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Priest in Charge  Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale  
The Rectory 

850150 

Curate (NSM)  Caren Topley  
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton 

615499 

Churchwardens  Chris Killick  
116 Shefford Road 
Felicity Kendall 
Millow Bury Farm, Dunton 

647669 
 
01767 
312831 

Organist &  
Choirmaster  

Peter Maundrell  
24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 
314621 

PCC Treasurer  Arthur Clarke  
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon 

850220 

PCC Secretary  Jane Pavey  
14 Sears Close, Clifton 

813179 

Church Hall  
Bookings  

Dorothy Brown  
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

      

Headteacher,  
All Saints School  

Maureen Gravel l 
Fildyke Road, Meppershall 

628444 

School Governors  Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale  
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray  

850150 
812820 

School Bookings  Justine McCarthy  
All Saints School 

628444 

  

Parish Council 
Chairman  

Barry Livesey  
75 Shefford Road, Clifton 

811385 

Community Centre 
Bookings  

Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 
10 Alexander Close, Clifton 

813520 

MP 
Nadine Dorries  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close,  
High Street, Shefford  

811992 

Councillors  
Meppershall & 
Clifton  

Mr P B Carne  – District 
6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall 
Tony Rogers  – District & County 
3 Poppy Hill, Henlow 

857803 
  
816305 

CIPS (Clifton  
Preservation)  

Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 
cips@clifton-beds.co.uk 

812514 
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Chronicles Editor  Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 
47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Chronicles  
Advertising  

Advertising year runs May to April 811303 

Chronicles  
Distribution  

Don Gray  
Hitchin Lane, Clifton 

629690 

  
Biggleswade  
Gardening Club  

Mr A Gray  
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 
221428 

Brownies 1 st 
Clifton  

Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton 813724 

Brownies 2 nd 
Clifton  

Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157 

Care Scheme    07817 
614654 

Dramatic Society  Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216 
Guides  Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063 
Parent and  
Toddlers  

Lesley   621970 

Police Contact  PC S Busby  
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 

01234 
841212 

The Woodlands  Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 
www.thewoodlands.ik.org 

811486 

Providence  
Baptist Chapel  

Nick Rogers  07910 
353520 

Rainbows  Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125 
Residents  
Association  

Joyce Tiney , Secretary 
43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton 

814902 

All Scouts  Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 
Scouts,  Cubs, Beavers, Explorers 

813799 

Sunday School  
“Sunday Bunch”  

Suzanne Stapleton  
2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow 

811929 

Under Fives  Patricia  
Paulette  

850160 
629646 

WI Katherine Edwards  816334 
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Clergy Column 
Clifton Chronicles 

 
 
There are ancient cannon all over the Caribbean is-

lands. Apart from the obvious places one is even beside the 
scoreboard of the cricket ground at Roseau the capital of Domin-
ica (an idea for Clifton Cricket Club?!). But during our recent 
cruise around the area one was especially memorable. On the 
island of Aruba is a church whose front contains two things. One 
is a large poster proclaiming ‘God is Love’. The other was this 
ancient gun pointing threateningly at the village. 
 
I am sure there is a very simple explanation for why it is there, 
but I can’t for the life of me think what it is. Perhaps the position-
ing of the two things side by side says a lot about what the 
Church is for. On the one hand it is the instrument and the sym-
bol of God’s love for the world; Christian people and the Church 
must be the channels of this love and everyone must be able to 
reach out to it for compassion and help when they are in trouble. 
 
But at the same time the Church must also be threatening. Chal-
lenging whether our way of life and our way of looking at life is 
the right one. Causing us to think of deep realities that we might 
prefer not to ponder. Making us wonder whether things we can 
touch and see are ultimately of supreme value or whether there 
is more to life than that. I have no time for a comfortable Church 
and a cosy view of religion, as though it has nothing to offer to 
the 21st century world. If religion is reduced to a sentiment it may 
as well not exist. That is why that church in Aruba both amused 
and interested me. It seemed to sum up the role of the Church in 
the world, to love but also to challenge. 
 
Happy holidays! 
 
        Rev Paul Lanham 
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17MAY09   Lucy Kathleen Ruth Samuel-Burns 
 
31MAY09   Millie May Sheppard and  
    Daniel Taylor Kemp 

All Saints Church—Open times  
 

Every Monday: 10 am—12 noon 
First Sunday of every month between 2 pm and 5 pm  
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray. 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �

� ���������������������������������������������
����� ��
�

������� ������� ������� ������� ����
����!"##!"##!"##!"##� ��� ���������������������������������������� $��%�&��%�����'�����������

(#"&'(#"&'(#"&'(#"&'� ��� �������������%��������������%��������������%��������������%� �������)�����������������

(("##�(("##�(("##�(("##�� ��� *����������������*����������������*����������������*���������������� �+�����������������������������

�,"-#�,"-#�,"-#�,"-#�� ��� .������
.������
.������
.������
� ���

����

/���������/���������/���������/���������  �(#��� �(#��� �(#��� �(#��� 0000������������������������������������ �

1�����'2��3�$"('�������4�������������������5����*�� ���� � ����



6 

Providence Baptist Church – Clifton  
 
Sunday Services  
 

11.00 am and 6.00 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month 
 
Mondays  
 

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5 
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am  
 
Wednesdays  
 

Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 
Thursday’s  
 

10.30 am – coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 

Fridays  
 

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots. 
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8 
 

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angell6@googlemail.com 
 

Secretary: Nick Rogers, 07910353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com    
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CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Thanks are extended to Mr T R Cobb who has re-
signed after 12 very active years on the Parish Coun-
cil. Mr Cobb is remembered for his energetic ap-
proach as a Council member and then, later, as Chair-
man of the Highways Committee.  Inter alia, he pro-
duced the business plan for the Community Centre, 
was involved in registration of the village pond and then its up-
keep, the repair and rebuilding of the War Memorial, and worked 
for many years with the County Council and the Highways 
Agency. 
 

Meeting on 14th May 2009 
 
Election of Council and Committee Chairman 
Mr B Livesey was elected for a further year as Chairman of the 
Council.  Mr J Stevens  continues as Chairman of the Community 
Centre and Playing Fields Committee. Mr I Pacey was elected as 
the new Chairman of the Highways Committee and Mr B Padgett 
was co-opted as a member of the Council and will serve on the  
Highways and Planning Committees. 
 
General Council Items 
PC S Busby presented Clifton crime figures.  The judges for the 
Village of the Year competition would be arriving on 19th May 
2009.  Presentations were being prepared.  The results of the 
competition would be announced on 17th June 2009. 
 
Community Centre Matters 
Ongoing Projects: Two cookers were being installed; main heat-
ers switching needs replacing; anti-glare material fitting to win-
dows; purchase of Xerscape fitness equipment;  resolution of 
muddy slope by changing rooms; safety lights; installation of hot 
water system; football pitches – need for rolling; measures to 
prevent dog fouling of the playing fields;  installation of flood 
lights. 



8 

Highways Committee Topics 
War Memorial stone was still being engraved; ongoing search for 
allotments; bollards by Community Centre to prevent parking on 
the grass; numerous potholes in village roads; litter picks and in-
stallation of litter bin; seven seats around the village had been 
painted; traffic calming measures; planters replanted; bulbs in 
grass verges cut down; need to replace concrete bollards to the 
rear of the Admiral Public House. 
 
Agenda for Next Meeting on 11th June 2009 
Minutes of last meeting, matters arising, outstanding matters, 
correspondence, reports from Council committee chairmen, re-
port from Central Bedfordshire Council representative, finance, 
byelaws. Future meetings – 23rd July and 10th September. 
 
NB.  In the next few weeks, Parish Council members will be op-
erating a Speed Indication Device (SID) in an attempt to curb the 
speed of some motorists driving through the village.  The SID is 
being operated with the blessing of the local police force.  

CLIFTON IMPROVEMENT & PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
    

Wine and Cheese Evening 
Thursday 2nd July 2009  

 

In The Orangery  
The Grange, Grange Street, Clifton  

by kind permission of Mr & Mrs J Taylor 
 

Commencing at 7.00pm until 9.00pm 
There will be an opportunity for those attending to tour the gardens 

 
Entry by ticket only, purchased in advance and priced at £5.00  

 The Secretary, Mr J A Peacock, 
61 Shefford Road, Clifton. Tel: 812514 
Proceeds in aid of the Society’s funds.  
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All Saints’ VA Lower School 
 
Our Year Fours had an exciting time at Caythorpe 
PGL on their outdoor adventure weekend in May. 
This was our first time at this venue and it was so 
popular that we have already booked it for next 
year’s trip.  
 
Our year four class has been having swimming lessons at Hitchin 
Pool and the children are thoroughly enjoying it. They are grow-
ing in confidence every time they visit and improving their style 
each week.  
 
The year 3 and year 4 children are going to the RSPB reserve in 
Fowlmere in June to look at animal environments and do some 
pond dipping.  That is usually a good day out, but let’s hopes the 
weather is better than last year when we were really cold.  
 
Our school council will be attending a Values Conference on 25th 
June at Harlington Upper School. Lots of our children have been 
involved in inter-schools competitions with the Robert Bloomfield 
Sports partnership. They have done multi-sports, swimming, curl-
ing and quick cricket. In addition we will be sending two teams to 
the 5 a side football competition at Henlow Middle School.  
 
We are all very excited about going on a whole school outing to 
the seaside on 7th July. We are visiting the Sea-Life Centre at 
Hunstanton, walking along the promenade, making sand castles 
and paddling in the sea (weather permitting). Please keep your 
fingers crossed for a dry day.  We are leaving at 8.15am and re-
turning at 5.30pm. We have asked if we can use the Golden Lion 
car park for the coaches to pick up and drop off so please make 
allowances for congestion on Church Street at those times and 
avoid parking in the vicinity if possible. 
 
We have noticed that children on bikes from the village have 
been using the school grounds as a short cut when the gates are 
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open. As Woodland’s Pre-School is on the school grounds it is 
necessary for the gates to be open to allow parents/carers in to 
collect from Woodland’s. We would like to remind you that the 
school grounds are private property and not a public right of way 
for anyone. If this problem continues we will have no alternative 
than to ensure the back gate is locked and all Woodlands’ par-
ents/carers will be required to use the front entrance only after 
4.00pm. We have full support from the Woodland’s.  
.  
We break up on Friday 17th July and the children return Thursday 
3rd September. Our best wishes go to the children who are leav-
ing us for new schools and to the parents who will be moving on 
after many years of association with All Saints’. 
 
Remember there are photos of all school events on our website if 
anyone would like to view them. http://www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk 
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MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
On the 19th May, Jackie Painter came to our 
meeting and gave us a talk on “The Life of 
Elizabeth Tilley”. Elizabeth was born in 
Henlow and sailed with the Pilgrim Fathers 
in 1607 to America. Jackie dressed up in 
the style of clothes Elizabeth would have 
warn at the time. She showed us a lot of lit-

erature, including a copy of Elizabeth’s Baptism record at Henlow 
Church, and the names of all who sailed with her. The afternoon 
was enjoyed by us all, especially given the strong local associa-
tion. 
 
July 18th will be our yearly outing, this year to visit Rev, Martin 
Dawes’ garden in Biggleswade.  He has built an extensive model 
railway in his garden; this is a follow up to his visit to our meeting 
last year. 
 
Clifton Mothers’ Union meet every third Tuesday in the Church 
Hall at 2.p.m. and any visitors will receive a warn welcome. 
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Clifton Residents Association 
 

Hi everyone—Well, where did June go to? 
 
On the 9th June , we had our open meeting and was entertained 
by a presentation by Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue service on 
safety in the home. Various dangers were highlighted especially 
in the kitchen. Chip pans were a big concern for the fire service, 
as their number one hazard. Each room has it’s own dangers, 
and we were advised about the different risks in each. Time was 
spent talking about escape routes and getting the family out. 
 
The fire service can come to your home and give a fire safety 
check, and supply smoke alarms free of charge. Quite an eye 
opener! It was made to make house holders think, and it sure 
works. 
 
We also had a presentation from the central beds coordinator of 
neighbourhood watch. Her aim is for all areas to have a home 
watch scheme and she highlighted the fact of looking out for our 
neighbours and friends, especially in the holiday season. It does-
n’t take a lot of people to start a home watch scheme in any 
street or area. 
 
It was a well attended meeting and our chairman thanked both 
our guest speakers. We are still looking for committee members 
for our association, if you feel that you would like to be involved 
in any way, please give our secretary Joyce a ring on 814902 
and have a chat. 
  

Enjoy July, stay lucky,  Den Fensome 
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All Saints School PTA  
Summer Fayre Saturday 20 th June  

 
On behalf of all of us at the PTA I would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone who helped with the Fayre this year. All the hard 
work really paid off and without everyone’s huge commitment, 
creativity, time and dedication to the school it simply would not 
have happened. 
 
The PTA would also like to thank the following companies who 
donated to the fayre:- 
 

freedom photography Clifton Cuisine 
Standalone Farm Nene Valley Railway 

North Herts Leisure Centre Falcon Gym MK Dons Luton 
Town FC Mid Beds Soccer Cineworld - Stevenage 

Leighton Buzzard Railway Spring House Beauty and Holistics 
Oasis Beach Pool Saxon Pool and Leisure 
Hitchin Swimming Centre Tesco - Baldock 

Shepreth Wildlife Park Milton Keynes Superbowl 
Sainsbury’s Somerfield Morrison’s 

 
More information on the fayre can be found at the school website 
at : http://www.allsaints.beds.sch.uk/homedir/pta.htm 
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Woodlands 
 
We have had a busy term. Our theme this 
term has been jungle animals. The children 
have really enjoyed playing in our jungle 
camp and racing about on the playing field 
like jungle animals! Due to the good 
weather we have been able to have lots of our snacks and 
lunches outside which the children loved. 

Our sponsored obstacle course went well, so thank you to every-
one who sponsored the children. The funds raised will go to-
wards the new outside play equipment that we hope to get for 
September. 

We are very pleased to say that we have been granted our plan-
ning permission for the next five years. Thank you so much to 
everyone who has supported us during this difficult time. We 
could not have managed without you. 

We would like to say goodbye to all our leavers: Surena, Caitlin, 
Jack, Alex, Samuel, Casey, Amy, Joshua, Joseph, Tyler, Esme, 
Sarah, Noah and Katherine.  We wish you well as you move onto 
big school. 

Our sports day this year will be on Friday 17th July and starts at 
1.30 pm at Woodlands. After sports day we will be having our 
leavers' ceremony to which all parents, relations and friends are 
welcome. 

We would also like to remind our leavers’ parents of the dates to 
visit Robins, which are Wed 8th July at 2pm (parents to take the 
children) and Tue 30th June at 9.30am (Woodlands staff will take 
the children, so please drop your child at Woodlands at the nor-
mal time of 9.05 am, even if your child would not normally attend 
that day).  

Our start date for the new term will be Thursday 3rd Sept. We 
would like to wish you all a happy holiday and look forward to 
seeing you in September. 



21 

�����������
�������$����
���
$
����-
��
���������

��������������������������������������������������� ���

�����
����4�	�����
��
��=%����7�
�
�
�1�������������

8	
�������
��������������������
���
9�

-5�
�����7�������>�
�

-���������������������



���
�������������
���8��� ����
����9��	���
�����
�������
��
��������C������
������ �������D�

�

$�
�
������	
������3
�������
�	

����



���
����	
 �����
��������
����

��
��������6
������������������	
��� ��
���

����������������
��������
�������
�����
��
�������� �����
������������
�����
��������
���
����������
�������� ����	
D�

�

:��
����


�����������
�
�DDD  



22 

CLIFTON WI 
 

Katherine welcomed 35 members to our May meet-
ing. Iris read last meetings minutes, and matters 
arising were dealt with, followed by Treasurers Re-
port. Pat has the visit to Hitchin Lavender Fields all 
arranged for July 23rd.  
 
Unfortunately our speaker has cancelled her visit for July 1st. 
Therefore our Committee hope you will all come and enjoy a So-
cial Evening, including a quiz, Crazy Bag Whist and a chance to 
get your tickets for our Annual Bar-B-Q. in August. 
  
Tonight Linda Gransby came along and inspired us all to start 
putting our collection of photographs into albums , instead of put-
ting them away boxed up and into cupboards!! She has been a 
collector for many years, but l8 months ago she started her busi-
ness - Talks and demonstrations, and also running a Workshop. 
Long ago, apparently Mark Twain was the first person to produce 
a photograph Scrap Book. Linda pointed the need for dates, 
places, and information relating to each photograph to be in-
cluded in your Scrap Book. Use photographs that are clear and 
not boring !! also to save photographs from fading use Acid free 
ScrapBook pages. We were shown tools that Linda uses, one 
example a special gadget that cuts photos into different shapes 
ie: oval, large or small. A most interesting and enjoyable demon-
stration, and Gill Brown gave thanks to Linda on our behalf. 
  
Tea Hostesses:  Wendy Potts. Joan Presland. 
  
Comp Winners.  1. Teri Burns, Chris Simkins, Gill Brown 
      2. Joyce Smith 

  
  
Next Meeting: Social Evening. Comp. Item beginning with ' Y ' 
 

Margaret Gorringe 629843 
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CLIFTON PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP 
 
Clifton Parent and Toddler Group runs on Wednesday mornings from 9.15 to 
11.00am during term time at the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. 
There’s a warm welcome for everyone who comes along and joins in the fun – 
you’ll meet new friends, have a drink and a chat and you can let your children 
socialise with other toddlers and play with our large selection of toys and ac-
tivities. 
 
· toddlers from birth to 4 years old 
· 9.15am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time 
· refreshments for parents and children included within admission price 
· ride on toys, climbing frames and outdoor play – weather permitting 
· role play toys, soft play, play dough 
· craft table, books and puzzles 
· Admission fees:  Adults £1 each, Children 50p each  
 
There is a weekly craft event - during July the children will be creating a 
Friendship Tree and often sellers visiting as well - JD Photography 1 July. 
Once every half term a cake stall is held to raise funds for the Parent and Tod-
dler Group, our next sale will be on 15 July. At the end of each meeting is a 
lively and fun singing session.  
 

More (dirt!) on allotments. 
 
TV Channel 4 have re-launched their web site where they 
are encouraging landowners and potential allotment hold-
ers to get together.  No news for Clifton residents yet.  This site 
makes it easier to get involved www.channel4.com/landshare.   
The map is now live, there are improved search tools and better 
postcode accuracy.  They thank all who participated in the "soft-
launch" phase and for navigating through the early technical 
teething issues.   And congratulations to those who have already 
found their 'match' - there was a story of the first ever Landshare 
match on 'River Cottage, Summer's Here' (new series!) on Chan-
nel 4 on Wednesday 3 June at 8pm.  Thousands more people 
have signed up to Landshare in the last 6 weeks, with more 
Landowners and Growers joining daily. Check out the new site 
and discover the latest on what is happening near Clifton. 

Bob Smith 
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The Enterprise Community         Part 12 
Speeding the end of a recession – continued. 

 
In UK terms, the number of jobs we need to create is around 2 million al-
though experience tells us that roughly a quarter of that number of workplaces 
created in new enterprises is sufficient to generate external economic activity 
to quadruple its effect. In other words for every job created another three jobs 
are supported in the broader economy 
 
Every recession leaves resources under-utilised, human, material and capital.  
It is useful to consider how access can be obtained to those resources for new 
enterprises to begin.  In the late 70’s factory space was available following the 
closure of traditional industries in many parts of the UK.  Often whole commu-
nities were unemployed and many professionals like the lawyers, accountants 
and even bank managers were less than fully employed. 
 
At the time John Davis, who left Shell to join the economist Dr 
E.F.Schumacher, conceived the idea of creating locally based trusts to com-
bine the advice and help of those professionals with the backing of local insti-
tutions like the Council, Church, College, Trades Council and Press to give 
free support to new enterprises. 
 
Once such a Local Enterprise Trust, as he called them, was formed, John 
would seek the agreement of the organisation owning the, now empty, factory 
to lease the premises to the Trust for division into small business units.   Ini-
tially the trust would offer to pay a peppercorn rent that would grow with the 
success of the new businesses.  I took over from John Davis when the first 
eight Trusts were in operation and realised then that his initiative could speed 
the end of a recession.  With advice and support from the Trusts, the propor-
tion of early failures can be minimised and their staff can be re-employed in 
the successful growing enterprises. 
 
The number of Trusts grew rapidly to 36 which, in turn, created around 50,000 
jobs requiring more support than our small charity could provide.  Prince 
Charles, by now our Patron, had shown an interest and Business in the Com-
munity was formed, later with him as President, to develop the concept and 
eventually 300 Enterprise Agencies created ½ million jobs, (the critical number 
we require today). 
 
In the early stages, whilst such initiatives were largely voluntary, each Trust 
was the creation of its own community and was designed to answer to the 
needs of the community. We reported on the successes and circulated a 
newsletter to cross-fertilise the experience and ideas between them. Later on 
the Enterprise Agencies, now with Government backing, grew more rapidly in 



25 

number but to a common formula, centrally controlled with strict reporting on 
performance to justify ever increasing public funding.  Later they were re-
named “Business Links” and were regionally combined losing identification 
with the community which created them. 
 
Now we are again in recession and a new strategy is required. I believe it is 
beyond the experience of Government to act on a scale small enough to pro-
duce a model capable of widespread application although there are indicators 
based on both need and opportunity that lead me to believe that a re-launched 
community-based solution could be attempted.  
 
Empty factories are no longer a widely available resource since most have 
now been converted to housing or, as is the case with ERC in Shefford, de-
molished to make way for houses.  It is fortunate that, with the coming of the 
IT age, many new businesses can now be started from the home and internet 
promotion conceals this fact from their clients. I made full use of this in the 
90’s when trying to help UK industry following a long period when lack of in-
vestment in research had left it vulnerable. I set up a non-profit organisation in 
London called the Technology Exchange in 1985 and moved it to Wrest Park 
in 1989.  We persuaded research organisations in 35 countries that we could 
find industrial partners for their new developments and brought over 10,000 
offers to UK industry between 1990 and 1994 with only four full-time employ-
ees but an impressive array of consultants. 
 
The firms in difficulty today are those that have not been able to respond 
quickly enough to the change of technology or ways of doing business.  Their 
very size has made it all but impossible to change direction quickly. But this 
problem does not affect the new start-up business with low cost and flexibility. 
New businesses created during the stringent conditions of a recession will be 
poised to grow rapidly after the recession has ended. The larger organisations 
are unlikely to re-employ people until our spending power has been raised by 
improved business activity. 
 
The schools, colleges and Universities are only now realising that the market 
for their output is changing and they are discharging fully qualified people who 
are not equipped for self-employment..  Ironically the further people progress 
down the higher education route the more specialised they become and only a 
few have been able to establish businesses at the leading edge of their tech-
nology or profession. The same applies to those who have lost their jobs and 
are well aware of their own potential but have lost the cooperation of their 
partners in business or industry. 
 
There is a need to establish a local post-graduate/ post employment activity 
which can train this rich resource to identify opportunities for self employment 
or employment with those of complimentary skills and knowledge. It would 
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help them to research and evaluate the needs they seek to address and to 
compare the potential solutions to those needs in terms of cost, effectiveness 
and deliverability and the income earning potential of their own contribution 
and that of the group.  Following pilot evaluation their business plans, devel-
oped in consultation with Business Links and the Prince’s Trust, could then be 
presented for financial support.           
 
In parallel with this we should be encouraging exploration of the business op-
portunities afforded by changing technology and invite those leading the field 
to participate in discussions and demonstrations here in Clifton. It is significant 
that the impact of IT together with the need to minimise our carbon footprint is 
now leading to an economic justification for local supply to satisfy local de-
mand across a wide range of sectors including Food, Energy and Transport.  
We will examine these individually in later issues.     

 

��������	���2�
�

%
��
�������
�
������	
���� ����
�?��������
� �

�
�
�������������������

�������
�
���
�����
��.
������ �
(
��
�	
���

�

:��
.
���
����
��
���
� @:��
����*	���	���A� �����������1
����
��.���

������	
����(
��
�	
���
��

��.�����

�
��� ��
��������
����
������
��.
���������������
����
.
������

���� ����
��

��
���
�
���


������
����0
����6
����
������.
�
� �����
���
.�����

�
����
�
��
����������������
�	���
�������� 	����B*�
��������

�� �����������
����
���������
� .
�� ����������
�����
0
������
�

���������E���=�������*)>?@�?@F?F*�8��� 1 ������
��
�
����
�

��
�.
���������
��������	
����������
� 
��
����
9����
������
���� ��������G������������ ���
�

6
���
���

�����
��������
���	��
������
����
������ �������
�
��.�����������
�.�����
��$�
��������
�����?*����


� ���-�����
(��

������:�������5��
���������
��������	
���
���� ��
���
��
������������
����
��
��	�.
��
�

���������	
������
B777=�������<���
=��=�"� �



27 

The smell of the grease paint…  
 

The audience are hushed and expectant. The lights 
dim. The hall is filled with atmospheric music. Cur-
tains open to reveal scenery which hints at magic, 
intrigue and laughter… 
Back stage we are in a flurry of activity; sticking on facial hair (the 
women that is!), grappling with blusher brushes (and that’s the 
men!) and snatching last minute glimpses of our scripts (all of 
us!). 
 
Why do we do it? We are The Clifton Dramatic Society, and quite 
simply, we love it! 
Our annual pantomime is always popular, and throughout the 
rest of the year we can be found plotting and scheming for Mur-
der Mysteries or planning summer plays. Performing is our pas-
sion; however we are a versatile bunch and love to get involved 
in local events and be part of the village community. 
 
The various charity fundraising events we have held have proven 
to be very successful. We host an annual Quiz Night in March in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support and over the last two years 
have raised over £1,600 for them. 
 
We are always looking for new members to join our happy troop. 
Whether you desire to tread the boards or feel more inclined to 
have a go at the lighting or even simply want to sell tickets, make 
the teas at the interval and feel a part of it all, you are welcome 
and I can guarantee that you’ll love it too! We meet every Mon-
day evening, at Clifton Church Hall, from 8.15 – 10.00pm. 
 
For more information, call Tracy on 01462 817603 or Helen on 
01462 816216, or email us on cliftondramsoc@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Tracy Montague – Clifton Dramatic Society  
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Open Gardens - a story! 
 
Jim Peacock, who else would, rang some four weeks ago to say 
they (nice to be anonymous) were having difficulty finding Clifton 
residents who were prepared to open their garden for the 'Open 
Gardens' event. He is a good salesman and of course I agreed in 
order to help out. 
 
Well, to open your garden, at this (early) time of year, meant that 
a lot of tidying-up and weeding had to be done - in fact my gar-
den shed needed to be sorted and cleared. This reminds me of 
my time in the army. The Annual Inspection meant that all had to 
be bulled and shined - at that time you saluted anything that 
moved and painted anything that didn't. Just before one inspec-
tion we heard that the then Queen Mother, our Colonel in Chief, 
was to visit the Royal Army Medical Corps depot and rumour had 
it that she liked cabbages.  So just before her visit loads of cab-
bages were bought and 'planted' around the drill square.  Unfor-
tunatley the day she was due to arrive we were all off the Suez  
(November 1956) to create a Field Ambulance Unit. Because of 
Suez there was petrol rationing and we had to march about 20 
miles! However, by the time we reached Cyprus (by air of course 
- not marching!) it was all over and 10 hours later we returned.   
To where?   To look after the Hungarian refugees. 
 
All of this because I volunteered our garden. 
Bob Smith 
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For those of you who have children and don't know i t, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 
 
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They 
need all the help they can get. 
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BIGGLESWADE 
SANDY LIONS  

 
GEORGINA 

 
At a recent Lions convention attended by Biggleswade Sandy 
Lions there was a presentation on behalf of the Special Olym-
pics, which are for those with learning disabilities giving them 
sporting experience thereby raising their self esteem. 
 
Georgina, who has learning difficulties, addressed Convention.  
She started Special Olympics in 1984 as a gymnast, training 
twice a week.  In 1985 when 8 years old, she entered the Euro-
pean Games and won 2 silver medals.  Since then, at National, 
European and World games she has won 25 medals in all.  
Later, she switched to swimming and in 1995 retired from athlet-
ics.  Now she is on the Board of Special Olympics, a Sports Am-
bassador and a coach.  In 1989 she was nominated for BBC’s 
sports Personality of the Year. 
 
After retiring, she went to college to learn Life Skills, took level 1 
NVQ in Catering and is now an assistant chef at Oulton Park.  
She has been a winner on TV’s Ready, Steady Cook.  All this 
and she then told us that when she was very little, her parents 
were told that ‘she would be a cabbage for the rest of her life’! 
 
No wonder all Lions Clubs, including Biggleswade Sandy Lions, 
support the Special Olympics. 
 
Biggleswade Sandy Lions also feature in the Biggleswade 
Chronicle – could be under Community News  or under Town 
and Village News, either under “Lions” or Biggleswade. 
 
For more information on Biggleswade Sandy Lions telephone  
Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967.   
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July  

2 CIPS Cheese and Wine 

4 Church Fete, 2-4 pm  

5 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

6-10 MU, Wave of Prayer 

13 Drama – Captain’s Table, 7.30 

18 MU, Visit to Martin Dawes (Biggleswade) 

22 Floral Art, Outing 

23 Parish Council Meeting 

August  

2 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

3-14 Woodlands Summer Holiday Club, 8.30-4.30 

5 Toddlers Teddy Bears’ picnic, 11.30 Playing field 

September  

6 Church Open, 2-5 pm 

15 MU, Making Cards, Church Hall, 2.00 

19 Clifton Family Fun Day and Picnic  

23 Floral Art, Title: Ode to Autumn 



31 A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on 
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the 
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at:  www.clifton-beds.co.uk . 
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Date Time Sidesperson  Reader 

5th 
July 

11.00 Mr. P. Blackmore 
Mr. D. Brace 

Mrs.J.Dutson-Steinfeld 
2 Corinthians 12. 2-10 

 6.30 Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. M. Cakebread 
Romans 14. 1-17 

 12th 
July 

  8.00 Mr. J. Peacock   

11.00 Mr & Mrs C. Brown Mr. A. Good 
Ephesians 1. 3-14 

  6.30 Mrs. C. Killick Mrs. F. Kendall 
Romans 15. 14-29 

 19th 
July 

11.00 Mrs. S. Clarke 
Mrs. S. Collins 

Mr. J. Good 
Ephesians 2. 11-end 

  6.30 Mr. K. Gray Mrs. J. Pavey 
Hebrews  2. 5-end 

26th 
July 

  8.00 Mr. M. Richardson   

11.00 Mr & Mrs Welsford 
& Family 

Miss A. Smith 
Ephesians 3. 14-end 

  6.30 Mrs. K. Blackmore Mrs P. Whittington 
Hebrews 8 

 2nd 
August 

11.00 Mrs J. Cooper 
Mrs J. Dann 

Mrs M. Gorringe 
Ephesians 4. 1-16 

 6.30 Mrs. M. Cakebread 
  

Mrs A. Sullivan 
Hebrews 11. 17-31 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 
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