303
Advertising
Chronicles Don Gray 629690
Distribution Hitchin Lane, Clifton
Clifton Cricket Colin Weaver 812412
Club 10 Clifton House Close
Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767
Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net | 221428
Brownies 1 > Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton | 813724
Clifton
Care Scheme 07817
614654
Dramatic Society Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216
Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063
Parent and Lesley 621970
Toddlers
Police Contact PC S Busby 01234
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 841212
The Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 811486
www.thewoodlands.ik.org
Providence Nick Rogers 07910
Baptist Chapel 353520
Rainbows Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125
Residents Joyce Tiney , Secretary 814902
Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton
All Scouts Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 813799
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers
Under Fives Elaine 07788
3 670935
Wi Katherine Edwards 816334




Greetings and salutations,

" Spring hides eternal, primal longings for fresh starts, a
chance to start over, to sweep clean the past and start
anew. Some call it Spring Cleaning. Some look to the
ancient and annual pageant of the blooming; the

Snowdrops, the Crocus or Croci, the buds on bushes and trees, and

then the royal display of Narcissus or our beloved Dafodils for their

inspiration.

The passion for renewal, for rejuvenation, redecorating, refinishing,
and for the prefix ‘re’ (meaning ‘again’) is revisited each Spring. We
throw open the windows, letting out the stale air of Winter and the fresh
air of Spring, resplendent with fragrances of fresh mown grasses, wild
flower meadows, and that cool crisp scent of freshly melted snow. Oh,
to be washed thoroughly clean, the slate wiped clean, as wholesome
and innocent as a newborn...

Those of us who've made a mistake or two in their lives, long for
forgiveness or suffer regret, to one degree or another. At least | pray
we do. We would love to be forgiven the wrongs we’ve done or said or
thought, especially the ones which have caused harm in mind body
and/or spirit. At times, our guilt or embarrassment may be or have
been so great we feel there is not turning back, no possible form of
redemption available. We would be wrong! There have been stories
told of us, down through the ages, namely the parables of The Prodigal
Son, the Lost Sheep, and the Lost Coain.

Easter is the season to celebrate a new birth, a new life, a clean slate.
It might be said that God was doing a bit of Spring Cleaning. If we act
as the returning or repentant prodigal son, or if we become the lost
coin or sheep, we can rest assured that God will continue to search for
us, will never leave us, and will always welcome us home.

Join together with Christians in the village during the Easter festivities,
this year, and start to learn just how we worship God the Eraser, God
the merciful, God the Father who welcomes us home and forgives us.
All Saints’ has services in Holy Week, on Good Friday, and 3-4 on
Easter Day including the Sonrise Service of Light on 4APR10 @
Cliftonbury around 6:30am. Let’s take this opportunity to do some
personal and Spiritual Spring Clearing, this Easter-tide...and Pax!
Your Rector, M-A+



Christian Aid Quiz
Clifton Church Hall

Tuesday 11th May 2010 —
7.00 for 7.30 pm

Order your entry tickets now at
£5.00 each or Children & Students in full time education
£3.00 Available from Jim Peacock 812514.

To satisfy fire and seating regulations there will be a maximum
of 10 tables for teams of 8. Smaller groups will be welcomed to
join other players to make up the required team numbers. Please
state if you already part of a team when you buy your tickets.

There will be the usual “shared supper” during the intermission,
so, please bring a modest sized plate of “finger buffet ” style
food to share (no cutlery provided!). You'll also need to bring
drinks, glasses and nibbles for your personal enjoyment during
the evening. We are extremely grateful to Dr Stephen & Marjorie
Cakebread for agreeing to act as question masters again.

Join in the fun and help support Christian Aid.
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Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

11.00 am and 6.00 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month

Mondays

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am

Wednesdays
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Fridays

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots.
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angellé@googlemail.com
Secretary: Nick Rogers, 07910353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com
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"Son Rise" Service gfLi_qﬁr

Easter Morning
Service of Light

Incorporating Blessing of Animals
(pets, riders, & owners welcome)

4™ April, 2010 @ 6:30 AM
Clifton Bury Farm
Please bring a lantern, candle, or torch

Hot drinks & Hot crossed buns will be served

Details of other Easter Services
See page 17




FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL =

T
At the January meeting attended by 10 parish councillors and =iz
both Councillor T. Rogers and Councillor J. Clarke from Central [Iﬂ
Bedfordshire Counci | 15 members of the public crowded into

the meeting room. All were concerned with the short listing of land in
Clifton as a potential gypsy and traveller site. It was agreed by all
present that since it was now known that land was privately owned and
there was doubt over whether it would remain on the shortlist no action
should be taken until a definite decision is made.

Mr T. Cobb was co-opted onto the Council to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Mr S. Melia due to pressure of work. Members
present heard reports from the Playing Fields and Highways
Committees. It was noted that the new floodlights were now in place
on the car park. These had been ordered in the autumn after it was
found that the old columns were corroded at ground level and in an
extremely dangerous condition. The Council was warned at the time
that a strong wind might have brought them down. Work is shortly to
begin on bringing power into the tractor shed where Clifton Football
Club store their equipment. There was also discussion about
proposals  contained in Central Bedfordshire’s Site Allocations
Development Plan Document which was shortly to be published for
public consultation.

DOGS After the last request published about dog fouling on the playing
field there was a slight improvement but recently the Parish Council
has been receiving more complaints particularly from football teams
using the field at the weekends. It is therefore intending to put the
wheels in motion to ban dogs from being exercised on the playing field.

PARKING; Car drivers parking their vehicles down the side of Church
Street where there are no kerbstones and the footway is marked with a
white line are requested to park OUTSIDE of the white line as to do so
inside the line creates a hazard for pedestrians and more especially for
those pushing prams, buggies or using mobility scooters.

GRAND LITTER PICK planned for MARCH 27" Please could
volunteers join Parish Councillors (and Clerk) in helping keep our
village litter-free. Last year more than 30 bags were collected.
WATCH NOTICEBOARDS FOR FéJRTHER DETAILS or contact the
Clerk on 813520 if you are willing to help.



All Saints Lower School N T’%

The children have been making bookmarks for a !
competition run by the PTA who are raising funds for the %P ;
library. The winning entries from each year group were ;
laminated and prizes awarded. For World Book Day the

children dressed as a favourite book character and had a day of
book related activities, such as designing book covers, having a
library skills session, having mixed age story sessions and writing a
book review or telling a friend about their favourite book. Donations
to take part in the event went to the library fund.

As usual the staff held an Easter raffle. The prizes were highly
orientated towards the traditional Easter eggs for this event, but as
we remind them, we are allowed unhealthy foods as a special treat!

This term saw a change at All Saints when | retired after 10 years
as head, and 25 years in the school. Mrs Gower and | have been
sharing headship duties for the last two terms and she will take over
next term until a new head is appointed. Current staff are stepping
in with her class to keep the disruption to the children to the
minimum.

Message from Maureen Gravell

Since this is my last opportunity to do the Chronicles | would like to
say a big thank you to the children, parents, governors and wider
families who have supported the school and myself over the years. |
have worked with many people in the community and have made
some good friends in Clifton. My own children came here and | was
a member of the PTA before | started to work in the school; it has
been a big part of my life for a very long time. It is a lovely school to
work in, as indicated by the fact that our staff stay on for such long
periods of time, becoming friends as well as colleagues. Nobody
who visits the school fails to mention how lovely the children are.
We obviously have some “characters”, but the overall impression is
of calm, happy and motivated children. They are a credit to you and
to us.

| will be very sad to leave and willgniss everyone more than | can
say.
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Clifton Cricket Club—Champagne Breakfast

10.30 for 11.00—Sunday 25" April 2010
Tickets £15

ﬂ Contact ColilnlWeaver
01462 812412
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Clifton Colts Under 8's Football Club

We are Clifton Colts under 8’s football club and we

play League football on Saturday mornings. This

season is our first together after the team was

initially set up in October 2008. |, together with my

coach, Darron Shanley, run two 7-a-side teams and currently
have 19 players in our squad. Our players are from our village of
Clifton and surrounding areas. They are —

Keown Peel, Finn Shanley, Kurtis Smith, Cameron Godfrey, Luke
Rowe, Josh Wendon, Josh Scoot, Fred Steer, Reece Campbell,
James Hannan, Toby Shacklock, Josh Evans, Ciaran Boyle, Ben
Hopkins. Ashland Taylor, Michael Wells, Marley Munnery, Aaron
Prior and Eddie Hall.

Thanks to our proud sponsors, Freedom Photography & Clifton
Cuisine for their valuable support. We work closely with Clifton
Parish Council and its Fields committee and really value their
backing of youth football.

After 38 games this season, we have been victorious in 26,
drawn 6 and lost just 6 — scoring 117 and conceding 37. We
have six matches left this season and are home on 10™ April, 1%
and 8" of May, kicking off at 10:30am, Saturday mornings on
Clifton playing fields. Come down and join us for a hot drink and
a snack?

Why do | do it? To enhance the ability of our players, develop
them and watch their confidence grow. To form one great squad
and to see 19 smiles week in week out from the players as they
enjoy what they do. We develop our players on five main areas -
position, speed, control, voice and passing. It's paying off!

Our club also provides football at under 11 and 13 and we have
four adult teams as well.

Want more information on Clifton FC? You can contact me,
Jason Shacklock, Manager, Lihder 8's on 01462 816881



All Saints Lower School PTA

Boden Party
Friday 7th May from 7.30pm at the school

Come and try their new Summer range
and bag those bargains!

There will be five stacked rails from the new Summer range of
Womenswear, Mini, Accessories, to see and try on (and a few
bits of Menswear). We'll also have jeans in every size to help find
the perfect fit.

Exclusive offer of 20% off Women’s Trousers and all Mensweatr,
and 15% off everything else, plus free postage and free returns
OR buy four items and get the cheapest for £1.

Clifton Dramatic Society

Would you like to help us raise some money to support
Clifton Church Hall ?

We're looking for new members for our summer event — a
Variety Show ! We need your talents and abilities both on stage
and behind the scenes to help us raise funds for this worthy
cause.

Acting, acrobatics, building, cooking, conducting, dancing, fixing,
magical trickery, painting, playing an instrument, organising,
singing - whatever your forte, we’d be delighted to see you!

We meet every Monday at 8.15pm at the Church Hall, Stanford
Road, Clifton. Feel free to drop in for a chat and a cuppa and
meet the rest of the group, or for more information please call
01462 649228 or email cliftondramsoc@hotmail.co.uk

We hope to see you soon, and if you aren’t able to join us on

stage or backstage, we hope you'll be able to support our
fundraising by joining us for the ghow - keep an eye out for news
of dates and tickets in next month’s issue.
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Calling all gardeners

| have recently been appointed as activities organiser

at Lavender House which is the self-contained

dementia unit at the Meppershall Nursing Home. We

do have a garden, well an area of grass, and my dream is to
have a beautiful garden for residents to walk round and potter in
during the summer and in years to come.

To achieve this | need your help; | am growing on annuals but if
anyone is splitting/dividing perennials, or any plant, would you be
willing to share excess ones with me for this good cause? | am
willing to collect them.

Lesley Skerman, 814372

CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL.

Police recorded speeding offences in Clifton for the
period 14™ January 2009 until 23 February 2010.

Road : Number of summonses/ Number of
fixed penalty notices cautions issued.
issued.
Broad Street. 23 6
Church Street 0 0
Shefford Road 9 9
Stanford Lane 0 1
Stockbridge Road 2 4
New Road. 34 1



CLIFTON W |

President Katherine welcomed 34 members to our A-

G-M on March 3™ . After Sec. Iris had read out her

report on our busy year of activities, Katherine read out

and discussed several W-EYE March notices.

Treasurer Chris then read her 2009 Financial

Statement, copies of which were offered to members.

Katherine thanked her committee for their support this past year, also
jobs done by other members.

Tonight we had a huge supply of books on sale at very low prices!!
After tea and biscuits served by Mary, Muriel and Audrey, we settled
down to an enjoyable end to our meeting with two quiz sheets
prepared by Jackie.

1. “Cryptic Clues for flower names” winners Katherine and Iris.

2. “Name that book”. First mostly capital letters of the book title and full
authors name.

Example: W in the W - Kenneth Graham, Wind in the Willows

Great fun, winner was Janice and thanks were given to Jackie from us
all.

Comp winners: Muriel Webster, Mary Newman, Joyce Smit, Iris Smyrk.

Next meeting:  April 7" 7.30pm Clifton Church Hall
Health in Retirement, Sue Blain
Comp: Something that keeps you HEALTHY.

Additional Easter Services at All Saints

Maundy Thursday 8.00 Holy Communion
Good Friday 11.00 Family Service

2.00 Stations of the Cross meditation
Easter Day 6.30 am 1Sbnrise Service

11.00 Communion and Baptism



Your Local Team Needs YOU

Shefford Saints FC has been established for over 20 years
coaching both boys and girls aged 5 — 18 years old.

We are looking for boys and girls at all age groups who are not
currently playing and want to be part of a team, especially
reception and Year 1 children. We do not hold trials as we
believe that football is for everyone.

We offer a variety of coaching for all abilities in a safe, controlled
environment. All our sessions are coached by FA qualified
coaches who have been CRB checked and hold both First Aid
and Child Protection Certificates.

For more information visit our web site:

www.sheffordsaints.co.uk

Or contact Mr Andrew Hall (Club&ecretary) 01462 814712



Biggleswade and Sandy Lions

This badge with a yellow ground and

blue printing has been produced by

Lions for the hearing impaired. Re-

search has shown that they wished

there was something which made them

easily identifiable to help in general

verbal communication. Visually im-

paired have had, again thanks to Lions, the white cane, but until
now, there was nothing for the hard of hearing. The pupil is the
sympathetic hearing sign, whilst the “eyelash message” illus-
trates the range of skills possessed by deaf people, in various
degrees, which many of us do not have. A magnetic fastening
ensures no damage to clothing. The badge is available free of
charge and Biggleswade Sandy Lions have a supply.

Lions Clubs International Foundation has established a desig-
nated fund to help with the Haiti earthquake relief. The total so
far is US $2million and rising, raised from donations given by in-
dividuals, districts and clubs, including Biggleswade Sandy Lions,
who expect to contribute further as recovery will take a long time.
As with previous disasters, Lions will be looking at rebuilding
homes and hospitals with a long term programme of assistance.
When the television cameras go, the Lions remain. Lions in this
country have already sent £125k and have set up our own co-
ordinating committee.

For more information on these and Biggleswade Sandy Lions,
call Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967.
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Forward Planner

April

1 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion, 8.00

Good Friday 11.00 Children’s Service,
2.00 Stations of the Cross

Easter Sonrise Service, Clifton Bury Farm, 6.30 am

Church Open, 2.00-5.00

5 Easter Monday Pilgrimage, leaves 9.00 Church Hall

7 WI, 7.30 pm, Church Hall

15 Under 5’s, Church, 2 — 3 pm

17&18 | Biggleswade & District Art Exhibition, Northill, 10-4

24 Saturday Club, Church, 2 —4 pm

25 Clifton Cricket Club, Champagne Breakfast, 10,30 am

29 Under 5’s, Church, 2 —3 pm

30 PTA Quiz Night

May

2 Church Open, 2.00-5.00

7 PTA Boden Party, 7.30, School
22
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11 Christian Aid Quiz — Church Hall, 7 pm




Date Time Sidesperson/s Reader
4th April 11.00 Mrs. S. Collins Mr. R. Welsford
Easter Day Mrs. J. Dann Acts 10. 34-43
030 Mrs. C. Killick Mc[,'ofr)ih?r:;%ksmlzr.el-lll
11th April 8.00 Mrs K Whitcher
11.00 Mr & Mrs J Good [MS M V;-,/Ilzs'?gz Acts
530 wrkery N o e
18th April 11.00 Mriﬂ Jrspjes\%?gf & l\/ﬂg tz gri?g
6.30 Mrs K Blackmore V'S F Iﬁr"gil_lM John
25th April 8.00 Mrs P Heath
11.00 Mr & Mrs K Gray & | Miss M Turner  Acts
Family 9.36 -end
6.30 Mrs N Gifforg | M'S CKHligk - Mark
2nd May 11.00 Mr & Mrs K Pledger Mrs D ?(1).\’\’1[1_18 Acts
6.30 l\2/I§s F Kendall |V BPadgett — Mark

15. 46-16. 8
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