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Priest in Charge  Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale  

The Rectory 
850150 

Curate (NSM)  Caren Topley  
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton 

615499 

Churchwardens  Kevin Gray  
21 Fairground Way, Clifton 
Chris Killick  
116 Shefford Road 

812820 
  
647669 

Organist &  
Choirmaster  

Peter Maundrell  
24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 
314621 

PCC Treasurer  Arthur Clarke  
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon 

850220 

PCC Secretary  Jane Pavey  
14 Sears Close, Clifton 

813179 

Church Hall  
Bookings  

Dorothy Brown  
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

      

Headteacher,  
All Saints School  

Maureen Gravel l 
Fildyke Road, Meppershall 

628444 

School Governors  Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale  
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray  

850150 
812820 

School Bookings  Justine McCarthy  
All Saints School 

628444 

  

Parish Council 
Chairman  

Barry Livesey  
75 Shefford Road, Clifton 

811385 

Community Centre 
Bookings  

Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 
10 Alexander Close, Clifton 

813520 

MP 
Nadine Dorries  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close,  
High Street, Shefford  

811992 

Councillors  
Meppershall & 
Clifton  

Mr P B Carne  – District 
6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall 
Tony Rogers  – District & County 
3 Poppy Hill, Henlow 

857803 
  
816305 

CIPS (Clifton  
Preservation)  

Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 
cips@clifton-beds.co.uk 

812514 
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Chronicles Editor  Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 
47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Chronicles  
Advertising  

Advertising year runs May to April 811303 

Chronicles  
Distribution  

Don Gray  
Hitchin Lane, Clifton 

629690 

  
Biggleswade  
Gardening Club  

Mr A Gray  
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 
221428 

Brownies 1 st 
Clifton  

Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton 813724 

Brownies 2 nd 
Clifton  

Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157 

Care Scheme    07817 
614654 

Dramatic Society  Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216 
Guides  Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063 
Parent and  
Toddlers  

Sue 
  

01234 
381091 

Police Contact  PC S Busby  
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 

01234 
841212 

The Woodlands  Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 
www.thewoodlands.ik.org  

811486 

Providence  
Baptist Chapel  

Nick Rogers  07910 
353520 

Rainbows  Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125 
Residents  
Association  

Joyce Tiney , Secretary 
43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton 

814902 

All Scouts  Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 
Scouts,  Cubs, Beavers, Explorers 

813799 

Sunday School  
“Sunday Bunch”  

Suzanne Stapleton  
2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow 

811929 

Under Fives  Patricia  
Paulette  

850160 
629646 

WI Joanne Pond  629214 
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Hello, everyone 
 
Ever since I first heard Nat King Cole sing about Yule-
tide carols being sung by a choir, the word 'Yule' has 
fascinated me. It appears to be an ancient Germanic 
and/or Scandinavian feast and in Old English a sea-
son spanning our months of December and January. 

I'm told that apart from Northern England, it is mostly an archaic 
term now. Well, that much has been my learning since Nat King 
Cole. 
 
In our darkest days of the year, before electricity changed our 
lives forever, the power of light and its power to shatter darkness, 
it's radiance, it's heat have all been brilliant terms to ascribe the 
Light of the World, who for Christians is Jesus the Christ, the Mes-
siah. Therefore, for centuries, the word 'Yule' has been connected 
with Christmas festivities. The Earth-shattering news of the birth of 
this very same Christ-child, indeed has brought not only great light 
to all those who walk in many forms of darkness, but also great 
warmth and protection from the cold of being left in the outer dark-
ness. This simple, yet infinitely complex, imagery is revisited in 
Christian Communities throughout the Northern Hemisphere at 
this time each year. We are all the more blessed to have the union 
of winter and Christmas, in order to bask in the Light-in-the Dark-
ness motif of Christian teaching. Indeed, when we are lost or feel 
left out in the cold, Jesus invites us into His fold to live in His Light. 
 
With this in mind, you are cordially invited and will be most wel-
come to celebrate the upcoming Christmas-tide (Yule-tide) with us 
all at All Saints'. Please do not feel that you are not welcome or 
wanted. Your village church is your  Church , full stop. Jesus wel-
comes all to come to Him; that's why we meet weekly...as a re-
sponse to God's call, and especially around Christmas & Easter. 
 
The Peace of God which surpasses our understanding be with 
you now, and in the years to come. I pray that in this hectic run-up 
to Christmas and the New Year, you find both inner peace and His 
Peace, that you share it with everyone around you, and that you 
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may wish to celebrate with us the feast of His birth. There are 
many different services, for all ages, going on around the village 
throughout December and January. Whether it is Anglican, Bap-
tist, Methodist, Roman Catholic or another denomination I pray 
you find a church where you can find His Peace and His Joy. 
 
Yours in the festive Spirit, 
 

Mark-Aaron+ 
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23 OCT 08 William Derrick Bond  

All Saints Church—Open times  
 

Every Monday: 10 am—12 noon 
First Sunday of every month between 2 pm and 5 pm  
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray. 
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton  
 
Sunday Services  
 

11.00 am and 6.30 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
 
Mondays  
 

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5 
 
Wednesdays  
 

Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 
Thursday’s  
 

10.30 am – coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 
Fridays  
 

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots. 
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8 
 

For more details contact Nick Rogers on 07910353520  
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“Singing for Pleasure”, of Welwyn Garden City, will perform a 
programme of festive music and songs suitable for all the family. 
Monies raised will go to the Repair and Restoration Fund. 
 
Tickets - £5 (concessions £4) Children (under 10) £2 (including 
programme and refreshments) now available from Anne & Terry 
Sullivan (01462 817491) and Rev. Mark - Aaron Tisdale (01462 
850150) 
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All Saints’ 
Voluntary Aided Lower School 

�
We had our skipping workshop on 14th October. All 
children took part and learned new techniques. There was 
demonstration to the whole school by selected children and we were all 
very impressed. Many children bought skipping ropes on the day or 
have begun to bring in their own ropes from home. It’s nice to see so 
many children skipping in the playground. 
 
On 5th November we had trampolining for years 1,2,3 and 4. The 
school staff and the Rising Stars coaches were impressed by the ability 
of some of the children. We are taking part in an athletics competition 
on 13th November and we have been practising for that. 
 
All our buildings improvements are complete now, we have a larger 
staffroom which is better for staff doing preparation, planning and 
marking. We also have a large table for meetings which is really useful. 
All wet areas in the classrooms have been refurbished and we have an 
improved ladies and a new gents/disabled toilet. 
 
We will be singing carols outside the Golden Lion at 6.30 on 17th 
December, anyone who would like to join us is welcome. Earlier in the 
day, at 2pm, a group of All Saints children will be entertaining the 
crowds in Bedford market square with a display of street dance, line 
dancing and carol singing. If you are in Bedford on that day we would 
love to see some supporters in the audience. 
 
As usual we would like to invite anyone who is interested to come 
along to the dress rehearsals of our Christmas performances. The 
under-fives are holding theirs at 2.30pm on Monday 8th December. 
The whole school dress rehearsal is on Friday 12th December at 2pm. 
Please bring younger children to the dress rehearsal so that the little 
ones don’t distract the performers during the actual performances. 
 
Dates of events, information about the governors and staff, and photos 
of the school can be found at.(www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk) Refresh the 

page to get the latest newsletter. �
�
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The Woodlands  
Pre School and Extended Care  

 
Ofsted Inspection – October 2008 
We are delighted to report that The Woodlands has received an 
‘Outstanding’ report following our recent inspection. The ‘record 
of inspection judgements’ cover Overall Effectiveness, Leader-
ship and Management and Quality and Standards with 14 differ-
ent areas inspected. The Woodlands has been judged as OUT-
STANDING in ALL 14  areas. 
 
In their feedback, the visiting inspector commented on the overall 
feeling of happiness and contentment displayed by all of the chil-
dren, something which we were really proud to hear. Reading 
through the report, there is a common theme under each of the 
inspected areas; “Staff’s very genuine desire to promote the best 
care…”, “Staff demonstrate exceptional dedication and commit-
ment ….”, “Staff know the children well…”, Staff are vigilant and 
have an excellent knowledge in this area..”, “Staff have a com-
prehensive knowledge of issues…”. Whilst having our new build-
ing has undoubtedly made a positive contribution to the success 
of The Woodlands, it would still be nothing without our staff. Of 
course all our permanent staff, Bank staff and students are all 
CRB checked and have (or are training for) appropriate qualifica-
tions, but that is only half the story. They all  have such a high 
commitment to providing a happy environment where our chil-
dren will want to come and play and are all genuinely interested 
and concerned for each and every one of the children. 
 
The Woodlands Management Committee are intensely proud of 
and value each member of our staff who collectively make such a 
great team headed by our Manager, Julie Saggers. We are de-
lighted that they have been officially recognised in this way. We 
offer a huge thanks and congratulations to everyone involved 
with the Woodlands, all of whom are deserved of such praise. 
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Diary Dates  
17h December – Pre School Christmas Concert 
18h December – Pre School Christmas Party at Community Cen-
tre, 1-3p.m. 
18th December – No Extended Care sessions 
19th December – Woodlands closed 
5th January – re-open 
 
For dates of events, pictures etc and a prospectus please go to 
our website www.thewoodlands.ik.org. For any other information 
or to arrange a visit, please contact a member of staff daytime on 
01462 811486 or e-mail us at thewoodlands1@btconnect.com 
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All Saints PTA  
 
A big thank you to everyone involved in this years Christmas 
Fayre without the support shown from everyone connected to the 
church and the school we would not have been able to pull it off. 
Watch this space for more information on the Christmas Fayre 
next month. 
If you can’t wait until next month for news on the Christmas fayre 
or would simply like to know more about the PTA then why not 
take a look at the new and revamped PTA pages on the All 
Saints Lower School website at http://www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk/
homedir/pta.htm. 
When you come and visit the school PTA website 
you will find information on: 
�  The Christmas Fayre 
�  Last years Summer Fayre 
�  Minutes from last PTA meeting 
�  The next PTA meeting date 
�  PTA Contact details 

Come and take a look. 
Lastly from everyone at the PTA thank you for your support this 
term. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
THE PTA COMMITTEE, all-saints-pta@ntlworld.com 
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Garden of Remembrance 
 
As I write this, I note that it is two years 
to the day since Philippa and I marked 
the outline of the Garden of Remem-
brance with wooden stakes and garden 
twine in the churchyard. Plans for the PCC, consultation in the 
parish, faculty application, quotations, fund raising, grant applica-
tions, to say nothing about doing the work on site, has all taken its 
time. 
 
Our task during November and December is to plant hedging in-
side the post and rail fence by the Stanford Lane entrance – this is 
donated by the County Council along with two young Whitebeam 
trees for use in garden. Hopefully, by the time you read this, the 
only outstanding work should be the laying of the memorial stone 
at the front of the memorial wall. This is due to arrive in January 
and we are then planning a service of dedication in early spring. 
 
There have been many generous individual donations towards the 
cost of the project, benches have been donated, and people have 
given their time and skills in repairing the large iron gates, and 
providing supervision and advice. We have received grants from 
the Parish Council, the District Council and the All Churches Trust 
Fund. The suppliers and contractors have all shown generosity 
and flexibility and I would particularly like to thank Grasshoppers 
the main contractor, Squires the Monumental Masons, and Lang-
ford Garden Centre. We are immensely grateful to everyone who 
has provided support, financial or otherwise, in helping us build a 
fitting Garden of Remembrance for the whole village. 
 
Even in its adolescent state the garden has a feeling of peace. As 
it matures we hope it will prove a peaceful resting place for the 
departed, and a suitable focal point for remembrance and reflec-
tion, both on the departed and also on our lives in whatever faith 
we follow. 

Frank Rivett 
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Panto is coming!  
Hello everyone! With Christmas just round the corner, tickets for 
our Panto ‘Excalibur’ are now on sale! The dates are 15th - 17th 
January, tickets are available from myself on 01462 816216 or 
Lesley Wilson on 01462 813096. We also finally have a working 
email address which can be used to book tickets – cliftondram-
soc@hotmail.co.uk 

Excalibur is based on the Legend of King Arthur and Merlin, with 
all the traditional fun of a panto – a dame, comedy duo, song, 
jokes and lots of audience participation. It is one of our funniest 
scripts to date, and we look forward to seeing you all. Book early 
to avoid disappointment as we sold out last year! 

As always, if you require any further info, please contact me on 
01462 816216. See you all in January!  

Helen Nelson, Secretary – Clifton Dramatic Society 
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Day Date Time Service  

Sunday 30th 
November 

4:30 pm Christingle Service 

Sunday 21st 
December 

6:30 pm Festival of 9 Lessons & 
Carols 

Wednesday 24th 
December 

5:00 pm Candlelight Service with 
The Blessing of the Crib 

11:30 pm Christmas Eve Com-
munion Service 

Thursday 25th 
December 

11:00 am Family Communion 

Thursday 1st 
January 2009 

11:00 am New Year’s Family Com-
munion 

Sunday 
1st 

February 
2009 

11:00 am Candlemas Parish Com-
munion 
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CLIFTON WI 
 
Our President Joanne Pond welcomed everyone to our 86th Anniver-
sary meeting on 5th November.  The Minutes of the last meeting were 

read and signed.  Jennifer Watts read her report on the Autumn Federation 
Meeting at the Corn Exchange, Bedford.  Members attending agreed it was an 
excellent evening.  Notices were read and members were reminded to bring 
their own cutlery to the Xmas Party, and be there to eat at 7pm.  Treasurer’s 
Report next and reminder, new subs due in January.  Pat Kemp had arranged 
two outings and 44 members spent an evening at The Oaks Restaurant, Pot-
ton Rd, Biggleswade.  An excellent meal, after which the Manager had organ-
ised a quiz, great fun and a winning table!!  We were then escorted round their 
large Showroom displaying all kinds of beautiful furniture.  Second outing for 
10 members was to see Copacabana at the Gordon Craig Theatre which was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
Our speaker tonight was Beverly Lennox, who has been a fundraiser for 
Keech Hospice for 5 years.  She is the President of Houghton WI but her sub-
ject tonight was “Fruit and Flowers.”  Her first demonstration she called 
“Unusual Table Decorations.”  She started with a “straight” cucumber for the 
base and made a cut along the top, then placed in it, on cocktail sticks, cherry 
tomatoes, radishes, pieces of celery, grapes and cheese – very colourful.  
Next, a cantaloupe was cut zig zag round the middle, taken apart, both mid-
dles scooped out ready to be filled with different fruits.  The bases were cut 
flat to stand easily on the table.  Next Beverly transformed a large stripy water 
melon with flowers by cutting the top section and inserting hard stalked green-
ery across the front and back.  Then large deep red carnations were added, 
plus smaller ones and freesias.  For Xmas she added 2 gold painted cones on 
sticks, plus a decorated ribbon bow.  The final display was a small square 
shaped glass vase placed inside a larger one where Beverly placed lots of 
small pieces of fruit in the space between the two.  Water was then placed into 
the empty middle vase and a gold coloured Twig Ball placed on top into which 
was placed greenery, carnations, freesias and some eucalyptus round leaves.  
To end her visit Beverly showed us, out of coloured paper ribbon, how to 
make shiny coloured bows.  Looked easy, but it wasn’t!!  Audrey Steeds 
thanked Beverly for an enjoyable evening.  Also for kindly donating her dis-
plays for our raffle prizes. 
 
Competition winners: 1. Iris Weaver 2. Muriel Webster / Sue Gudgion 3. Teri 
Burn 
Tea Hostesses: Margaret Foulkes, Joyce Gray, Pat Heath 
Next month’s meeting: Annual Xmas Party (remember own cutlery) “Millers 
GROUP” 

Margaret Gorringe 
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CLIFTON FLORAL ART SOCIETY  
 
Our October meeting was our Harvest Fayre and the 
bring and buy stall raised £50 for our charity appeal 
which this year is the Air Ambulance.  Thank you to everyone for 
making this very successful.  The standard for the competition for 
any type of Anniversary was very good with several Ruby ar-
rangements, 3 Silver Anniversaries and a Pearl Anniversary.  1st 
Prize – Evelyn Law 2nd Prize – Nora Beale 3rd Prize – Jean Odell. 
 
A short demonstration was given by 3 committee members.  The 
first arrangement was by Jackie Harris which was a design for a 
Coral Anniversary using a tall pale peach crackle glass vase with 
orange Gerbera, pale peach Roses, pale peach spray Carnations 
with an orange edge and a mixture of red and green foliage.  The 
next demonstrator was Doreen Davies with Harvest/Autumn us-
ing yellow Roses, yellow single Carnations, yellow Alstroemeria 
and bronze daisy Chrysanthemums the arrangement was dis-
played on a wooden base.  The last arrangement was by Sylvia 
Twigg which was Jelly and Blancmange in a low black container.  
Sylvia used pink Nerines for the Blancmange with red Roses and 
red daisy Chrysanthemums for the Jelly. 
 
We hope that everyone enjoyed the Christmas Demonstration at 
Stotfold Memorial Hall on 26th November.  We will not be meeting 
in December or January.  Our next meeting will be our Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 25th February 2009. 
 
Jackie Harris   01462 700630 

October’s Clifton WI Report— Apologies for our mistake  
 
There was a typing  error in the printing of one word in the sen-
tence – “He left school to go to Guildford Technical College, 
where he did very well with his studies” and not very little as 
printed. 
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New Methodist Minister 
Dave Haseldine, and family 

 

Who are we? Well, we have come from Peterborough and follow on from 
Phil and Becky Snelson and family. (They have moved to Northampton, 
and the good news is that Phil is recovering slowly from the serious illness 
he had over the summer.) I grew up in Birmingham, Sarah grew up in 
Stony Stratford. We met through the C of E’s “Root Groups”, both doing a 
gap year as volunteers living in community houses with churches in tough 
housing estates. We have three children and most of the time they create 
a lot of laughs and good times. Ben plays the cornet and has just started 
6th form after achieving some great GCSE results. Lucy has started year 8, 
and loves Guides, and playing the clarinet as well as hockey. Both of them 
are still at the King’s School in Peterborough. Emily, however, is settling in 
well in Campton Lower School, Brownies and is learning the recorder. 
Sarah thoroughly enjoys working 3 days a week as a Teaching Assistant 
and is getting settled in to the local church and community having spent 
the first few Sundays taking the family to the Methodist Churches in Shef-
ford, Langford, Henlow and Upper Caldecote that I will serve and lead. 
About 15 years ago I was a mechanical engineer at Avery’s designing 
weighing scales, but I needed to follow God, either by applying engineer-
ing in more socially beneficial ways, or by serving others in the Church 
trying to be disciples of Jesus. While the engineering doors closed, the 
ministry doors opened. Apart from wrestling with God, for instance about 
why we can make such a mess of life, I also follow “The Baggies” (WBA), 
and like running origami and balloon modelling workshops. 
 
What are we discovering in Bedfordshire? First, that in country towns and 
villages most people know other people in the area by only a few links in a 
small chain! (Though Sarah knew this already.) Second, that people in the 
churches and communities can be tremendously friendly and caring, not 
just to us, but to anybody new. Thirdly, that you cannot simply “pop out for 
a few minutes” to reach all the trendiest shops (sorry, kids). And finally, 
that power cuts can go on for hours! 
 
What do I hope to do here? I want to continue to discover what good 
things God has been doing in, through and beyond people in the 
churches. Also, I am becoming increasingly sure that God wants people to 
become more Christ-like. So I aim to meet with others to try to be honest 
and mutually accountable about how we really do (and don’t) love God, 
and any others as ourselves.  

May we (and everyone) grow in this journey! (Amen!)  
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Bedfordshire Association 
Clifton, Beds, All Saints 

Sunday, 2 November 2008 in 2hr 55 (10-0-6) 
5184 Double Norwich Court Bob Major 

Composed by: R E J Dennis 
 

1. D Graham Hall 
2. Harriet Moncrieff 
3. Martin Major 
4. Vernon Green 
5. Margaret Whiteley 
6. Russell A Brown 
7. Martin J Whiteley 
8. Frank W Rivett (conductor) 

 

50th Birthday compliment to Sue Welsford 
 

Also remembering Colin Mann 
who would have been 75 on 3rd November 
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CLIFTON MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
On 8th November we held our annual coffee morning 
in the Church Hall.  This was a very successful and 
sociable event at which we raised £217. 
 
The Mothers’ Union will donate the proceeds to the 

following charities: 
 
�  AWAY FROM IT ALL 

�  Holidays to give quality life together for stressed families. 

�  BEDFORD REFUGE 

�  Christian family care 

�  LITERACY AND NUMERACY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME  

�  Enabling people in the third world to get work and support – em-
powers individuals to create a better future for themselves and 
their families. 

 
We would like to thank everyone who came along to give their support 
and help, enabling us to have such a successful coffee morning. 
 
Our speaker at November’s meeting was Rev. Martin Dawes, and the 
December meeting will be our Christmas party. 
 
We meet every third Tuesday in the Church Hall at 2.p.m. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Biggleswade Sandy Lions  
have just celebrated the granting of their Charter by Lions Clubs 
International 30 years ago, with a celebratory lunch, attended by 
Lions of Ampthill, Bungay, Luton and Royston.  Zone Chair 
Meriel Davies from Ampthill thanked club members for their com-
munity service work.  We also had a Halloween party – Lions like 
to have fun. 
 
It’s that time of year again!  Our planned sleigh runs in December 
are, Biggleswade on the 4th, Potton 8th, Langford 9th, Biggles-
wade 11th, Clifton 15th, Langford 16th and Henlow 18th.  Then,  
there’s our tin shakes at Sainsbury’s Biggleswade on 13th and 
14th December and at G & M Growers on 20th and 21st – our sin-
cere thanks to both for their support.  
 
Don’t forget our popular charity dance at the Weatherley Centre  
- 13th December – tickets are available from Linda and Mike 
Haslam on 01767 683115. 
 
All the money we receive goes to providing Christmas parcels to 
those in need – over 200 each year – and the rest to financing 
our community service work.  Please give as generously as you 
can – you will help us to help those who need. 
  
For more information on  Biggleswade Sandy Lions,  contact  
Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967  

LIONS HELP 
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The Enterprise Community:  Part 8. 
 
We now have ten people who have registered their interest in 
having an allotment in the Clifton area and Bob Smith, who first 
raised the issue, has been active in following up this demand 
with the appropriate authorities. 
 
A TV programme last week on Channel 4 by Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall of the River Cottage restaurant showed him discuss-
ing with the London Diocesan authorities the potential use of va-
cant Church land for allotments to which they enthusiastically 
agreed.  Hugh has set up a website called “Landshare” where 
people either seeking allotments; or with land to offer can register 
on-line.  Bob has registered as a  “facilitator”, helping others to 
find allotments or you could be a “landspotter” if you know of land 
that could be used for allotments.  Over 7,000 people have al-
ready registered.  Since the EU are now considering a ban on 
the agricultural use of many chemical pesticides it will become 
more important than ever to grow our own crops. 
 
For a number of years I have been a voluntary Ambassador for 
Science and Engineering in Schools and have been helping at 
the Samuel Whitbread Community College with its strong focus 
on Engineering.  Mostly this has involved giving careers advice to 
Students, introducing them to senior practitioners in their chosen 
career field and exposing them to issues which are now confront-
ing their chosen profession. These may turn out to be opportuni-
ties for them to shine at interview and later to rise more rapidly in 
their profession. 
 
Perhaps our most famous engineer of the last century was Sir 
Frank Whittle who invented the Jet Engine and had strong links 
with RAF Henlow, where he studied engineering, and with Clifton 
where he stayed in the old Rectory (now demolished). 
In the Institution of Mechanical Engineers headquarters in Lon-
don there is a room housing his memorabilia called the “Whittle 
Room” and a couple of weeks ago I went to a talk given by his 
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son Ian Whittle, a dyslexic who became a jet pilot, about his fa-
mous dad which he illustrated with some incredible films of his 
early test flights as an RAF Pilot.  The event was packed out!   I 
asked Ian if he would come to Clifton and Henlow, to repeat his 
talk at the Samuel Whitbread Community College, and he has 
agreed.  RAF Henlow would also like him to pay them a visit.  
When a suitable date has been agreed I will let you know.  The 
Gloster aircraft, that flew the Whittle Jet engines, were all de-
signed by George Carter who was born in Bedford and was ap-
prenticed at W.H.Allen. 
 
Sir Frank Whittle was the first recipient of the Prince Philip Medal 
awarded by the Royal Academy of Engineering for an out-
standing achievement.  The second recipient was Sir Dennis 
Rooke, who died just recently, for the introduction of North Sea 
Gas. The third, and the only one still alive, is Prof. Charles Kao, 
vice chancellor of the Chinese University of Hong Kong who, 
whilst at STC, discovered the method of transmitting information 
down optical fibres using lasers, from which so much of our mod-
ern communications has resulted.  He accepted my invitation to 
lunch at the RSA and readily agreed to help me transfer research 
into industry.  Sometimes the most celebrated people can be the 
most helpful. 
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East Anglian Film Archive 
 
Film captures moments in history. The East Anglian Film Archive 
collects and preserves these memories, keeping them alive for 
generations to come. Now, you too can own a piece of your local 
heritage. 
 
The Your Region on Film collection is a unique series of original 
documentaries tracing life in the East of England through the 
20th Century. Each documentary is made from a charming and 
fascinating collection of archive footage; from public information 
films to home movies. 
 
We have also recovered some classic local television from the 
vaults of the archive to bring to you on DVD. Amongst our Anglia 
TV favourites are the Bygones Specials and The Way We Were. 
Our collection has something for everyone, whether you want to 
find out more about where you or your ancestors lived, or if you 
just want to indulge in some nostalgia for a bygone age. 
 
We have just produced two new DVDs entitled Bedfordshire 
Memories Part 1 and Part 2. The DVDs tell the story of the 
county's history from the 1910s through to the 1960s, through a 
collection of rare archive films shot by both amateurs and profes-
sionals. 
  
Bernadine Brewer 
Marketing Officer  
Independent Studios UK 
Henderson Business Centre 
Ivy Road 
Norwich NR5 8BF 
Tel: 01603 251732 
  
New Releases: Memories of Cambridgeshire and the Fens Part 1 
& 2, available now from www.archivefilmshop.co.uk 
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December  

3 WI, Christmas Party, The Millers Group 

4 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

6 Christmas Concert, 7.45, Church 

7 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

21 Nine Lessons and Carols, 6.30 pm, Church 

24 
Candlelight Service, 5.00 pm, Church 

Christmas Eve Communion, 11. 45 pm 

25 Family Communion, 11.00 am Church 

January  

1 New Year Family Communion 

5 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

7 WI Safety at Home, PC Nick Masters 

15-17 Panto see p13 

26 Saturday Club, 2-4 pm, Church 

February  

1 
Candlemas Service, 11.00 am 

Church Open, 2-5 pm 

4 WI Members’ meeting 

25 Floral Art, AGM 

March  

1 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

4 WI AGM, My Life and Writing, Mrs S Barnes 
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A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on 
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the 
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at:  www.clifton-beds.co.uk . 

Date Time  Sidesperson  Reader  

30th Nov 
1st Advent 

8:00am Mrs. P. Heath   

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. S. Low-
ings & Family 

Miss. M Turner 
1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

4.30 pm   Christingle  

6:30pm Mrs. M. Cakebread Mrs. K. Blackmore 
Matthew 21.1-13 

7th Dec 
2nd Advent 

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. R. Wels-
ford 

Mr. D. Brace 
2 Peter 3.8-15 

6:30pm Mrs. N. Gifford Mr. P. Blackmore 
Romans 15.4-13 

14th Dec 
3rd Advent 

8:00am Mr. J. Peacock   

11:00am Mr. P. Blackmore 
Mr. D. Brace 

Mr. C. Brown 
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 

6:30pm Mrs. K. Blackmore Mrs. M. Cakebread 
Philippians 4.4-7 

21st Dec 
4th Advent 

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. C. Brown Mrs. D. Brown 
Romans 16.25-end 

6:30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Nine Lessons & Carols  

24th Dec 
  

5.00 pm   Candlelight service with 
blessing of crib  

11:30pm Mr. K. Gray Mrs. K. Blackmore 
Hebrews 1.1-4 

25th Dec 11:00am Mrs. S. Clarke 
Mrs. S. Collins 

Mrs. S. Welsford 
Titus 3.4-7 

28th Dec 
1Christmas 

8:00am Mr. M. Richardson   

11:am Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith 
& Family 

Miss. F. Kendall 
Galatians 4.4-7 

6:30pm Mr. K. Gray Mrs. J. Pavey 
Colossians 1.9-20 
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A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on 
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the 
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at:  www.clifton-beds.co.uk . 
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Date Time  Sidesperson  Reader  

1st Jan 11.00am   New Year Family Com-
munion  

4th Jan 
Epiphany 

11:00am Mrs. J. Dann 
Mrs. S. Dawson 

Mrs. S. Collins 
Ephesians 3.1-12 

6:30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mrs. K. Blackmore 
John 2.1-11 

11th Jan 
Baptism of 
Christ 

8:00am Mrs. K. Whitcher   

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. J. Good Mrs. L. Dawes 
Acts 19.1-7 

6:30pm Mrs. M. Cakebread Mrs. F. Kendall 
Ephesians 2.1-10 

18th Jan 
2 Epiphany 

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. W. Law-
rence 

Mrs. J. Dutson-Steinfeld 
Revelations 5.1-10 

6:30pm Mrs. N. Gifford Mrs. P. Rivett 
Hebrews 6.17-7.10 

25th Jan 
3 Epiphany 

8:00am Mrs. P. Heath   

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. R. Wels-
ford & Family 

Miss. L. Gray 
Revelation 19.6-10 

6:30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. A. Sullivan 
Titus 2.1-8,11-14 

1st Feb 
Candlemas 
  

11:00am Mr. D. Killick 
Mr. B. Livesey 

Mr. A. Good 
Hebrews 2.14-end 

6:30pm Mrs. K. Blackmore Mr. P. Blackmore 
John 2.18-22 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 
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