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Priest in Charge  Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale  
The Rectory 

850150 

Curate (NSM)  Caren Topley  
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton 

615499 

Churchwardens  Kevin Gray  
21 Fairground Way, Clifton 
Chris Killick  
116 Shefford Road 

812820 
  
647669 

Organist &  
Choirmaster  

Peter Maundrell  
24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 
314621 

PCC Treasurer  Arthur Clarke  
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon 

850220 

PCC Secretary  Jane Pavey  
14 Sears Close, Clifton 

813179 

Church Hall  
Bookings  

Dorothy Brown  
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

      

Headteacher, All 
Saints School  

Maureen Gravel l 
Fildyke Road, Meppershall 

628444 

School Governors  Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale  
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray  

850150 
812820 

School Bookings  Justine McCarthy  
All Saints School 

628444 

  

Parish Council 
Chairman  

Barry Livesey  
75 Shefford Road, Clifton 

811385 

Community Centre 
Bookings  

Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 
10 Alexander Close, Clifton 

813520 

MP 
Nadine Dorries  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close,  
High Street, Shefford  

811992 

Councillors  
Meppershall & 
Clifton  

Mr P B Carne  – District 
6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall 
Tony Rogers  – District & County 
3 Poppy Hill, Henlow 

857803 
  
816305 
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Chronicles Editor  Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 
47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Chronicles  
Advertising  

SOLD Out – until Spring 2008 – watch 
this space  

811303 

Chronicles  
Distribution  

Don Gray  
Hitchin Lane, Clifton 

629690 

  
Biggleswade  
Gardening Club  

Mr A Gray  
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.n
et 

01767 
221428 

Brownies 1 st 
Clifton  

Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton 813724 

Brownies 2 nd 
Clifton  

Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157 

Care Scheme    07817 
614654 

Dramatic Society  Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216 
Guides  Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063 
Parent and  
Toddlers  

Sue 
  

01234 
381091 

Police Contact  PC S Busby  
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 

01234 
841212 

Pre-School  www.cliftonpreschool.ik.org or 
Session times tel 

  
816386 

Providence  
Baptist Chapel  

Nick Rogers  07910 
353520 

Rainbows  Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125 
Residents  
Association  

Joyce Tiney , Secretary 
43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton 

814902 

All Scouts  Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 
Scouts,  Cubs, Beavers, Explorers 

813799 

Sunday School  
“Sunday Bunch”  

Suzanne Stapleton  
2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow 

811929 

Under Fives  Patricia  
Paulette  

850160 
629646 

WI Joanne Pond  629214 
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From the desk of the Rector 
Greetings and salutations, friends and parishioners! 
 

I pray that your New Year’s resolutions are still intact, that you 
are remaining true to yourselves, and that you are remaining 
true to each other.  Oh, to be true, if it were but true, is to act 
according to your soul.  But, that is rather difficult to discern.  
Unlike the characters in Philip Pullman’s fantasy novel North-
ern Lights, we cannot talk to our souls.  Oh, I imagine our soul 

keeps our body company, but not in the same way as two passengers in a taxi 
might keep each other company by exchanging pleasantries and the greeting 
of the day.  So how do we discern the true path to walk in?  Who will show us 
the way? 
 
Left to our own devices, we humans tend to act like fluid, seeking the path of 
least resistance.  It is absolutely essential, through our will to live, that we eat 
and sleep, that we protect ourselves…and we do or die, mostly.  The trouble 
starts when there are two of us and only one apple.  Then the stronger or clev-
erer gets the apple and the weaker withers, starves, or perishes.  Unless…
unless the stronger shares, which is essentially contradictory to her nature.  
We know this because we see it every day, all around us.  We can even see a 
Darwinian sense of self-preservation and dominance on the motorways, in the 
shops, and at the office…or even on the pitch.  “The strong shall survive!”  
What about the weak, the less clever, the differently able?  They have souls 
too, don’t they, with needs and desires? 
 
In our world, it may be so tempting to always look out for number one.  But, it 
is never prudent to forget everyone else.  Any act of selfishness, any act that 
by its very nature is self-centred, causes ripples of pain and hurt to untold 
numbers in the process.  We must be true to ourselves, yes, which itself must 
entail considering and calculating the effects of that truth upon others and their 
truths. 
 
I am interested in this because it is increasingly clear to me how quickly we 
are sliding back into a selfish and destructive society, in which ‘I’ is substituted 
for ‘we’.  I, hopefully along with many others, was shocked and repulsed to 
find that utility companies (who, let’s face it, aren’t losing money at any rate) 
are to increase prices by upwards of 15%.  The ‘I’ is comparatively small, 
where the ‘we’ is nation-wide.  I pray for their souls and for ours.  I pray that 
we return to loving our neighbour as ourselves, for taking advantage of our 
neighbour only throws us into deeper darkness.  May this February find you 
and yours in peace and happiness; may this February find all of us in far more 
joy than in fear, filled with a sense of confidence in our neighbours not in mis-
trust. 

Pax, Mark-Aaron+ 
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18th November 2007   Abigail Louise Bond,  
     Holly Louise Edwards,  

    Sarah Louise Bond; 
                          
30th December 2007   Polly Elizabeth Martin.�

All Saints Church—Open times  
 

Every Monday: 10 am—12 noon 
First Sunday of every month between 2 pm and 5 pm  
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray. 
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton  
 
Sunday Services  
 

11.00 am and 6.30 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
 
Mondays  
 

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5 
 
Wednesdays  
 

Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 
Thursday’s  
 

10.30 am – coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 
Fridays  
 

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots. 
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8 
 

For more details contact Nick Rogers on 07910353520  

Lent – Celebrity, Spin and Rock & Roll 
Saturday 2nd February, All Saints Church 

 
An opportunity to prepare for Lent 2008 with a morning of reflection on 
Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness. Join us on Saturday 2 February 
between 9 am and midday at All Saint’s Church Clifton. After sharing 
breakfast and Morning Prayer together, there will three half hour ses-
sions when we will think about the temptations Jesus was subject to in 
the wilderness, and reflect on parallels that might apply to our lives 
today. The morning will close with a brief informal service. The pur-
pose is to help you prepare for Lent, so there will be no pressure to 
share your thoughts unless you want to, and if you want to just sit qui-
etly in Church that’s fine as well. The only thing we ask is that if you 
want to join us for Breakfast you let us know beforehand so we can 
make sure there is enough for all. If you would like to know more about 
this event please contact either Robin Welsford on 811303 or the Rec-
tor on 850150. 
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All Saints Voluntary Aided 
Lower School 

 
Happy New Year— from everyone at All Saints’ Lower 

 
This term we welcomed 10 new children in the under fives class and two in 
other classes. 
 
Our usual end of term events went well. The joint school/ church Autumn fayre 
made over £1800.  Thanks to everyone who helped or came along. The chil-
dren enjoyed the performance of Sinbad the Sailor by the West Midlands 
Theatre Group in December.  It was a welcome break from performing them-
selves. The under-five class did a traditional Nativity Play, which was excellent 
as usual. The whole school  performance was  “Two  Hundred Years Of 
Learning In Clifton”. It went down very well with audiences, particularly the 
year one class rendition of “the locomotion”. There are photos on our website. 
 
Our collections went to an orphanage, G.I.R.L. India, with which we are in 
contact . The orphanage rescues homeless girls living on the streets.( There 
are many more homeless girls than boys). We were able to send over £340, 
which will help to fund the required cows and a new water filtration system to 
rid them of typhoid in the orphanage. There are photos of some of the girls on 
our website. Our value this month is “Appreciation” and it is very rewarding 
when our children are able to identify how much we have to be grateful for in 
comparison to others and to recognise that we need to appreciate our homes 
and families rather than material possessions. 
 
The Carol Concert outside the Golden Lion was a great success with every-
one who attended. Thanks to the parents of the choir and the ex-pupils who 
swelled the numbers, and also to Shefford Town Band which sent along some 
musicians. 
 
We are busy preparing for our Gala Evening on 23rd February to commemo-
rate 200 years of learning inn Clifton. We hope to see many ex-pupil, parents 
and staff at that event. By the time this issue is published we should  have Pre
-School on site and hopefully almost ready to start before and after school 
provision for school children as well as Pre- School children. Look out for fliers 
in the village. We apologise for any inconvenience caused by contractors’ ve-
hicles in Church Street. 
 
Information about the school, photographs and our weekly newsletters, can be 

found on our website: www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk  
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CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Winter Crime Reduction Advice from Watch Wide News 
 
Shopping Safely and Sensibly Beware of pickpockets, keep an 
eye on belongings and put purses away before leaving the till.   
Take care at cash machines and be wary of people standing too close; 
if possible use machines inside the bank. 
If shopping online, check out the sites payment methods and the secu-
rity which they offer. 
 
Protect the home whilst out  Use timer switches and have a radio tuned 
into a talk show 
Don’t forget to draw the curtains. 
If going on holiday ask a neighbour to collect the post and perhaps 
park on the drive. 
Dispose of boxes which might advertise the presence of new items in 
the house. 
 
Time for a Security Health Check 
Check outdoor security lighting and doors, repair or replace faulty lights 
or padlocks and check that house alarms are working. 
Freezers, wine or bicycles stored in unprotected outbuildings could be 
targets for burglars. 
Ensure property is security marked  
 
Beware of  unexpected visitors – bogus callers, Distraction burglars, 
cold callers or rogue callers. 
Check the credentials of genuine unexpected callers. 
Finally if in any doubt, don’t open the door. 
 
Motor Vehicles:   Park in busy well lit areas, leave personal and valu-
able items at home, but if it is essential to have them in the car, store 
them in the boot before leaving. 
One last warning   -- Don’t store goods in the car and return to the 
shops for more.    A thief may be watching … 
 
 
War Memorial The saga continues.. The matter is still in the hands of 
the insurance company but the Parish Council is endeavoring to make 
progress. 
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Shefford Deanery 
Lent Eucharists 2008 

In Good Faith—Living the Creed in daily life 
 
Tuesday 12 February: St Andrew’s Church, Langford 

God the Father:  “…. the One for whom we exist”  
 
Tuesday 19 February:  St Mary’s Church Stotfold 

 God the Son:  “… who took our human nature” 
 
Tuesday 26 February: St Mary’s Church Haynes 

God the Spirit: “… who gives life to the people of God” 
 
Tuesday  4 March:  St Michael & All Angels Church Shefford 

The Lord of the Church 
 
Tuesday 11 March:  All Saints Church Southill 

The Lord of time and eternity  
 

The services begin at 7.45pm and will be followed by refreshments 
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Clifton to:  Return  
Mileage  

Cost £  

Addenbrookes Hospital 60 24.00 

Ampthill 18 7.20 

Arlesey 6 2.40- 

Baldock 14 5.60 

Bedford Hospital (South Wing) 23 9.20 

Bedford Hospital (North Wing) 25 10.00 

Biggleswade 12 4.80 

Harefield Hospital 86 34.40 

Hitchin 14 5.60 

Letchworth 14 5.60 

Papworth Hospital 50 20.00 

Sandy 19 7.60 

Stevenage 26 10.40 

Stotfold 8 3.20 

Shefford 3.5 1.40 

Welwyn Garden City (QE2 Hospital) 49 19.60 

Deliver prescriptions to doctors and collect 
from Lloyds and take to home (ie 2 jour-
neys) 

7 £2.80 

�&'�(�)���*+���,+�+����������	�
��
�

WANTED CORNER 
 

 

Garage wanted in the Clifton area to 
keep restored classic car. Please con-

tact Roger England : 01462 812241  
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Clifton Pre-School  
 

Welcome to 2008, a year that promises to be a great one for our Pre-
School particularly as by the time you read this we should have taken 
delivery of the new portacabin at All Saints school which will become 
our new home! Continued thanks go to everyone who is working so 
hard on this project and particular thanks to the P.T.A and All Saints 
church for their invaluable support. Further information regarding the 
breakfast and after school clubs which will also be housed here will be 
posted on our Website shortly, but in the meantime, any enquiries can 
be dealt with by phoning either the Pre-School during session times on 
01462816386 or Deb Jackson on 01462816134. 
 
Christmas seems such a long time ago but we had a wonderful concert 
which as always was well attended and included an excellent raffle 
raising £274. We hope everyone managed to come and see us helping 
at “Santa’s Grotto” which raised a further £580, and our gratitude goes 
to Langford Garden Centre for arranging this. At the end of the year we 
sadly said goodbye to our Treasurer Emma Sewell who will be greatly 
missed from the Committee (although we know she will stay in touch 
and continue to help when needed). 
 
At the start of the year, we welcomed 6 new children, Hannah, Adam, 
Alexander, Nonna, Annie and Lewis and hope they settle in well. This 
term our theme is ‘Ourselves’ starting with our eyes; what they do, how 
they work, the different colours etc. We will also learn about Shrove 
Tuesday and Valentines Day and why these days are special. 
 
Diary Dates  
5th February: Shrove Tuesday 
11th February: Half term week 
20th March: Last day of term 
8th March: Summer term start 
 
For dates of events, pictures etc and a prospectus please go to our 
new website www.cliftonpreschool.ik.org. For any other information or 
to arrange a visit, please contact a member of staff during session 
hours on 01462 816386 or e-mail us at cliftonpreschool@hotmail.co.uk 
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 “OPEN MEETING” 

 
Tuesday 26th February 2008 

7.30 pm in the Church Hall, Stanford Lane, Clifton 
 

Are you interested in what might happen to your village 
and the environment within the immediate area? 

 
Then please support and attend this open meeting 

which has been called to re-inaugurate the 
Clifton Preservation Society  

and re-instate a new committee  
 

For further information please telephone  
Mr John Whitbread on 01462 811826  or    

Mr John Taylor QC on 01462 812307 

Chess 
 
I am retired and like to play chess at a lower social level. 
 
I wonder how many readers of this Chronicles would have a 
similar interest and would like to form with me a chess "group", 
any sex, any age, forming a social function at arranged intervals 
where competition is matched with social contact. Nothing too 
serious or competitive. 
 
Mr Colston Blannin. 
 
e-mail  colston.blannin@ntlworld.com     
or tel;  01462814104 
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CLIFTON  
PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP  

 
Clifton Parent & Toddler Group runs on a Wednesday morning from 9.15 till 11.00 
at the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. There’s a warm welcome for every-
one who comes along and joins in the fun - you’ll meet new friends, have a drink 
and a chat, you can let your children socialise with other toddlers and play with our 
large selection of toys and activities. 
 
�  toddlers from birth to 4 years old 
�  9.15am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time 
�  free refreshments for parents and children 
�  ride on toys, trampoline, climbing frame & slide and out door play weather 

permitting 
�  role play toys, soft play, play dough  
�  craft table, books and puzzles 
�  £1.50 for 1 child £2 for 2 or more 
 
Every week at toddlers we have the usual excellent array of toys that the children 
can choose to play with. We have used the money we have raised in 2006 to pur-
chase four new, child-height, folding tables and lots of new toys including dino-
saurs and mat ,new dressing up clothes, some happyland from elc,and lots more !.    
We are always happy to receive any suggestions if parents and carers would like 
to see particular toys or equipment that we haven’t yet got. 
 
We are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of children and par-
ents attending each week. However, we always need more committee members. 
Do join us if you enjoy coming to toddlers and feel you have a small amount of 
time spare to make a contribution to our group.  
 
Urgent !!!!  
 
we usually have a  paid session supervisor who is responsable for setting up / 
packing away and helping to ensure the smooth  running of the toddler group but  
unfortunatly she has been offered a full time job and has therfore left us ! so we 
are looking for a well motivated , caring individual to fill the position and sooner 
rather than later if you are interessted then please contact beccy on 01462 
819373.  
 
Positive or negative !  
 
just to say that the committee at toddlers are all volenteers who have their own 
children and they work hard to keep the group running and keep it fun and friendly  
and if you do have any comments or feed back we would like to hear it as it does 
dishearten members when people are negative but are not forthcomming with 
there comments we like to think its a good group and want everyone to enjoy it ! 
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CLIFTON WI 
 
Our year ended with a successful Christmas Party.  Friends from 
Stotfold, Arlesey, Shefford, Henlow and Langford WI Groups 

joined us to enjoy a seasonal meal.  The first course was prepared by our 
Committee and delicious desserts by our members. 
 
Joanne, Mary, Katherine and Pauline entertained us all with a humorous 
sketch, a Yorkshire Mystery “Death by Chocolate.” 
 
Our evening ended in true Christmas Celebration.  Rev Mark-Aaron came 
to lead us all singing carols with Joanne’s friend Molly accompanying us 
on her keyboard.  A perfect ending to a most enjoyable evening. 
 
Joanne Pond welcomed 34 members and 1 visitor to our first meeting in 
2008.  Minutes and notices were read out and the treasurer gave her re-
port.  Our team had enjoyed the quiz night at Henlow WI as did the mem-
bers travelling by coach to Thursford Annual Spectacular Xmas Show.  
We were entertained tonight by Peggy Simmons, an interesting insight to 
TV’s “The Weakest Link” when in 2005 she was a contestant.  Peggy was 
a womens services driver during the war and sadly lost a leg in a bomb 
blast.  On the TV application form she was asked, any disabilities, how 
long in the UK, on TV before?  Life history details and many more ques-
tions, including how would you cope with Anne’s sharp tongue and putting 
down!  Peggy received an invite to go to a hotel in Cambridge where she 
met Ben, a staff member of Weakest Link and other contestants.  Each 
were given a general knowledge questionnaire and then a trial run fol-
lowed by an individual interview.  The producer and Anne go through all 
applications before deciding.  Finally Peggy received a thank you letter 
and was asked to go on the actual show on 17 October.  Peggy went for 
the recording to Pinewood Studios where she met the other contestants.  
They had a rehearsal, lots of stopping and starting and editing.  Peggy 
recalled that she was in a daze at the end of that day after such an experi-
ence. 
 
Gill Brown gave our thanks to Peggy for such a good evening. Tea Host-
esses:  Sonia Pugh and Betty Cooke. Competition Winners:  1. Gill Brown 
2. Margaret Gorringe 3. Audrey Steeds Next meeting:  6 February – Mem-
bers Meeting. Competition – item beginning with “I”. 
 

Margaret Gorringe   01462 629843 
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CLIFTON FLORAL ART SOCIETY  
 
Our next meeting will be our Annual General 
Meeting which will be held on Wednesday 27 
February at Clifton Church Hall starting at 7.30 
pm. 
 
We have a full programme booked for 2008 including demonstra-
tions for March (Carole Johnson – From Dreams to Reality), 
June (Jacky O’Hare – Anything Goes), July (Julie Woods – Pop-
corn) and our Christmas demonstration will be held on 26 No-
vember at the Memorial Hall, Stotfold and our demonstrator this 
year is Nick Grounds. 
 
We have speakers for May (Sandra Barker – The Wonderful 
World of Willow) and September (Keith Hichisson from Langford 
Garden Centre). 
 
In April we will be holding our practical evening which will be an 
arrangement to celebrate a 40th (Ruby) Anniversary.  We will be 
holding our Autumn Fayre and competition at our October meet-
ing, followed by Ready, Steady, Flowers. 
 
We hope that everyone enjoyed last year’s Christmas Demon-
stration by Tan Strong, whose many arrangements for her 
“Christmas Cracker” used some unusual containers and stands 
with a mixture of exotic flowers and some of the first Tulips of the 
new season.  Tan also provided us with lots of practical designs 
for use in our own homes over Christmas, as well as recipes.  
We had an excellent raffle and sales table. 
 
The committee would like to thank all of the club members who 
provided raffle prizes and who helped behind the scenes at the 
Christmas Demonstration. 
 

Jackie Harris  01462 700630 
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GOOPERS CHARITY 
 
Dear Jessie and Vi 
 
Thank you so much for the latest donation to the Equipment 
Fund, we need to upgrade our Vaccine Fridge and this will just 
cover the cost. 
 
I will take this opportunity to thank you on behalf of the Practice 
for all your endeavours on our behalf over the years. All of your 
hard work has been very much appreciated by both us and the 
patients that your generous donations have helped. 
 
Many, many thanks, Vivien Kinch-Jameson 
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All Change at Clifton Dramatic Society! 

Hello everyone and a belated Happy New Year! Christmas is 
now a distant memory and the cast have recovered from the 
Panto – just! Thank you to all of you who came along to support us and 
to those who helped with teas, ticket sales etc. We really appreciate all 
the help and support from the local village and businesses. 

We’d also like to take this opportunity to thank Don and Val Brace for 
all their  help over the years with Clifton Dramatic Society. Don bravely 
volunteered for the job as Chairman nearly 8 years ago, and both he 
and Val have since then worked tirelessly behind the scenes, from sell-
ing tickets and catering, to helping to clear up after events. Don has 
now stepped down as chairman, though we still hope to see Don and 
Val at our events!  

Our new Chairman is Lesley Wilson, many of you will know Lesley 
through Church, Sunday School and Henlow Middle School. She has 
been with Clifton Dramatic Society for quiet a few years and as a 
Clifton resident will continue to ensure that Clifton Dramatic Society 
remains a friendly, village group. 

Quiz Night - Clifton Dramatic Society’s next event is a 40th Anniversary 
Quiz Night to be held at the Church Hall on 8th March. This is to cele-
brate our  40 years as Clifton Dramatic Society. As well as a devious 
quiz to get the brain cells going, there will be a buffet and exhibition of 
photos and articles relating to our 40 years together. Tickets cost £7.50 
per person and will include a buffet and glass of wine. Teams of 1 to 6 
members!  For tickets, more info and to book your team table, please 
contact either Lesley Wilson on 01462 813096 or Helen Nelson on 
01462 816216. Put on your thinking caps, it will be a fun evening and 
we’d love to see you there! 

Finally, calling all our former members out there! We’d love to hear 
from anyone who used to be a member, especially if you have any old 
scripts, photos etc. Drop us an email or give us a call, it would be great 
to hear from you. 

Don’t forget our website: www.cliftondramatics.org.uk  or email: 
info@cliftondramatics.org.uk See you all soon, Helen Nelson, Secre-
tary – Clifton Dramatic Society 
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THANK YOU 
 

From Biggleswade Sandy Lions a very sincere thank you  to 
everyone who supported our sleigh runs in Biggleswade, Clifton, 
Henlow, Langford and Potton as well as our tin collections at Sains-
burys and G&M Growers, plus our annual charity dance.  Thanks to 
your kind generosity we were able to make up and distribute over 200 
Christmas parcels to the lonely and those on hard times, as well as 
having some money left over in the kitty to help us in our community 
service work during the coming year.  Again, many, many thanks to all 
of you. 
 
We are still collecting Tools for Self Reliance.  However, they have told 
us that for the time being, they no longer need gardening tools as they 
have more than enough – but, please keep the rest coming in. 
 
Our next event is our big, annual Jumble Sale at Clifton Community 
Centre on 23rd February – doors open at 1.30pm.  We look forward to 
receiving jumble and seeing you there. 
 
For more information about  Biggleswade Sandy Lions telephone  
Roger Wolburn  on 01462 814967.   

 
LIONS CARE IN THE COMMUNITY 
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The Enterprise Community – Part 2 
 

Although the launch event on 7th December was not particularly well sup-
ported, with only nine people present, the idea of bringing some more local 
income generating, or money saving, opportunities to the attention of the com-
munity seemed to meet with approval.  A number of ideas were explored 
which could form the basis of a talk and discussion over the coming months. 
Some reflected the agricultural and horticultural potential of a rural location 
such as Clifton and the loss of choice and variety resulting from the domi-
nance of the Supermarkets.  Others related to the need for an exchange of 
experience in the cost, reliability and performance of alternative energy sys-
tems, e.g. Solar Water Heaters, Wind Generators when used in this area. We 
demonstrated a new 3D TV system for home movies and 3D digital photogra-
phy plus Phantograms. 
 
It is hoped to obtain sponsorship from local businesses to cover the modest 
cost of holding these events and some of the surrounding villages have ex-
pressed interest in hosting one or more of the talks. 
 
Before attempting to organise any specific event it would be useful to have 
some indication of the potential interest in each suggested topic and to have 
your ideas on other subjects which would either be of interest to you, or to 
which you would be able to contribute your own knowledge or experience. 
The following initial list is suggested only to give an idea of the type of subject 
which may be considered:- 
 
1) Seedy Sunday.   Every February at seven towns in the south seed swap-
ping events are held to preserve heritage varieties of cottage garden crops 
with better flavour and which crop over a period, not all at once! Look up 
www.seedysunday.org. Next event 3rd February in Hove Town Hall.  Could we 
do one next year?  2) Practical Recycling: with a display of products 
made from recycled materials.  3) Valuable crops from small plots : 
Herb growing and exchange, Truffles, Saffron etc.  4) Creating a 
brand : Local speciality food products.   5) Snail Farming .  6) Crayfish 
Farming. (7) Healthcare in the community - where do NHS Direct fit in?  
8) Coprolites -could they return as organic fertiliser?  9) Licensing and 
Franchising: Protecting your ideas and making money from them. 10) Local 
Fruit – what have we got- is it used? 
 
I am grateful to Barry Livesey for chairing the first meeting and would welcome 
your comments.   
 
Brian Padgett, 32 Hitchin lane. Tel 813037 or brianpadgett@btinternet.com. 
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Do you live, work or study in  
Mid or South Bedfordshire……  

 
and have a disability, act as a Family Carer or 

have an interest in disability issues? 
 
 

From 20th February 2008 until 19th March 2008 
 you will be able to comment of how  

Mid and South Bedfordshire District Councils serve you  
 

The Disability Resource Centre is facilitating a 
questionnaire which aims to obtain views about local  
services and how they might be improved in future 

 
For advance information please call, e-mail or visit  

our website, which will have further information 
  

01582 470900 
information@drcbeds.org.ukwww.drcbeds.co.uk 

 
 

Poynters House, Poynters Road, Dunstable, Beds LU5 4TP     
Registered Charity No. 1041712          Company Limited by Guarantee No. 289800  
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Leonard Cheshire Dis ability  
Agate House, Woburn St, Ampthill Beds  MK45 2HX     

Telephone – 01525 403247 
Registered Charity No. 218186 

 
Christmas seems a long while ago now as we face the rigors of 
February – but what a wonderful time was had by all at Agate 
House, good memories! 
 
Residents and staff now seem to be settled back into their nor-
mally busy lives – plenty of visits 
to local pantomimes and trips to the theatre.  Our sincere thanks 
to all our friends and supporters for the friendship and help dur-
ing 2007. 
 
Building work is progressing steadily.  December 15th was a mo-
mentous day and quite emotional – the first phase had just been 
completed which allowed us to move ten residents into their new 
rooms.  The extra space, en suite facilities and sheer new/
modern finishes took our breath away and still continue to do so.   
Now work is well underway with the second phase that will result 
in a block of eight new en suite rooms.  I have excellent views of 
a very striking yellow digger and piles of breeze blocks from my 
office window as I write this!! 
 
The year 2008 is an important milestone for Leonard Cheshire 
Disability – we celebrate 60 years from the forming of the founda-
tion by Leonard Cheshire.   Great celebrations are planned – 
we’ll keep you informed!! 
 
So – once again, our warmest good wishes for a very happy and 
successful 2008 to everyone.  We look forward to welcoming you 
to events during the year at Agate House or if your new year 
resolution is to “do something new” – how about giving me a call 
and talk to me about becoming a volunteer. 
 

Judith Hagger, Volunteer Coordinator/, Fundraising 
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Holy Land prayers for peace 
 
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land, led by BBC Radio 4 Thought for the Day pre-
senter Revd Rob Marshall, including important visits to Christian communities, 
will take place next November (16th-25th) and is already attracting pilgrims 
from all over the country and local pilgrims are welcome. 
 
The nine day tour starts at London's Heathrow Airport and will take in many of 
the sites associated with the life of Jesus based both  in the Galilee and Jeru-
salem regions. 
 
Rob Marshall is an experienced pilgrimage leader, writer and broadcaster and 
is also a priest at St Mary Abbots, Kensington. 
 
After visiting the Lakeside churches around the Sea of Galilee the pilgrims will 
hear at first hand about what life is like for the Christian community in Naz-
areth by visiting the Anglican parish there, before going south to Jerusalem for 
a five day visit. 
 
"A highlight will undoubtedly a pilgrimage to Bethlehem where we will see how 
the Palestinian Christian community is struggling to survive but with remark-
able stoicism - and always offering a warm welcome," said Marshall this week. 
 
Brochures are available on 0845 610 6447. For further information please 
contact Rene on 0845 601 6447, rene@lightline.org.uk 
www.lightline.org.uk <http://www.lightline.org.uk/> 
 

 

Garden of Remembrance 
Memorial Wall and resting place for ashes 

 
All Saints Church have now received permission from the Dio-
cese of St Albans to create the Garden of Remembrance in the 
Churchyard adjacent to Stanford Lane. This will be a significant 
project, creating a memorial wall and resting place for the ashes 
of departed loved ones, which will be available to benefit the 
whole community.  
 
More details will follow next month, in the meantime, if you have 
any questions please contact the Rector, Mark-Aaron Tisdale. 
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All Saints Church  
On Saturday 12 January, 2008, 

in 2 hours 50 minutes   
A Peal of 5152  Changes SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR 

 
(In 3 methods : 1792 each of  Cornwall and Lessness and 1568 Bristol; 
98 changes of method and all the work of every method for each bell) 

Composed by Don Morrison 
 

1 - D Graham Hall 
2 - E Jane Sibson 
3 - Philippa M Whittington 
4 - Margaret Whiteley 
5 - Russell A Brown 
6 - Derek E Sibson (Conductor) 
7 - Martin J Whiteley 
8 - Frank W Rivett 

60th birthday compliment to Philippa Whittington  
 

 

Light in the darkness 
 
If you ventured out when Clifton was hit by the recent power 
failure, you might have noticed that while everywhere else 
was in darkness, the lights were on in the church tower. 
Those attending the church may also have noticed that the ringers 
have a brighter light to ring by. This is the result of recent work to up-
grade the electrics in the tower to increase the safety of the ringers, 
clock winders and the person who changes the flag. This work was 
jointly funded by The National Lottery through Awards for All and The 
Local Authority Liaison Forum. 
 
(Awards For All encourage organisations to use their logo where possi-
ble. You might like to consider appending one to the "Lighten our dark-
ness" bit. See  

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/logos.html#logos ) 
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February  

2 Quiet Morning in Church – Celebrity, Spin and Rock 
and Roll. 9 am – 12 noon. 

3 Church Open 2-5 pm 

6 
Ash Wednesday Service, Church, 8 pm 

WI Members Meeting 

7 Under 5’s, Church, 2.15 

21 Under 5’s, Church, 2.15 

23 
Lions Jumble Sale, 1.30, Community Centre 

School 200th Anniversary Dinner Dance 

26 Clifton Preservation Society Open Meeting, 7.30 Ch Hall 

27 Clifton Floral Art AGM 

March  

2 Church Open 2-5 pm 

5 WI AGM 

6 Under 5’s, Church, 2.15 

20 Maundy Thursday Service, Church, 8 pm 

21 Good Friday Children’s Service, 10.30 

23 Easter Day 

29 Summer Time Begins 



27 A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on 
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the 
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at:  www.clifton-beds.co.uk . 
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Date Time  Sidesperson  Reader  

27th Jan 
3 Epiphany 

8:00am Mr. M. Richardson   

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith 
& Family 

Miss. A. Smith 
1 Corinthians 1.10-18 

6:30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mrs. F. Kendall 
1 Peter 1.3-12 

3rd Feb 
Candlemass 

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. K. 
Pledger 

Mrs. F. Kendall 
Hebrews 2.14-end 

6:30pm Mrs. K. Blackmore Mrs. J. Pavey 
John 2.18-22 

6th Feb Ash 
Wednesday 

  Mr K Gray 1 Corinthians 2.20-6.10 
Mrs. C. Killick 

10th Feb 
Lent 1 

8:00am Mrs. K. Whitcher   

11:00am Mr. T. Sullivan 
Mrs. J. Wyer 

Mr. D. Killick 
Romans 5.12-19 

6:30pm Mrs. M. Cakebread Mrs. P. Rivett 
Luke 15.1-10 

17th Feb 
Lent 2 

11:00am Mr. P. Blackmore 
Mr. D. Brace 

Mr. W. Lawrence Ro-
mans 4.1-5,13-17 

6:30pm Mrs. N. Gifford Mrs. K. Blackmore 
Luke 14.27-33 

24th Feb 
Lent 3 

8:00am Mrs. P. Heath   

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. R. Wels-
ford & Family 

Mr. B. Welsford 
Romans 5.1-11 

6:30pm Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. F. Kendall 
Ephesians 6.10-20 

2nd March 
Mothering  
Sunday 

11:00am Mr. & Mrs. C. Brown Mr. B. Livesey 
2 Corinthians 1.3-7 

6:30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mr. P. Blackmore 
James 5 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 
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