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Who's who

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
The Rectory

Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

Churchwardens Chris Killick 647669
116 Shefford Road
Felicity Kendall 01767
Millow Bury Farm, Dunton 312831

Organist & Peter Maundrell 01767

Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

Church Hall Dorothy Brown 628982

Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton

Saturday Club Suzanne Stapleton 811929
11 Hilltop View, Meppershall

Headteacher, Maureen Gravel | 628444

All Saints School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

School Governors Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale 850150
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray 812820

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Parish Council Barry Livesey 811385

Chairman 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Centre Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 813520

Bookings 10 Alexander Close, Clifton

MP Constituency Office, St Michael's Close, 811992

Nadine Dorries High Street, Shefford

Councillors Tony Rogers — District & County 816305

Langford & 3 Poppy Hill, Henlow

Henlow Jon Clark

2
CIPS (Clifton Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 812514

Preservation)

cips@clifton-beds.co.uk




iy Clif€om

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 646371
47 Church Street, Clifton

Chronicles Advertising year runs May to April 811303

Advertising

Chronicles Don Gray 629690

Distribution Hitchin Lane, Clifton

Clifton Cricket Colin Weaver 812412

Club 10 Clifton House Close

Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767

Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net | 221428

Brownies 1 > Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton | 813724

Clifton

Brownies 2 ™ Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157

Clifton

Care Scheme 07817

614654

Dramatic Society Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216

Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063

Parent and Lesley 621970

Toddlers

Police Contact PC S Busby 01234
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 841212

The Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 811486
www.thewoodlands.ik.org

Providence Nick Rogers 07910

Baptist Chapel 353520

Rainbows Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125

Residents Joyce Tiney , Secretary 814902

Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton

All Scouts Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 813799
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers

Under Fives Elaine 07788

670935
Wi 816334

Katherine Edwargs




Ah, to be in love!

]T | ‘57 Birds are said to mate in February. Lovers are

% . ™ - - - - said to chose a mate in February, as well, or so
r«lp; %; goes the tradition. Perhaps, as Valentine the
JI__' -+ _ . priest of Rome or bishop of Terni (whichever you
b = prefer, really) died on 14 February, many moons
[ ﬂ ago, an obscure connection developed between

the anniversary of his martyrdom (his sacrifice
for those whom they loved) and the choosing and courting of
mates, hence the grand celebrations and general nervousness of
St. Valentine’s Day.

Well, Valentine was in love with his God, following Him through
terrible trials and tribulations, disregarding his own suffering; his
sacrifice for Christ was a living one, even unto death. He was in
love with God and His people.

Perhaps it is fitting, then, to marry the two traditions to each other
and to join them on 14 February. HAPPY (St.) VALENTINE’S
DAY! May you find in another the reason to sacrifice a little bit of
yourself for them. Love is just that, after all...a sacrifice.
Valentine (either as priest or as bishop) believed that God loved
the world so much that He had his only son, Jesus Christ,
sacrificed in our place. Valentine loved God and His people so
much that he was willing to sacrifice his own life as a witness to
that higher Love.

| pray that you come to know God'’s love for you and all His
children, in Clifton, Bedfordshire, the UK and in Haiti — a love so
strong and pure that it's worth sacrificing for, just as we each do
in our deepest and most personal relationships with each other.
So again, Happy (St.) Valentine’s Day, and Pax vobiscum, Peace
with you!

Your Rector,
Mark-Aaron+
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Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

11.00 am and 6.00 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month

Mondays

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am

Wednesdays
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Fridays

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots.
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angellé@googlemail.com
Secretary: Nick Rogers, 07910353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com
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All Saints Church
Pre-Lent Pancake Supper

@
with Licensed Bar

Church Hall, Clifton

Saturday 6th February 2010

Tickets (subject to availability) on sale at £10.00 per person from
Jim Peacock Tel: 01462 812514.

There will be a Salmon main course followed by Pancakes — or
alternatively, please state any Special Dietary / Vegetarian Re-
quirements when ordering tickets. Our speaker will give an illus-
trated presentation on his involvement in the famous “Concorde
Nose Design” which should prove extremely interesting to an
audience of both ladies and gentlemen.

CHALLENGE

The Challenge to the people, schools and churches of the Dio-
cese of St. Albans is: dare to make a difference in your lives, in
your communities and in the world by living the words of Jesus.

READ a verse from the bible each day in Lent (from 17FEB10 for
six weeks; Easter is 4APRIL10); LEARN it; PRAY about it;

DO something to make a difference; and then

SHARE what you have learned and what you have done.

To register, go online or call the Rector @ 850 150
www.challenge2010.0rg

The verses are from Luke’s Gospel and are sent via email, text,

Twitter, RSS, and will be available from the website to print off.
8

Let’'s make a difference in 2010!




All Saints PTA News

& Sﬁfﬂwg\

The Christmas Fayre was a huge success
and we all had a lot of fun on the day. A big
thank you to everyone who helped to organ- r—
ise it and of course those of you who came

to support your school and church. We

raised £2,300 which is shared between the
school and church. Thank you. Thank you

also to those companies who contributed to

the day itself:

Shuttleworth College, Oasis Beach Pool * GL14 Heath Club,
North Herts Leisure Centre, * Clifton Cuisine,

Saxon Pool and Leisure Centre * The Golden Lion,
Hitchin Swimming Centre * J.W. Baxters Butchers,

Cineworld Stevenage * Cliftonbury Farm * Monkey Bizness,
Cafe Rouge * Falcon Gymnastics * Dalchini Spice,

Mid Beds Soccer * Luton Town Football Club,

Town Garden, * EWG Valet Services * Jordans Cereals,
Wilkinson * Carrie Molloy * Morrisons * Sainsbury’s,

Usborne Books * Virgin Vie.

Boden Party update:

We raised £254 at this event back in November. Hopefully some
of you managed to bag a few bargains and had a good afternoon
of shopping.

Our next meeting will be on 24™ February at the school. We love
to see new faces at meetings so please come along if you can
help in any way. We have a very busy year ahead of us so any
help you can give is much appreciated. Visit our web page for
further information

http://www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk%omedirlpta.htm




All Saints Lower School PTA presents:-
A LADIES PAMPER NIGHT
g ;Q 7; <<,
Saturday 27 " February 2010
7.30 — 11pm at All Saints Lower School

£6.50 per ticket — includes glass of wine or soft drink and nibbles

Leave your men at home and join us to sample a variety of mini
beauty treatments/therapies available at very reasonable prices.

Go on, you deserve it!!
For further information and to book your place, please e-mail us:

H# =

CLIFTON IMPROVEMENT & PRESERVATION SOCIETY

E S ﬁ‘
3 Notice of the Ny
Annual General Meeting

ClPg cibs

Tuesday 23rd March 2010 in the
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, Clifton.
Registration from 7.30pm for 8.00 pm Meeting

New Members are Welcome

For further information please telephone either
Mr Jim Peacock (Secretary) 01462 812514 or

Mr John Whitbread (Treasurer) on 01462 811826
10




Samuel Whitbread Community
College Allotments

An opportunity for cooperation between Village and College

Several allotments are now being set up on Bedfordshire East
Schools Trust land to introduce the students to the principles of
self-sufficiency by allowing them to grow some of their own food
on the scale of the traditional allotment.

The Trust has sought the involvement of the local

~r= community in this initiative and their Chief Executive, lan
‘:'?mi Kite, has approached the Parish Council to consider what
I||

form this cooperation could take.

As you may know Bob Smith has been coordinating the local
demand for allotments with the attempts by your Parish Council
to identify areas of land that may be available use as allotments.
Local farmers have been approached, with some limited
success, and people with gardens they can no longer maintain
are now beginning to offer small areas of land for some carefully
chosen individuals to cultivate in return for a share of the crop.

But the village must also contain some former allotment holders,
who can no longer undertake the work involved, whose
knowledge and experience could be passed on to the students to
enable their early attempts at growing food to be successful. This
is essential if their interest is to be maintained.

The Trust have welcomed this suggestion and have agreed with
your Parish Council that this letter in the February edition of the
Chronicles could be used to invite any members of the local
community, with the experience of growing vegetables and/or
fruit successfully, to make initial contact with Bob Smith to take
the matter forward.

Bob Smith can be contacted pn 812336 or by email at

bob.smith@lineone.net.



Clifton Residents Association

Hi everyone

Here’s wishing you a happy and healthy new year from our committee.
Well, we nearly had a white Christmas, not like those lucky people up t
north, or perhaps unlucky if you don't like the snow!

We had our first committee meeting for the New Year and various top-
ics were discussed. We planned out our agenda for 2010, and are in-
viting residents to get in touch about any problems affecting the com-
munity

The Residents Association is not permitted to get involved with any
personal problems. This would be handled by Central Beds Council or
Clifton Parish Council. However, a couple of residents have been in
touch with some community problems that they would like to be dis-
cussed. One that is very topical, the lack of celebratory Christmas
lights in Clifton. Both had referred to the beautifully lit tree in Henlow.

Secondly, the absence of bus shelters through the village. “It seems
every where has got them except us. Why?” Don’t know, but we will
find out. Another old chestnut that keeps coming up, is the lack of
street lamps down Stockbridge road between the two villages. It was
agreed at the meeting that we will pull out all the stops to get this re-
solved. All were in agreement that this pantomime has gone on long
enough!

Our next open meeting will be on the 9th March at the church hall,
Stanford Road. We have decided to not have a guest speaker on this
occasion, but to leave the meeting open for local concerns. All will be
welcome. Oh no, as | write this, it's snowing again!!

Stay lucky, Den Fensome

Clifton Residents Association

Open Meeting
9th March—Church Hall, Stanford Road

All welcome to discuss any local concerns
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CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Central Bedfordshire Development Proposals

Proposed Travellers Site — New Road

Your Parish Council held two meetings during January to discuss Cen-
tral Bedfordshire Council’s proposals for a development at the A507
end of New Road. This had not been included in the Land Develop-
ment Framework proposals considered in 2008.

Both meetings were attended by many villagers.

A strategy for opposition using all the interested volunteers and groups
in the village was agreed, and immediate gathering of information on
present structure restrictions, school and surgery limits, traffic volume
and speeding numbers were instigated. In addition results of searches
of the Land Registry in Peterborough, for ownership records, were
checked; as were relevant records in Company’s House.

At the time of going to press Central Bedfordshire Council is rethinking
its proposals, as it has admitted to not owning the land, as previously
claimed.

Land Development Framework Proposals — New Road
Consultation documents are awaited from Central Bedfordshire on the
revised proposals for housing development at the northern end of New
Road. Your Parish Council will be consulting with villagers and the in-
terested groups as soon as it has seen the proposals.

Future information will be added to the Clifton website as and
when it is received from the Parish Council, CIPS, Residents As-
sociation, the Action Group—or indeed any other interested par-
ties or groups.

To look at information on the Clifton website:

http://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/

To send information to the website go to the website and click
on webmaster OR email:

Webmaster@cﬁ?[on—beds.co.uk
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BIGGLESWADE SANDY LIONS
MANY, MANY THANKS!

Biggleswade Sandy Lions say a very big thank you

to all who supported us and gave so generously on

our sleigh runs in Clifton, Henlow, Langford, Potton and Biggles-
wade. Our thanks are due also to those who came to our ever
popular Christmas Charity Dance with its live band and famous
tombola. Thanks to everyone who supported our tin shakes at
Asda, G&M Growers and Sainsburys.

As a result we were able to make up and distribute over 200
Christmas goodwill parcels to the lonely and those on hard times,
with some money left over to help us in our community service
work this coming year. Once again, a very sincere thank you to
all our supporters and helpers.

We are not resting on our laurels — on the 27" February we will
be holding our grand annual Jumble Sale at Clifton Community
Centre — doors open at 1:30 pm. We only hold one each year, so
it's a big one with lots of clothes, bric-a-brac, toys, jigsaws and
books — and we are collecting now — can you help please?

For more information about this and Biggleswade Sandy Lions,
call Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967. Why not come and meet
us and find out more first hand?

HELP LIONS TO HELP OTHERS

Lions Grand Annual Jumble Sale

27" February, 2010

18
Clifton Community Centre — doors open at 1:30 pm.
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CLIFTON W.I

Our last meeting in 2009 was our Annual Party,
and President Katherine welcomed everyone. Our
Committee members had decorated the church hall
with tinsel, fairy lights and Xmas greetings posters
all around to welcome our visitors from Henlow,
Langford, Stotfold, Shefford and Arlesey.

Our Christmas meal was enjoyed by all. First course prepared by
our Committee, and an excellent, varied selection of desserts
were given by our members.

To end our evening Joanne introduced “Double Take”, four har-
monic singers, Dave, Alf, Bob, and Den, who entertained us all,
our feet tapping to songs we all knew. We also joined all together
with two Christmas Carols which rounded off a very successful
evening.

Unfortunately our meeting planned to start the New Year had to
be cancelled because of the extreme snow and icy conditions.
However, Janice Daniels who was to come and demonstrate
Flower Arranging is coming to our February meeting instead.

Notice
Voting Forms for Resolutions are in the NOV/DEC issue of
W.I Life and are now to be sent direct to:
W.l House, 62 Adelaide Square
Bedford
MK40 2RW

The Resolution on flooding (NO.3) has been withdrawn as the
Government has undertaken to deal with this matter.

Anyone wishing to stand for Committee — Nominations to be re-
ceived at our February meetingplgut please ask before nominat-
ing anyone. THANK YOU



Citizens Advice

the charlty for your commiin rt)r

0) 47"

Free, confidential help from
Mid Beds Citizens Advice Bureau

Every Thursday morning from Mid Beds Citizens Advice Bureau
operate an outreach service in the Orchard Children’s Centre in
Shefford. The service offers free, confidential sessions to help
people receive the help they need on issues such as debt,
redundancy, benefits and relationship problems.

Every Thursday
9.30am-12.30pm

You don’t need to book an appointment — just turn up!

Shefford Lower School, School Lane, Shefford, SG17 5XA.
Our base is in Acorn Pre School's building between Shefford
Lower School and Robert Bloomfield School,

Access is via School Lane off the Ampthill Road
Funded by the Department for Business Enterprise & Regulatory

Reform and HM Treasury
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East Beds Model Railway Society
MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION

13th February 2010
10.30am — 5.00pm

Stratton School, Eagle Farm Road, Biggleswade
For details visit www.ebmrs.org.uk

17 layouts.
Full trade and Society support.

Wheelchair access to all areas except raised
stage in main hall.

Ample free parking.

Light refreshments available all day.
Adults £4.00, Concessions £3.00,
Children £2.00, Family (2+2) £10.00
For more information contact:
John Wakeman 01767 315783
or Dick Sulch21767 260081



GREEN SPACES AND CLIMATE CHANGE

| have been reading with interest the comments in Clifton Chronicles
about damage to land and wildlife following tree clearance in Clifton.
My husband and | are also concerned about the very real threat of in-
appropriate development in the village.

| agree with Philippa Whittington about the poor attendance at the In-
frastructure Meetings. These two meetings were well advertised and
well organised. It was extremely disappointing that so few people from
Clifton were concerned enough to give their time and views about
green spaces and infrastructure of their local community. We are fortu-
nate enough to have a Clifton Improvement & Preservation Society and
a Clifton Residents Society. Where were they on these occasions? If
we wish to enhance our village and influence future planning applica-
tions surely we must all work together!

The ‘Future of the Planet: Wilderness or Promised Land?’ was the title
of the Climate Change Conference organised by the St.Albans Diocese
in November. We were challenged to be proactive and to take positive
action about Climate Change. As individuals we need to become in-
formed, to get our thinking right and to accept a more personal and
moral responsibility for the state of our world. We were urged to sup-
port and become involved in Fairtrade both here and overseas. Justice
and support for local farmers and businesses is essential for a sustain-
able world.

Since the start of the Ecology Group in September, 2008, All Saints
Church has been working with Environmental Advisers from the
St.Albans Diocese to audit and improve energy use in the Church. We
are endeavouring also to bring awareness about local environmental
concerns to the community around Clifton. Guided tours of the Church-
yard, illustrated talks and displays about wildlife and natural history in
Clifton have taken place this year.

| wonder how many people from Clifton have written to the Chief Plan-
ning Officer to express concerns about inappropriate development of
land? Let us make this a positive opportunity to preserve and enhance
our ‘Village of the Year'. 23

Shirley Knapp



Poppy Appeal 2009

Many thanks to all those who so

generously donated to this worthy cause. £1238.

49 pence was raised within the village . As

always we are hugely grateful to all our

collectors for all the time and effort taken to achieve yet
another successful year.

Nora Gifford and Sue Kitulagoda

Energy Saving Article

My new energy saving article is inspired by the LOVE FOOD
HATE WASTE campaign. According to WRAP, the typical family
with kids bins around £680 worth of good food a year. Ouch!

If you would like Word and PDF versions of this short article with
notes, simply respond with the words FULL WORKS PLEASE.

Thanks again for giving energy saving your support. A record
157 Editors came back to me for my last offering - ‘Beat the
Credit Freeze’ — which made me feel VERY popular. Special
thanks to those of you that are sending me digital copies of
published articles. This really helps me keep track.

Finally, a belated Happy New Year,

# # #
$ % &(&")(((+

24



I have received this letter from Spurgeons to
thank us for the gifts that was taken to their
centre before Christmas. Many thanks to all who
contributed, and a big thank you to the students
from Samuel Whitbread Community College for
their contributions

Dear Gladys

| write to thank you for your very kind donation of children’s toys,
chocolates and donation of money to the Family Centre.

As you may be aware, Spurgeon’s Family Centre works in
partnershhip with Social Services, the NHS and other caring
agencies on a very wide range of projects to help the most
vulnerable and needy families in the local community. Our main
area is preventative work, to try to prevent family breakdown and
children being received into care. We also offer private and
comfortable rooms at the Centre where families can have contact
with those children already in care, run outreach family support
groups and befriending, a scheme to appoint voluntary adult
befrienders for children in care, a scheme to appoint
childminders for children with disabilities and a play care scheme
at Bedford Prison. We also run a scheme on behalf of Social
services for Young Carers, which would offer support and
information to those children caring for a disabled parent or
sibling(s).

We are focused and comimitted to further our work in areas such
as this, where we feel there is a real need. This work would not
be possible without donations from people such as yourself, and
we are always heartened when our work is remembered in this
way.

Gladys Dawson 25



Clifton Forward Planner

February

6 Pancake Supper, Church Hall,

7 Church Open, 2.00-5.00

11 Under 5’s, Church, 2-3 pm

13 Model Railway Exhibition, Stratton School, 10.30-5.00

25 Under 5’s, Church, 2-3 pm

Saturday Club, Church Hall, 2.00-4.00

2! Lions Jumble Sale, Community Centre, 1.30
March
7 Church Open, 2.00-5.00
9 Residents Association — Open Meeting, Church Hall,

20 Drama Quiz Night, Church Hall, 8.00

Concerned about planning or
other issues in the Village?

Attend the Residents Association Open Meeting on 9th

March in the Church Hall and keep an eye on the Clifton website
for up to date information. Information will be added to the Clifton
website as and when it is received from the Parish Council,
CIPS, Residents Association, the Action Group—or indeed any
other interested parties or groups.

To look at information on the Clifton website:

http://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/

To send information to the website go to the website and click
on webmaster OR email:

6
webmaster@clifton-beds.co.uk



Date Time Sidesperson/s Reader
7th February 11.00 Mr. D. K|I_I|ck Mr. [Mr. B. leesey. Reve-
B . Livesey lation 4
Mrs. F. Kendall Mat-
6.30 Mrs. K. Blackmore thew 6. 25-end
14th February 8.00 Mrs.K. Whitcher
11.00 Mrs. J. Peacock. Mr. Mrs. P. Outen.
) T. Sullivan 2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2
Mrs. J. Pavey.
6.30 Mrs. M. Cakebread John 12. 27-36a
Mr. & Mrs. K. Mr. J. Peacock. Ro-
21st February 11.00 Pledger mans 10. 8b-13
. Mrs. P. Whittington.
6.30 Mrs. N. Gifford Luke 18. 9-14
28th February 8.00 Mrs. P. Heath
11.00 Mr. & Mrs. R. Wels- [Miss F. Kendall. Luke
’ ford 13. 31-end
- Mrs. A. Sullivan. Luke
6.30 Mrs. C. Killick 14. 27-33
Mrs. J. Wyer.  Mr.|Mrs. A. Robertson. 1
7th March 11.00 P. Blackmore Corinthians 10. 1-13
27
6.30 Mr. K. Gray Mr. B. Padgett. John

1. 35-end
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