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Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton 

615499 

Churchwardens Anne Sullivan 
7 Knolls Way, Clifton 
Kevin Gray 
21 fairground Way, Clifton 

817491 
 

812820 

Organist & Choirmaster Peter Maundrell 
24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 
314621 

Headteacher, All Saints 
School 

Maureen Gravell 
Fildyke Road, Meppershall 

628444 

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke,  
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon 

850220 

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey, 
14 Sears Close, Clifton 

813179 

Church Hall Bookings Dorothy Brown,  
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 
All Saints School  

628444 

Chairman of the Parish 
Council 

Barry Livesey,  
75 Shefford Road, Clifton 

811385 

Community 
Centre Bookings 

Judy Lanham,  
Clerk to the Parish Council 
10 Alexander Close, Clifton 

813520 

Nadine Dorries MP Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close, 
High Street, Shefford 

811992 

Councillors  
Meppershall & Clifton  

Mr P B Carne, - District 
6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall 
Tony Rogers,  - District and County 
3 Poppy Hill, Henlow 

857803 
 

816305 

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 
The Rectory 

850150 
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Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden 
Cottage, 47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Chronicles Advertising SOLD OUT until Spring 2007—watch this space  

Chronicles Distribution Don Gray 
Hitchin Lane 

629690 

Police Contact   PC Nick Battams 
Non-urgent Number 01234 842567 

01234 
841212 

Clifton Residents 
Association 

Joyce Tiney, Secretary 
43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton 

814902 

Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, Clifton 629063 

Brownies Mrs Sandra Ransom 
1 Bilberry Road, Clifton 

813724 

Rainbows Ruth Burns 
20 Brickle Place, Clifton 

  622125 

Sunday School 
“ Sunday Bunch”   

Suzanne Stapleton  
2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow 

811929 

Biggleswade  
Gardening Club 

Mr A Gray 
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 
221428 

Providence Baptist 
Chapel 

Nick Rogers  07910 
353520 

WI Joanne Pond 629214 

Clifton Care Scheme  07817 
614654 

Pre-School Anna Busby, for prospectus 
Mornings Only 

851342 
816386 

Under Fives Patricia 
Paulette 

850160 
629646 

Parent and Toddler Vanessa Carter  
Deb Jackson 

639031 
816134 

Clifton Dramatic Soci-
ety 

Helen Beksibm /secretart 816216 
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Greetings and salutations! 
 
“Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and 
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dan-
gers of this night.” Third Collect, Evening Prayer, Book of Common Prayer 

 
And so we pray, each and every Sunday night, in All Saints’ 
Church at Evensong (to which you are always welcome). But, in 
these dark months of winter, we more fervently lift this prayer to 
God.  The light is returning, yes, gradually lightening our morning 
darkness, more each and every day. 
 
Despite this darkness, this February, we spend most of it rejoic-
ing in the glow of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, still high on 
the emotions felt from a King’s birthday celebration, his unofficial 
‘coronation’ by three high foreign kings who came to kneel down 
before our King.  In January, we witnessed this King’s Baptism 
and the Holy Spirit of God resting like a dove upon His head.  
This Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call the Anointed One and 
who early Greek-Christians called the Christ and early Jewish-
Christians called the Messiah, He reveals much of His power and 
compassion through the Bible stories told throughout the dark 
days of January and February. 
 
Just when we think the party will last forever, the final Sunday of 
February (this year) introduces us to the harsh realities of the 
season of Lent when Christians are bidden to spend four weeks 
(reduced from many more over the years) in deep thought about 
their ways of life, their spiritual health, and their relationships with 
both God and their neighbour.  Lent can be seen as another form 
of darkness, wherein we turn inwards and do some soul-
searching.  When does it end?  Certainly not when our King is 
captured, interrogated, tortured, and publicly executed, the height 
of our darkness lasting roughly three days. 
 
Our winter darkness, our spiritual darkness during this time, is 
shattered on Easter Day (8 April 2007).  For, then, we will bathe 
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in His glorious Light, the Light of Christ. This year, we will hold 
our Easter Morn Dawn Service of Light in the nearby village of 
Broom, complete with a massive bonfire and a blessing of the 
animals, again.  All are welcome. 
 
Don’t allow the darkness of these days overtake you for we are 
confident, through our Faith, that the Light of Christ shall shine 
upon those who believe in Him. 
 
Pax. 

Your Rector 
M-A+ 
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 

Sunday Services 
11.00 am and 6.30 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
 

Wednesday’s 
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 

Thursday’s 
10.30 am – coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 

Friday’s 
10.30 am – mums and tots. 
7.00 pm – Friday Club for 7-11 year olds.  Fun, craft, tuck and bible lessons. 
8.30 pm – Teen’s Club for 12 year olds plus.  Games, fun, chat and bible les-
sons. 
 

For more details contact Nick Rogers on 01462 630159 

All Saints Church—Open times 
 

Every Monday: 10 am—12 noon 
First Sunday of every month between 2 pm and 5 pm  
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray. 
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Under Fives – 2.15 pm in the Church 
 
Come and join in with a prayer, listen to a story and sing with the 
musical instruments. We have craft activities including sticking, 
colouring and painting. All followed by a drink and biscuit and the 
opportunity to meet other children and their carers. 
 
Please call Patricia on 850160 or Paulette on 629646 for further 
information. 
 

Dates for this term: 
January 11th   
    
February 1st    February 8th  HALF TERM  
  
March 1st   March 15th   March 22nd    
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All Saints’ Lower School 
 
Happy New Year from everyone at All Saints’ Lower. 
This term we welcomed 7 new children in the under 
fives class. 
 

Our usual end of term events went well. The joint school/ church 
Autumn fayre made £1900, partly due to the fact that dreadful 
weather trapped everyone inside the building.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped or came along. The children enjoyed the performance 
of Jack and the Beanstalk  by the West Midlands Theatre Group in 
December.  It was a welcome break from performing themselves. 
Our performance this was “ The Old Russian Shoemaker” and as 
usual the children were brilliant. 
 
The Carol Concert outside the Golden Lion was a great success 
with everyone who attended. Thanks to the parents of the choir and 
the ex-pupils who swelled the numbers, and also to Shefford Town 
Band which sent along some musicians. The collection on that eve-
ning raised almost £50 so Mrs Chiswell, on behalf of the PTA, sent 
it off to Save the Children who used it to equip a classroom in the 
Third World with sufficient paper and pencils for a year. 
 
Our police community liaison officer came out last term to speak to 
the children about Stranger Danger and safety inside and outside 
the home. 
 
Apparently the high winds have been setting off the burglar alarm 
recently. I can only apologise for this. I have asked the security 
company to try and attend more quickly in future. We obviously 
can’t turn it off for security and insurance reasons, particularly since 
we had an attempted break in during December. Many thanks to the 
neighbours who contacted the police when they saw intruders 
climbing over the wall. 
 
Information about the school, photographs and our weekly newslet-
ters, can be found on our new improved website: 
 

www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk/newsletters 
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Clifton Pre-School, Church Hall 
 
We provide progressive, child-centred & fun education for pre-school 
children aged 2 yrs 6 mths to 4 yrs. 
 
�  Open during school term only. 
�  FREE sessions for most 3 year olds. 
�  Low session charge for all other children. 
�  Qualified and caring staff team. 
 
Firstly, although it is a distant memory ‘Happy New Year’ from all at 
Pre-School! 
The holidays have brought a few changes. We said farewell to six of 
our children who move on to school. We hope that Tyler, Holly-Ann, 
Millie, Alfie, Ben and Francesca  are enjoying their new environment. 
We welcomed 7 new starters who have settled well with lot of new 
things to play with and lots of new friends. 
 
Our major change has been to the Chair. Jac Squire stood down at the 
end of December and a HUGE thank you goes to her for all the hard 
work and support during her time in this role. She will continue to head 
the pre-schools bid for our own premises and so will not be a stranger. 
We are pleased to announce that Debbie Jackson has now taken over 
the role of Chair and will prove to be another asset to our successful 
Pre-School. 
 
The theme for this half term is ‘space’. The children will have the op-
portunity to explore the planets using light projectors, music, books and 
through role play and craft activities. They will be making mobiles of 
stars and rockets, singing familiar nursery rhymes, listening to classical 
music and looking at the different colours and sizes of the planets. 
 
The festivals we will be celebrating are Valentines Day, Chinese New 
Year and Shrove Tuesday. The children will be creating special cards 
for the special people in their lives. The children will be making their 
own Chinese festival dragon and having their own procession accom-
panied by drums, gongs and symbols. There will be Chinese food 
available for the children to taste and talk about. The children will learn 
how each year was named after an animal.  Following this theme the 
children will be encouraged to make their own good luck decorations 
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and animal masks to represent the various years (of the rat, ox, tiger, 
hare, dragon etc). For Shrove Tuesday the staff and children will be 
making pancakes. They will look at how local customs differ for exam-
ple some areas of Germany eating pretzels. 
 
For more information please call us on 01462 816386 – mornings only 
For a Prospectus & Registration Form please call Anna Busby 01462 
851342 
 

 

Clifton Gardens 
June 2007 

 
Following our successful Open Gardens Event last year. Some 
Clifton organisations are getting together to encourage all mem-
bers of the community to contribute to the appearance of our at-
tractive village. 
 
The plan is to organise groups of ‘judges’ to look at all the gar-
dens in the village just as a passer-by would.  There will be gar-
dens selected from each area and these will go forward to be 
judged by another group of people. I for one will have to weed 
outside my wall!! Announcement of ‘winners’ and presentation of 
prizes at the Fete.  
 
If your organisation can help do get in touch. Do support all your 
fellow villagers and there will be lots more details next month. 
 
 Parish Council  
 Residents Association 
 All Saints PCC  
 Clifton Chronicles  
 

Kathy Blackmore, 646371 
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CLIFTON CARE 
SCHEME 

WELCOME TO 2007 
 
Christmas and New Year celebrations have been and gone and 
we all look forward to enjoying 2007, but although we in the Care 
Scheme share your hopes we are also aware that there are 
many villagers whose life can be improved by a little friendly help 
and that is just what we try to provide. 
 
We have successfully helped-out on approximately 1200 occa-
sions since we started the scheme in 2001, so that must have 
made a significant difference to the lives of quite a few of our 
neighbours. 
 
To enable us to continue providing this level of support we must 
recruit more volunteers to help in any way they can. In particular 
we need help in two areas:- 
 
1.     We need a couple more volunteers to man our phone on a 

rota basis. This means taking our mobile phone (about once 
every couple of months) to record each request from a cli-
ent and matching that with a volunteer who is able to help. 
You aren’t tied to the phone all day, it can be switched off 
for a few hours while you are otherwise engaged and the 
calls are diverted to the answer phone to be retrieved later. 

 
2.     We also need more drivers available during the week to 

take clients mainly to surgeries, hospitals and clinics. You 
will not incur any expense as clients pay a set mileage 
charge to cover running costs and reimburse you for any 
other expense (e.g. car park charges). You don’t have to 
pre-commit to any set times, you only accept a task when it 
is convenient for you to do so. 

 
Both these jobs are a great way to meet fellow villagers, can be 
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thoroughly enjoyable and offer the satisfaction of knowing that by 
a simple act you can make someone’s life a little better. Why not 
find out how you can become involved by phoning the following 
number and asking someone to come and chat to you. We prom-
ise not to try and talk you into anything – “press-ganged” volun-
teers are definitely no use to us. 
 
OUR REGULAR SERVICES 
As always, we are here to provide Clifton residents with whatever 
practical help or advice we can, whether the problem is large or 
small – if you need us just call 

07817 614654 
 

CLIFTON FLORAL ART SOCIETY 
 
Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meet-
ing which will be held on Wednesday 28 February at 
Clifton Church Hall starting at 7.30 pm. 
 

We hope that everyone enjoyed the Christmas Demonstration by 
Doug Howard at Stotfold Memorial Hall and the sing a long pro-
vided by Malcolm and Geoff to get us in the mood for Christmas 
with carols and songs.  Doug arranged some beautiful designs 
with a wonderful colour scheme and told us lots of local stories of 
his Christmas at the old school in Stotfold. 
 
The committee would like to tank Doug and Janet for all of their 
hard work. 
 
We have a full programme of demonstrators booked for 2007 
plus a practical and social evening in July and our Autumn Fayre 
and Competition in October.  The Christmas Demonstrator this 
year will be Tan Strong and her title is Christmas Cracker.  This 
will be held at Stotfold Memorial Hall on Wednesday 28 Novem-
ber. 

Jackie Harris, 01462 700630 
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CLIFTON PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP 
 
Clifton Parent & Toddler Group runs on a Wednesday morning at the 
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. There’s a warm welcome for 
everyone who comes along and joins in the fun - you’ll meet new 
friends, have a drink and a chat, you can let your children socialise with 
other toddlers and play with our large selection of toys and activities. 
 

�  toddlers from birth to 4 years old 
�  9.30am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time 
�  free refreshments for parents and children 
�  ride on toys, trampoline, climbing frame & slide 
�  role play toys, soft play 
�  craft table, books and puzzles 
 

Every week at toddlers we have the usual excellent array of toys that 
the children can choose to play with. We have used the money we 
have raised in 2006 to purchase four new, child-height, folding tables.  
These should be very useful for play time and snack time so thanks to 
all who have contributed to our fund-raising.  We are always happy to 
receive any suggestions if parents and carers would like to see particu-
lar toys or equipment that we haven’t yet got. 
 
Thank you to Marion Carpenter, who has come forward to stand as 
Chair person for toddlers. We will need a new treasurer after the 
Easter break as Tracey Gunn will be stepping down from her role. We 
are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of children 
and parents attending each week. However, we always need more 
committee members. Do join us if you enjoy coming to toddlers and 
feel you have a small amount of time spare to make a contribution to 
our group.  
  
You can pre-pay for your toddlers’ sessions by purchasing vouchers. 
They are available in packs of ten, costing £13.50 for one child or 
£18.00 for two or more children i.e. one session free.  
 
Dates for your Diary: 
14th February- No toddlers, half term 
4th and 12th April- No toddlers, Easter holiday 
30th May- No toddlers, half term 
20th July- Last toddlers before summer holidays. 
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CLIFTON WI 
 
On Wednesday 3 January 2007 in the Church Hall Joanne Pond wel-
comed 39 members.  The minutes of the November 2006 meeting were 
read and signed.  There were no minutes for the December meeting as it 
was our Christmas party, we had good food and were entertained by Billy 
Keys, who once again made it an hilarious evening which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all including visitors from the other WI’s in our group. 
 
Our speaker for the evening was Mr A Painter MBE who is a Magistrate at 
Bedford Court.  Each sitting has 3 Magistrates, 2 known as Wingers and 1 
Chairman, these do not have legal training as such, but have a legal advi-
sor at all sittings.  There is also an usher in court who sees people are in 
the right place at the right time.  Mr Painter told us examples of some of 
the cases he had dealt with.  Sentencing powers vary according to the 
crime eg: “Absolute Discharge” – no punishment or fine.  “Conditional Dis-
charge” – no punishment at present provided they stay out of trouble for 
the next 12 months, if they do not, then both offences are considered for 
punishment.  Fines” – are determined on individual circumstances (on av-
erage 95% of all fines are now collected against 60% a few years ago).  
Fines received from grey speed cameras go to the government, those 
from the brightly coloured cameras go to local authorities.  “Community 
Service” – where offenders are made to work in the Community under su-
pervision.  “Probation” – try to establish why they offend and offer help, in 
some cases this is the first time anyone has shown concern for them.  Pro-
bation is now called “Community Rehab Order.” 
 
If an offender pleads “guilty” they may be dealt with in the Magistrates 
court (with a maximum sentence of 6 months).  If they plead “not guilty” 
they will usually be sent to a Crown court. A Magistrates service is volun-
tary, they must work a minimum of 26.5 days in a year, and they retire 
when they reach the age of 70, both sexes and all age ranges are consid-
ered.  Mr Painter then answered many questions from the members.  It 
was a most interesting and informative evening.  Joanne Pond gave the 
vote of thanks. 

 
Tea hostesses were Janice Cobb and Betty Cooke. Compe-
tition was won by Iris Smyrk, 2nd Irene Humphreys, 3rd 
Audrey Steeds. 
 

Next month will be Members night and the speaker is one of 
our members Helen Chessum. The competition will be the 
letter “W.” 
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BEDFORD FAMILY CENTRE 
 
Letter to Gladys Dawson dated 19 December 2006 
 
Dear Gladys 
 
I write to thank you for your very kind donation of toys to the 
Family Centre. 
 
As you may be aware, Spurgeon’s Family Centre works in part-
nership with Social Services, the NHS and other caring agencies 
on a very wide range of projects to help the most vulnerable and 
needy families in the local community.  Our main area is preven-
tative work, to try to prevent family breakdown and children being 
received into care.  We also offer private and comfortable rooms 
at the Centre where families can have contact with those children 
already in care, run outreach family support groups and befriend-
ing, a scheme to appoint voluntary adult befrienders for children 
in care, a scheme to appoint childminders for children with dis-
abilities and a play care scheme at Bedford Prison.  We also run 
a scheme on behalf of Social Services for Young Carers, which 
would offer support and information to those children caring for a 
disabled parent or sibling (s). 
 
We are focused and committed to further our work in areas such 
as this, where we feel there is a real need.  This work would not 
be possible without donations from people such as yourself, and 
we are always heartened when our work is remembered in this 
way. 
 
Once again, thank you and best wishes. 
 
Sharon Griffiths 
Spurgeon’s Child 
Care 
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 POPPY APPEAL 
 
Many thanks to all who contributed so generously to this year’s 
Poppy Appeal.  We have raised £1,067.66. 
 
A big “thank you” to all our collectors for their time and energy 
which has made the appeal so successful. 
 
Thank you to Joan for helping us to organise the appeal for the 
first time and to Iris for your invaluable assistance in counting all 
the money. 
 
Sue Kitulagoda and  
Nora Gifford 
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BIGGLESWADE-SANDY 
LIONS CLUB 

 

Many, many hearty thanks from the President 
and Members of the Lions Club to the people of Clifton for your 
generosity towards us. Your response to our Christmas Appeal 
on the night of December 7 was magnificent . A total of £500 was 
collected or donated later . Well done everyone . 
 
As part of the Appeal over 200 parcels were delivered throughout 
the area on the weekend of December 15-16 and we have re-
ceived many letters of appreciation from grateful recipients . 
  
Looking ahead  we have two events coming shortly . The Jumble 
Sale , now an annual event , is on February 24 in the Community 
Centre . Full details appear elsewhere in the magazine .  Also as 
mentioned in the December issue , there will be a performance 
by The Time of Your Lives Musical Theatre Group in Langford 
Village Hall on March 18 , of their new production "All the World©s 
a Stage " . For further information on the concert or if you have 
unwanted items for The Jumble Sale please contact 814693 , 
814967 , 811385 , 812386 . 

  
Finally many thanks for your support in 
the past year . We can only help others if 
you help us . We wish you all a healthy , 
happy and peaceful New Year 
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Submissions 
We welcome news from all local clubs and societies and items which are of 
general interest to the community. Articles published in the Chronicles are not 
the views of the Chronicles’ team and we reserve the right not to publish any 
items .  

February 

1 Under Fives – 2.25 in the Church 

4 Church Open, 2 – 5 pm 

7 WI, Church Hall, 7.45 

8 Under Fives – 2.25 in the Church 

20 MU, Arthur Clarke – The Italian Pilgrimage 

28 Clifton Floral Art, AGM Church Hall at 7.30 

March 

1 Under Fives – 2.25 in the Church 

4 Church Open, 2 – 5 pm 

7 WI, Church Hall, 7.45 

15 Under Fives – 2.25 in the Church 

20 MU, Betty Brown – USA Coast to Coast by Train 

22 Under Fives – 2.25 in the Church 
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A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on 
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the 
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at:  www.clifton-beds.co.uk . 

Date Time Sidesperson Reader 

4th Feb 
3 before 

Lent 

11.00am Mr. D. Brace 
Mrs. S. Clarke 

Mrs. P. Outen 
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 

6.30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Mr. A. Burnage 
Colossians 3.1-22 

11th Feb 
2 before 

Lent 

8.00am Mrs. P. Heath   

11.00am Mrs. S. Collins 
Mrs. J. Cooper 

Mrs. J. Pavey 
Revelation 4 

6.30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mrs. M. Cakebread 
Matthew 6.25-end 

18th Feb 
1 before 

Lent 

11.00am Mrs. J. Dann 
Mrs. S. Dawson 

Mr. J. Peacock 
2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2 

6.30pm Mr. P Stapleton Mrs. F. Kendall 
John 12.27-36 

25th Feb 
1 Lent 

8.00am Mr. J. Peacock   

11.00am Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith 
& Family 

Family Service 
Romans 10.8-13 

6.30pm Mrs. K. Blackmore Mrs. J. Pavey 
Luke 18.9-14 

4th Mar 
2 Lent 

11.00am Mr. & Mrs. J. Good Mrs. A. Sullivan 
Philippians 3.17-4.1 

6.30pm Mrs. M. Cakebread Mrs. P. Rivett 
Luke 14.27-33 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 
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