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Who's Who

[Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
[The Rectory

ICurate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

IChurchwardens Anne Sullivan 817491
7 Knolls Way, Clifton
Kevin Gray 812820
21 fairground Way, Clifton

[Organist & Choirmaster [Peter Maundrell 01767
24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

[Headteacher, All Saints [Maureen Gravell 628444

School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

IPCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke, 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

JPCC Secretary Jane Pavey, 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

IChurch Hall Bookings [Dorothy Brown, 628982
1 Lychmead, Clifton

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Chairman of the Parish |Barry Livesey, 811385

Council 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Judy Lanham, 813520

Centre Bookings Clerk to the Parish Council
10 Alexander Close, Clifton

INadine Dorries MP Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close,| 811992
High Street, Shefford

Councillors Mr P B Carne, - District 857803

Meppershall & Clifton |6 Hoo Rd, Meppershall
[Tony Rogers, - District and County 816305

3 Poppy Hill, Henlow




in Clifton

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden 646371
Cottage, 47 Church Street, Clifton

Chronicles Advertis- |SOLD OUT until Spring 2007—watch this

ing space

Chronicles Distribu- |Don Gray 629690

ion Hitchin Lane

[Police Contact PC Nick Battams 01234
Non-urgent Number 01234 842567 841212

IClifton Residents Joyce Tiney, Secretary 814902

Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton

IGuides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, Clifton 629063

IClifton Dramatic Helen Nelson, Secretary 816216

Society

IBrownies Mrs Sandra Ransom 813724
1 Bilberry Road, Clifton

[Rainbows Ruth Burns 622125
20 Brickle Place, Clifton

Sunday School Suzanne Stapleton 811929

“Sunday Bunch” 2 Gardeners Lane, Henlow

Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767

Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 221428

Providence Baptist  |Nick Rogers 07910

Chapel 353520

\WI Joanne Pond 629214

IClifton Care Scheme 07817

614654

[Pre-School lAnna Busby, for prospectus 851342
Mornings Only 816386

lUnder Fives Patricia 850160
Paulette 629646

Parent and Toddler




Greetings and salutations, my fellow parish-
ioners!

It is possible to categorize the recent tragedy, in the
US commonwealth of Virginia, alongside terrorist
acts of, seemingly, wanton aggression. Terrorism is
designed to get our attention. The means by which
they do that, get our attention, is through random and thus highly
unpredictable acts of violence and carnage. These acts cause
terror in our hearts, fear of the unknown, fear of death, fear of
pain, etc. The world becomes wholly inhospitable and hostile.
Likewise, the tormented soul who perpetrated premeditated mur-
der in Virginia was also seeking attention, or seeking to draw at-
tention to his plight.

Of course, it is very tragic that we cannot intervene before these
acts are committed. However, when forced to respond to terror-
iIsm or wanton aggression, we can only do so in two ways, | be-
lieve. Either we allow terrorism and these random acts of vio-
lence to rule the day or to rue it. Either we give terrorists and vio-
lent offenders the time of day by stopping everything we are do-
ing and turning to them, or we completely denude them of their
power. | would pray that we do the latter. By praying for them,
instead of being consumed by the mass media hysteria sur-
rounding these events, by praying for the perpetrators instead of
cowering and showing any fear, we shift the emphasis of power
from bad to good, stripping those who would act this way of any
power over us. We have the ability to turn to God, at these
times, rather than away from Him. If we love our enemies, we
deny them fuel for their negative fire.

Let us pray for the fallen in Virginia, for the victims’ families, the
community at large, and for the tormented soul of the assailant.
Let us also pray for the Middle East and anywhere there is the
threat of terrorism and violence, and let us pray for our enemies,
as well as our friends. In so gloing, we serve God using His
power, not the opposite. Pax! M-A+
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All Saints Church—Open times

Every Monday: 10 am—212 noon
First Sunday of every morieh between 2 pm and 5 pm
for anyone seeking a place of quiet or wishing to pray.




Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services
11.00 am and 6.30 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.

Wednesday’s
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Friday's

10.30 am — mums and tots.

7.00 pm — Friday Club for 7-11 year olds. Fun, craft, tuck and bible lessons.
8.30 pm — Teen’s Club for 12 year olds plus. Games, fun, chat and bible les-
sons.

For more details contact Nick Rogers on 01462 630159

Girl Guides of Clifton

As many of you know we have 4 thriv-

ing and happy units in our village. If
any parents would like their daughter to be put on our waiting
lists please contact the appropriate leader from below.

Rainbows
5 to 7 years and meet on Tuesdays at 4.30 - 5.30. ring Ruth on
01462 622125

1st Clifton Brownies
7 to 10/11 years and meet on Wednesdays 5.45 - 7.15. ring
Sandra on 01462 813724

2nd Clifton Brownies
7 to 10/11 years and meet on Tuesdays 5.45 - 7.00. ring Josie
on 01462 812157

1st Clifton Guides
10 to 15 and meet on Tuesdays 7.15 - 845. ring Jane on 01462
629063 6




CLIFTON
CARE SCHEME

HOME SECURITY — HAVE WE FORGOTTEN YOU?

We were told recently that one of our villagers requested a secu-
rity visit to fit door chains etc. and that we had not responded; we
have now rectified that situation and as far as we are aware we
have no outstanding requests. If any of you has an outstanding
request or wishes to make a request for home security devices to
be fitted, please ring the careline number below. Our sincere
apologies to anyone we may have missed.

LIVING WITH MEMORY PROBLEMS?

The Alzheimer’s Society is starting a social support group at The
Gardens, Henlow. This will be an informal ‘drop-in centre’ from
10am until 12.30pm every Friday commencing on the 20th April.
They aim to provide support for those living with dementia, in-
cluding their carers, and to give help and advice on accessing
other relevant services. Anyone who is interested can contact
Sarah Russell on 01234 327380 for more information.

If you need assistance to get there the Care Scheme is here to
help — just ring the number below, but please try to give us a few
days notice.

A LITTLE COURTESY - PLEASE

All our people, including phone operators, are volunteers who
give their time freely to help fellow villagers and generally enjoy a
wonderful relationship with all of the many ‘clients’ who call upon
our services.

Unfortunately, we recently had a couple of incidents where call-
ers left it until the last moment to request transport, leaving us
insufficient time to organise help. This led to the callers becoming
fairly abusive to our telephone dperators. We are not a taxi ser-
vice with personnel on standby, so we do need time to find a vol-



unteer who is free and able to fulfil a request. We help when we
can, but we do ask offenders to understand when we can not.

OUR CARELINE

If you need help or advice with anything please call us, even if
we can’t help ourselves we probably know (or can find) someone
who can. Remember we observe strict confidentiality and all our
home visitors and drivers are CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)
cleared.
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CLIFTON PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

Clifton Parent & Toddler Group runs on a Wednesday morning at the
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. There's a warm welcome for
everyone who comes along and joins in the fun - you'll meet new
friends, have a drink and a chat, you can let your children socialise with
other toddlers and play with our large selection of toys and activities.

toddlers from birth to 4 years old

9.30am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time
free refreshments for parents and children

ride on toys, trampoline, climbing frame & slide

role play toys, soft play

craft table, books and puzzles

Every week at toddlers we have the usual excellent array of toys that
the children can choose to play with. We have used the money we
have raised in 2006 to purchase four new, child-height, folding tables.
These are proving very useful at play time and snack time so a big
thankyou to all who have contributed to our fund-raising. We are al-
ways happy to receive any suggestions if parents and carers would like
to see particular toys or equipment that we haven't yet got.

We are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of chil-
dren and parents attending each week. However, we always need
more committee members. Do join us if you enjoy coming to toddlers
and feel you have a small amount of time spare to make a contribution
to our group.

You can pre-pay for your toddlers’ sessions by purchasing vouchers.
They are available in packs of ten, costing £13.50 for one child or
£18.00 for two or more children i.e. one session free.

STOP PRESS------ STOP PRESS--------- !

A table top sale in aid of toddlers is to be held Saturday the 9th June
2007 10am until 1pm at Clifton Community Centre, Whinstone Cres-
cent, Clifton. We are currently pre-selling table allocations at £7.00 per
table. We suggest goods such as nearly new items, craft produce, sec-
ond hand books, cakes and jams or jewellery as examples. Places are
limited so we request anyone who % interested contacts Sue VonWiller
on telephone number 01234 381091 as soon as possible.



Dates for your Diary:
30th May- No toddlers, half term
9th June — Table top sale
20th July- Last toddlers before summer holidays.

Clifton Pre-School, Church Hall

We provide progressive, child-centred & fun education for pre-school
children aged 2 yrs 6 mths to 4 yrs.

Open during school term only.

FREE sessions for most 3 year olds.
Low session charge for all other children.
Qualified and caring staff team.

At the start of the term we welcomed 5 new children to Pre-school.
They are enjoying themselves and have settled well into their new sur-
roundings. Julie Saggers (the Play Leader) also welcomed a new-
comer during the Easter Break. Congratulations Julie and John on the
birth of your first Granddaughter!

As some of you may know the Pre-School have been awarded a grant
to build their own premises. All Saint’s have offered the Pre-School a
site at the school and now we are all systems go!

The facility will be open to the whole community and will provide day
care for children aged 2 to 9 years old. We will provide a breakfast club
and after school club as well as holiday clubs. If you are working or
looking to return to work and have children at the school we can pro-
vide the care you need for your child. It will benefit the village of Clifton
and we are fortunate to have been awarded this grant.

The Pre-School is a non-profit making charitable organisation which is
run by volunteers. It is long standing and very well regarded throughout
Bedfordshire. We want to move forward and offer our care to the com-
munity of Clifton as a whole. To do this we need the support of Clifton!
We will not just be a Pre-School.

We need your help! Although thel§rant goes a long way towards the
cost of our new building there is still a short fall which we are required



to meet. This is where we ask the village to help. We are now fundrais-
ing in earnest and need your support in anyway possible. If you are
able to sponsor any of our events, have any fundraising ideas or are
willing to donate towards this cause we want to hear from you.

For more information please call us on 01462 816386 — mornings only
For a Prospectus & Registration Form please call Anna Busby 01462
851342

Under Fives — 2.15 pm in the Church

Come and join in with a prayer, listen to a story and sing with the musi-
cal instruments. We have craft activities including sticking, colouring
and painting. All followed by a drink and biscuit and the opportunity to
meet other children and their carers.

Please call Patricia on 850160 or Paulette on 629646 for further infor-
mation.

Dates for this term: May 3rd 2007 May 17th 2007
HALF TERM
June 21st 2007 June 7th 2007
July 5th 2007 TBA

Clifton Hundred Investment Club (CHIC)

This Club in the village of Clifton has been running for seven years.
We are currently undergoing the biggest change in membership since
we started. There is now an opportunity for us to welcome new mem-
bers.

There is a joining fee, secured by ‘investment points’ and a modest
monthly subscription. We meet once a month, usually on the first
Monday. Some of us meet at the Clifton Cuisine at 7pm on that eve-
ning followed by a business meeting at a member’s house, where the
rest of the group join us, starting at 8pm.

We can’t promise tremendous results but you can learn about the stock
market and hopefully make some money.
Please contact Bob Smith (01462) 812336



Clifton Gardens
ave June 2007

A

Following our successful Open Gardens
Event last year. Some Clifton organisa-
tions are getting together to encourage all
members of the community to contribute to the appearance of
our attractive village.

The plan is to organise groups of ‘judges’ to look at all the gar-
dens in the village just as a passer-by would. There will be gar-
dens selected from each area and these will go forward to be
judged by another group of people. | for one will have to weed
outside my wall!! Announcement of ‘winners’ and presentation of
prizes at the Fete.

If your organisation can help do get in touch. Do support all your
fellow villagers and there will be lots more details next month.

Still opportunities for organisations to join this cross village
event.

Parish Councill Residents Association
All Saints PCC Clifton Chronicles
Kathy Blackmore, 646371
53-6
7
4 B
9
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Clifton Softball Club

y Q- 0n 5 May 07, there will be a meeting to formally
» open the Clifton Softball Club. It is open to every-
\’; one, despite physical prowess or ability. Men,
Women, and teenagers are all welcome.

We hope to purchase Softball equipment to play games
shortly. In the meantime, please consider wearing proper cloth-
ing for short distance running, throwing, and to block out the sun.

For the time being, the Rector has volunteered to be the trainer
and coach. For further information, please contact him on 01462
850 150

See you there!

JOB VACANCY

Midday Supervisor

All Saints Lower School has a vacancy for a midday su-
pervisor. The hours will be 11.55 am — 1.25 pm daily.
This position could be job shared if fewer days were
preferred. If you are interested in working in the local
village school please contact the school office in person
for an application form or ring and ask for Justine on
01462 628444 for further details.

All Saintg School



CLIFTON WI

On Wednesday 4™ April in the Church Hall Joanne Pond wel-

comed 53 members and 2 visitors. Jerusalem was sung and

the minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed. Joanne
read correspondence and notices and then thanked committee mem-
bers for their hard work over the past year and each one received a
large Easter Egg. One change, however, Sally Noon, who has expertly
served as Secretary for the past 6 years now hands over to Iris Smyrk.

Mr Ken Burton was our speaker relating entertaining memaories of his
life, growing up in Pirton village in the 30's and 40’s. He was born in
1929, brought up in a house called Woodburn by relations. Sadly his
mother died when he was just a babe. From a young age he was fa-
miliar with handling horses through his uncle Harry Handscombe, who
was a farmer. In this era there was no water laid on, all water came
from a well. No flush toilets then, and all washing done in a copper
which was heated by a fire beneath, with wood collected to burn. Oil
lamps for lighting the house and candles to light you to bed. The wire-
less was the entertainment listening to ITMA on Thursday evenings!
Opposite the pond was the hairdressers, a hair cut cost 3 pence or for
6 pence you got a proper cut with scissors! The local bus called Pir-
ton-Belle was driven by Fred Watts. He drove into Hitchin and wouldn’t
leave until all his passengers were aboard for the homeward journey.
Milk was delivered by horse and cart and the four bakers in the village
all used coal ovens. Dr Willy Grellet had his medicines collected for
him from Hitchin. During the war two doodle-bugs landed in the vil-
lage, one destroying two cottages and farm buildings. Ken left school
in January 1946 and went to work away from Pirton at Wandon End
near Luton to work for R Olivers. He returned to his farming life after
18 months where he met his wife to be and got married in 1950.

Pat Kemp gave the vote of thanks for an interesting and humorous
evening. Tea hostesses were Val Brace and Joan Dann. An array of
Easter hats were displayed for this month’s competition and the winner
was Chris Byers. Kate's stall was very busy as usual. Next month’s
speaker is Mr B Woodrow OBE DL subject “PRIMROSE APPEAL.”

Next month’s competition is an jtgm beginning with the letter “B”.
Kate’s stall next month is a Bring and Buy.



Merry-Go-Round

Merry-Go-Round Opportunity Group is a

small charity based in Shefford Methodist

Church providing a safe, friendly play pro-

vision for children, as young as a few
months up to 5 years, with any special need. The special
needs range from social disadvantage and behavioural
problems to very specific disabilities such as Down Syn-
drome and Autism. Our care program is tailored to suit the
individual needs of each child.

The group has been running since 1987 and was set up to
provide for children who fell outside the range of provision
available at that time. Over the years the role has changed
very little, as very young children are still not fully catered
for in local settings, but given extra play opportunities, so-
cialising skills and stimulation, in many cases, children have
the chance to integrate fully into their mainstream provi-
sions.

Free transport is offered within a 10-mile radius of Shefford
to Merry-Go-Round for children without access to their own
transport.

The group has a great team of staff and volunteers and can
provide one to one care when necessary, but have a mini-
mum of a 1 to 3 ratio.

If you would like any more information about Merry-Go-
Round, how we could help a child you know or if you would
like to join our volunteer team, please feel free to contact
Kathy Georgiou on 01462 628813,
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MURDER, MYSTERY & INTRIGUE

There was a lot of mystery and intrigue at @he Mill House Hotel
& Riverside Restaurant© in Sharnbrook a few weeks ago as
Clifton Dramatic Society took it® Wedding Murder Mystery play
on tour, and performed in front of a packed restaurant. Actors
blackmailed, gossiped and interacted with the guests who were
invited to participate in the solving of the crimes. It was a re-
sounding success and we have been booked to go back again in
October.

Due to the success of both this event and our Summer event last
year, we are putting on another Murder Mystery Party on June
9th at Clifton Church Hall. This time it is Grandad® 100th Birth-
day Party and the whole family (together with their secrets, inse-
curities and family feuds) turn up to celebrate! The events that
follow make the T.V. village of MidsummerCseem like a sleepy
hamlet! Come along, Join in the fun and put your thinking caps
on! There will be prizes for those who successfully solve the
crimes! The party starts 7.30-8.00pm, tickets are £7.50 (£5.00
concessions) and are available from Don Brace, Lesley Wilson or
myself. This price includes buffet and a glass of wine (bottles of
wine will be available on the night for a donation) with half the
proceeds from the entire evening going to local charities. Look
out for our posters around the village for more information or visit
our website:

www.cliftondramatics.org.uk

We look forward to seeing all you budding Miss Marples@nd De-
tective Chief Inspectors on the night!

18
Helen Nelson, Secretary, Clifton Dramatic Society.
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Well, as | sit here on a beautiful

sunny April afternoon the prospect of

our redevelopment and refurbishment

seems several steps nearer. On tar-

get to start at the end of April, we are
busily underway with background work — Residents are deeply involved in
sorting through wardrobes and drawers, packing away items not likely to be
needed for the immediate future and having a good Spring Clean! Next, there
are room moves to enable the first area to be cleared and ready for the build-
ers to move in!

Today a team of Residents have been busily involved in a photo shoot, work-
ing together to produce photos to go igtg the Appeal brochure. We've had
great fun, a trip round the local Supermarket had us deep in discussions about



Ranunculas, oysters and Pinot Grigio, not to mention all the lager that took
Jeff's fancy! The photographer just clicked — never was having your photo
more enjoyable.

You'll hear plenty more in the months ahead, and we’ll be delighted to keep
you informed. But already, we do know we’re going to need extra volunteers
and friendly faces to help us to support and befriend the residents as they
cope with the inevitable disruption.  So, how about it? Please give me a call
and we’'ll discuss how you can help us and have fun at the same time.

Warmest good wishes.
Judith Hagger, Volunteer Coordinator/Fundraising  Tel. 01525 403247

THANKS TO YOU WE WON THE CUP

Fred Simms was editor of the Biggleswade Chronicle for 31

years until his retirement in 1982 when he set up the Fred

Simms Charity Cup. This is awarded to individuals or groups of people
who have served the community over a long period of time, in recogni-
tion of their work.

This trophy was presented to Biggleswade Sandy Lions at a recent
meeting. It came as a complete surprise to us. Whilst we are proud to
receive this award, we should like to thank the public at large for their
continuous and generous support, without which we wouldn’t be able
to do anything.

After the presentation, Jim Stewart, the current editor, highlighted
some of our key activities over the last year. He mentioned our 250
goodwill Christmas parcels, coach outings for the elderly and families
in difficult circumstances as well as regular transport for the stroke
club. We support Sandy Warnalarm and St John’s Hospice — you will
see us there at their Fun Day as well as at Ickwell May Day and the
Shuttleworth Steam Fayre. In addition, we continue to collect tools,
spectacles and hearing aids for the Third World and support Water Aid,
the Special Olympics and Wheelchair sports.

Once again, our grateful thanks to all of you for your sup-
port, without which we could do very little. For more infor-
mation about Biggleswage Sandy Lions telephone Roger
Wolburn on 01462 814967. WE CARE SO WE SERVE



Clifton Forward Planner

May
2 WI Church Hall, 7.45
Local Elections, Church Hall
Under Fives, Church, 2.15
5 Clifton Softball Club,
6 Church Open, 2 -5 pm
12 Spring Concert, 7.30, Church
13 Onestop closes for 2 weeks
MU, Sylvia Clarke — Patchwork
Christian Aid Quiz, Church Hall, 7.45
17 Under Fives, Church, 2.15
18 Gooper Bingo
20 Merry-Go-Round fancy dress sponsored walkathon
June
3 Church Open, 2.00 — 5.00
6 WI Church Hall, 7.45
7
9

15

Under Fives, Church, 2.15
Clifton Dramatic Society: Grandads 100" Birthday, 7.30
15 Gooper Bingo

19 MU, Members’ Afternoon
21 Under Fives, Church, 2.15
30 Church Fete, 2.00 — 4.00
July
1 Church Open, 2.00 — 5.00
4 WI Church Hall, 7.45

5 Under Fives, Church, 2.15
17 | MU, Trip Out 22
20 Gooper Bingo




Date Time Sidesperson Reader
11-:00am Mrs. S. Clarke Mrs. D. Brown
th ) Mrs. S. Collins Revelation 21.1-6
6 May
Easter 5
) - Mrs. F. Kendall
6:30pm Mrs. C. Killick Mark 15.46-16.8
8:00am Mrs. K. Whitcher
13" may 11-:00am Mrs. J. Dann Mrs. S. Collins
Easter 6 ) Mrs. S. Dawson Revelation 21.10, 22-22.5
. Mrs. J. Pavey
6:30pm Mrs. K. Blackmore Matthew 28.1-10,16-end
Mrs. L. Dawes
11:00am Mr. & Mrs. J. Good
20 May Acts 16.16-34
Easter 7
. Mr. P Stapleton
6:30pm Mr. P Stapleton Ephesians 4.7-16
8:00am Mrs. P. Heath
27" May 11:00am | Mr- & Mrs. K. Gray | Family Service
Pentecost ' & Family Romans 8.14-17
6:300m Mrs. M. Cake- Mrs. P. Rivett
~oup bread 2Corinthians 3.4-end
11:00am Mrs. F. Kendall Mrs. J. Dutson-Steinfeld
39 3 ' Mr. D. Killick Romans 5.1-5
une
Trinity .
6:30pm Mrs. N. Gifford Mrs. A. Sullivan

John 3.1-17

A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice boar@ 8 you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at: www.clifton-beds.co.uk .




'{é&’; ABOUT OUR FRIENDS

P # #3%
& #
( $#)
) *$$ & &+
! B +
# o+ %
! (/ )*$
.0 (/ S+ . Y
1 )* $
2 A *
51 $ W $H%
6 $* % +



