
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Clifton Bury Farm 

Saturday 14 October 
 
 
 

 

The Clifton 
Chronicles 

October 2023  
£ Price less, free to every home in Cl ifton  

www.clifton-beds.co.uk 

mailto:www.clifton-beds.co.uk


2 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Community Support Worker 
Vacancies in the Bedfordshire Area 

 

Car Driver Essential 
No Experience Required 

as Full training will be provided  
Opportunity to progress  
Uniform & PPE Provided  

Rates of Pay £9.50 - £11.00 
depending on experience  

Mileage Allowance  
Please contact 01234 272800 

for further details  

www.k4carebedford.com 

Advertisement Page A 
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The Clifton Chronicles 

October 2023 
 

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed 
to each of the 1650 houses in Clifton. The Chronicles is produced 
and distributed entirely by a friendly team of over 60 volunteers. 
 
There are lots of events coming up: teas in the Church Hall, a Food 
Truck Event, The Scarecrows and the Farm Run. Do participate and 
enjoy being part of our lovely community. 
 
All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general 
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the right 
to make decisions on content.  Please e-mail contributions to: 
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 
 
As always the Chronicles is available on line: www.clifton-beds.co.uk 

 
Kathy Blackmore, Editor 

 
 

 Next edition: November 2023 
 

copy by: 14th October 

Email: chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

P Contents (Alphabetic)  
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8 Care Scheme now CGNS 

6 Ministry Team Column 

36-7 Other Churches 

18, 36 Parish Council 

P Contents ctd 

33 Planning 
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9-10 Samuel Whit. Academy 

4-5 Who’s Who in Clifton 

23 WI 
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Rector  
Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, 
Clifton. rector4clifton@gmail.com 

01462 

615499 

Churchwarden Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451 

Readers Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 811303 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

Peter Maundrell,  

24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 

01767 

314621 

PCC Treasurer Philip Dawes, 58 Church Street 816074 

PCC Secretary Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451 

Church Hall 
Bookings 

Ruth and Kevin Gray 
21 Fairground Way 

812820 

Bell-ringing Cpt 
Russell Brown 
10 Arnhem Close, Shefford 

631057 

Mothers’ Union Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 629690 

Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820 
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Head-teacher Miss Rebecca Byrne 628444 

School  
Governors 

Chair: Milton Guffogg 

Vice-chair: Carol Weller 

07717 
155223 
07557 

949488  

School Bookings School Office 628444 

PTA Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com 
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Parish Council  
 

Chairman 
 

Clerk (Community 
Centre bookings) 

 

Steve Langton, 45 Church Street  
 
 

Kerri Kilby  
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk 

07721 
885672 

07547 
129038  

MP 
Nadine Dorries,  nadine.dorries.mp@parliament.uk  

 

Councillors 
Henlow, Arlesey, 
Henlow Camp & 
Stondon 

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 
Henlow SG16 6PH, 
Drew Richardson  
David Shelvey  

0300300 
8563 

 

 

Who’s Who in Clifton p1 

Continued on Page 5 

mailto:rector4clifton@gmail.com
mailto:parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Editor 
Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage, 

47 Church Street, Clifton 
646371 

Advertising 
Advertising year runs May to April 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk  
646371 

Distribution Ann Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596 
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Brownies, 
Rainbows & 
Rangers 

www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Cricket Club 

Chairman: Daniel Good   

Email: cliftonbedscc@gmail.com 

V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129 

07854 
901069 

Friends All 
Saints Church 

Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close  
k.pledger@ntlworld.com 

629020 

Football Club Jason Shacklock 816881 

Golf Society (GLS) John Wall 
07968 

303340 

Good  

Neighbours  
(CCS) 

07817 

 614654 

Guides firstcliftonguides@outlook.com     

HATS Drama 
Group 

Pete Winfield 
07971 
962411 

Langford  
Tennis Club 

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 
Contact; Paul Metcalfe 

700991 

Police Contact 
The snr community officer:  
PS Adam Sugden, Based in Biggleswade  

01234 
842531 

Providence 
Baptist Church 

cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com   

Residents 
Association 

Amy Gardiner  
CliftonRASecretary@gmail.com  

07812 
792 974 

Scouts (All ages) gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk   

Toddlers cliftontoddlers@gmail.com  

WI Sue Hyde  504335  

Woodlands 
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk  
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com  

811486 

Who’s Who in Clifton p2 

mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
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http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
mailto:CliftonRASecretary@gmail.com
mailto:gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk
mailto:www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
mailto:thewoodlands1@btconnect.com


6 

 

Dear Friends 

The Harvest season is upon us and I am grateful 
that Clifton All Saints School will be helping to 
decorate the church with Harvest gifts and they 
will help lead the singing at the Harvest Festival along with the 
Church choir.  I hope and pray we will have plenty of gifts to 
share with the Need project and the Prebend Day Centre in 
Bedford.  

Harvest is a time of reaping and sharing. As I walk around the 
farmland paths I see odd onion bulbs still on the top of the soil 
which in the past would have been gleaned by the poor. We still 
live at a time when not everyone has the same as their neighbour. 
Natural disasters, the effects of climate change, war etc. rob 
people of their homes, food and natural resources. 

St Alban’s Diocese is supporting Uganda this year and helping 
chicken farmers if you feel you would like to support this cause 
here is a link to find out more: 

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/parishsupport/growing-
community/harvest-appeal-2023/ 

Whether the need is close to home or far away 
we all have a responsibility to care and share. 
 

 Every blessing Revd Caren 

All Saints’ Church, Clifton 
From the Registers 

Christening 
 10th September   Riley 
 
Wedding 
 2nd September  Beth Graham and Alex Philpott 
 
Burial of ashes 
 14th September   Roy Bignell  

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/parishsupport/growing-community/harvest-appeal-2023/
https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/parishsupport/growing-community/harvest-appeal-2023/
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All Saints’ Church Clifton Services 
 

Sundays: 
   

11.00 am Parish Communion 1st, 3rd  

  Family Service, 2nd  

  Morning Prayer, 4th 

10.30 am  Messy Church 4th Sunday (Church Hall) 

6.30 pm Evensong, 3rd Sunday 

10.00 am Benefice Service  5th Sunday at Clifton, Haynes or  Southill  
   

Mondays:  

Toddler Church, 2nd and 4th Mondays, 2.00 pm 
  

Wednesdays:  

10.00 am  Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 

For details of church services see: https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/ 

Messy Church—October 22nd 
Church Hall, 10:30 am 

✓ Craft activities for all the family 

✓ Stories and songs 

✓ Hot lunch 

✓ No fixed cost- donations welcome 

✓ No need to book 

Come and join the fun! 
Always on 4th Sunday of the month 

Benefice Service  
Sunday 29th October 

10.00 am Clifton 

https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/


8 

 

CLIFTON GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

(CGNS) 

WHAT DO WE DO? 

Most of you who have lived in the village for a little while will 
know of our existence and probably have a good idea of what 
we do. But with a lot of new folks in the village it feels like a 
good time to let you all know exactly what that is.  

The CGNS is run by volunteers and there is a small committee 
which meets about 3/4 times a year to monitor and review our 
performance and suggest changes if and where 
needed.  Basically we aim to offer practical help to anyone 
living in Clifton. This could involve taking folk to and from 
appointments at the GP's surgery, hospital, hairdressers, 
collecting prescriptions or perhaps visiting loved ones in 
hospital or a care home. We also offer a telephone befriending 
service to anyone who might be feeling a little lonely and needs 
to hear a cheery voice at the other end of the phone. There is, 
of course, our fortnightly tea and chat sessions at the Church 
Hall (see opposite) which is extremely popular and great fun 
for both villagers and volunteers alike. 

We are always on the look out for more volunteers particularly 
drivers and phone holders. So if you have some spare time and 
are looking for a new challenge please ring the number below 
and leave your details and we will get back to you. Folk who are 
already volunteers enjoy the experience of helping others and 
giving something back to the community. 

Don't forget if you need our help just call........... 

07817 614654 

..... and one of our co-ordinators will do their best to help. And 
to assist us in meeting requests please try to give at least 24 
hours notice. 
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CGNS Tea & Chat on Wednesdays 
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, 2.00 - 4.00 

 

 11th October 
 25th October 
 8th November 

 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month 

For help with transport ring: 07817 614654 

Clifton WI 
 
Well ladies, what a treat our afternoon with Jo, 
from Discolicious turned out to be. Jo gave us an 
insight into the start of her career to her current 
business, together with recipes and ideas on using  local grown 
seasonal vegetables. Thank you Jo for a great afternoon along with 
all the delicious food we got to taste. 
 
October 4th brings us a tale of “derring-do”. Local author David Daker 
will be relating the exploits of Squadron Leader Victor Ekins DFC. We 
are looking forward to this event, it promises to be an enthralling tale. 
Just to confirm visitors are welcome. 

 
In November our meeting will be on the 1st when 
Clifton WI enters its next century: it is the month of our 
101st Birthday!  
 

It will be an afternoon of fashion with designer Amanda 
Sutherland. There will be items for sale, thinking ahead, 
possibly Christmas gifts? Tea ladies: Pat Pollendine, 
Louis Mullen and Janice Flaherty. Visitors welcome.  
 
Meetings 2.00-4.00 pm at the Community Centre, visitors are always 
welcome. 
 

Lesley 01462 231657. 
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Clifton Neighbourhood Plan   
 

It has been a while since the last Neighbourhood Plan 
bulletin was published in The Chronicles. Sorry. 
Nevertheless, behind the scenes things have still been 
marching onwards, albeit not quite as swiftly as we 
would have liked. So, here’s the news: 

Following our consultation last year, all the residents’ comments have 
been considered, (yes, all 266 of them), and where appropriate they 
have been incorporated into our Plan. 

We then applied for a grant to pay for an independent examiner to look at 
our plan and decide if it was sound. The grant took a while longer than 
we had expected to come through. Quite a while in fact, long enough to 
come through when we were within a whisker of paying for it ourselves. 

The “Health Check”, (which is what it is called), came back a couple of 
weeks later and despite being 20 pages long, was mostly positive but 
also contained suggested ways we could improve our chances of getting 
it through the official examination. This is what we are working on now. It 
will take a little time because it is important to ensure that changing one 
small part of the Plan doesn’t affect another part. 

After this, the next stage is for it to be put out to a further consultation by 
CBC, before we appoint an examiner who will be chosen from a shortlist 
of three suitably qualified independent people.  

Then we wait whilst the examiner thoroughly checks the Plan for flaws.… 
(This is a big job, so it may take some while!) 

Assuming the examination is successful and only minor changes 
required, a formal referendum will be held. This will be your final say on 
whether the Plan is to be adopted and thus form part of the local 
planning process. 

A simple majority vote will decide the outcome. 

Our website address has changed and we can now be found on Clifton 
Parish Council’s new website: 

www.cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk  

or you can call us on 07711 687456.  

Our email address is still planforclifton@gmail.com 

Thank you from your Neighbourhood Plan team! 
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Advertisement Page B 

Contact:  Pam Rogers 
                 01462 811496 
                 07733 943246 
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Clare Price  
—THERAPIES— 

 

Swedish & Deep Tissue  

Massage: £30 

Indian Head; Back, Neck & 

Shoulders Massage: £22 

Ear Candling; Gel Nails: £22 

Gift Vouchers available 

O775 262 2269 
clarenorman1@hotmail.com  

 

  

   

PETER H WRIGHT 

&SON 
(Plumbing & Heating Limited) 

 

Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel & 

Solar Installations 
 

‘Glenmore’, New Road, Clifton 
Tel: 01462 814623 

Advertisement Page C 

Plumbing  

Kitche n Refurbishment s  

Bathr oom Refurbishment s  

Painting  

Tiling  

General Maintenance  

 

Contact J ohn on 07 795 432607  

jdspr opertyservices@hotmail.com  

Tel:01462
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Advertisement Page E 

07950 717555 

• Clifton based, available 7 days a week 

• Over 25 years industry experience 

• Advertising on Rightmove, Zoopla and 

Prime Location 

• Personal service from start to finish 

• Free residential and probate valuations 

Call Chris on 07468 48 88 18 
or visit chrismacsweeney.exp.uk.com 

Chris MacSweeney—Personal Estate Agent 



15 

 

All Saints’ Church Clifton   

Let there be Light 
 
Our church is floodlit at night as part of our 
efforts to keep our building safe and secure. To 
help us to meet escalating costs we are offering 
people the opportunity to celebrate a special occasion or commemorate 
a loved one’s anniversary by sponsoring the floodlighting.  
 
Just give us the month or months in which you wish to sponsor, your 
name and the dedication which can include a specific date. If you wish to 
remain anonymous and don’t wish to give a dedication that is fine too. 
Your chosen donation can be made annually or as a one-off. Details of 
each month’s sponsorship will be published in the Clifton Chronicles and 
on the church pew sheet.  
 
To mark your special occasion in this way please and help us keep our 
church safe contact: benefice.admin@clifton-beds.co.uk 
 

 
Church Floodlighting Sponsors for October 

Month Sponsor Dedication 

October Not published 
In loving memory of Kevin 

Barry Kilby. 

Poppy Appeal 2023 
 

The Poppy Appeal will officially start on 26th 
October. We plan to sell poppies in Clifton 
outside the Tesco local shop on the weekends 
following this date to Remembrance Sunday. 

Would anyone like to come and join our team of volunteers in selling 
poppies for this worthwhile cause? We man the stall in shifts - mostly 
an hour at a time. If you can give up an hour of your time to come 
and help, please contact me on 01462 632754 or 07778429766. 

Many thanks, Denise Panton  

mailto:benefice.admin@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Churchyard Working Parties 

 

This year we are repeating our new approach! We are going to 

have regular Working Parties on the morning of the second 

Saturday of each month between March and October.  
 

Final date for 2023: 
 

7th October 

9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Do come along to help, bring tools if you can, 

enjoy working together and refreshments will 
be served! 

 
Our churchyard is a place of quiet contemplation for many 

people who come just to ‘be’ or to remember loved ones, your 

help is invaluable in providing them with the peaceful space 
they seek, thank you. 

Clifton Walking Group  
 

The Clifton Walking Group is a friendly bunch of local 
people who like to walk in the local area and chat along 
the way. We go out most days for about an hour, and 
once a month do a longer route of about 6 to 8 miles. We 
also arrange social events over the year which has been 
rather limited of late, but as restrictions are lifted we will organise more 
of these. 
 

If anyone is interested in joining us please contact Suzanne on: 
 ionssuzanne@gmail.com or 07933 709006 

mailto:ionssuzanne@gmail.com
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Year 11 & Year 13 students at Samuel Whitbread 
Academy celebrated a great set of GCSE, A Level and 
BTEC results in the summer. The results this year were 
more in line with the 2019 grade boundaries, as is the 
trend nationally, and represent a suitable reward for all 
the students’ hard work and dedication. 
 
This year there were a number of individual success stories at the 
academy with numerous GCSE grade 9s. These include Nadia Ahmed, 
Daniel Batchelet, Nathan Cant, Jack Sharp and Andy Zheng who 
between them managed to gain 40 grade 9s, a Distinction Star in BTEC 
Media, as well as four grade As and a B in Further Maths. There was a 
similar strong performance from the students studying BTEC awards this 
year, with 20 students achieving a Distinction Star in Engineering, 
Enterprise, ICT, Media, Sport or Health & Social. I am really proud of this 
year group; they have been through a lot over the last few years and 
they have come out the other side with a great set of results, through a 
lot of hard work and determination. Whether they are staying on in the 
sixth form, going to college or starting an apprenticeship – I wish them all 
the luck in the world. 
 
There were also a number of individual Sixth Form success stories, with 
numerous A Level A* and A grades, including Head Student Amy 
Hutchinson, with two A*s and two As, who is off to study Law at the 
University of York, and Louie Burgess, with three A*s and an A, who will 
be embarking on an Open University degree in maths, whilst starting 
work. There was a similar strong performance from the students 
studying BTEC awards this year, in Applied Science, Business, 
Engineering, Health and Social Care, ICT, Music Tech, Performing Arts, 
Media and Sport, including Sam Edwards who achieved a Triple 
Distinction* and is off to the University of Bath to study Sports Coaching. 
This year group have been amazing role models for all of the students at 
Samuel Whitbread. As well as achieving a great set of exam results, 
they have also taken part in numerous school productions, such as the 
recent performance of Les Misérables, and performed at a national level 
in several different sports, including football, rugby and netball. 
 

Nick Martin, Principal 
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Scarecrow Festival  

 

A massive thank you to everyone who came to our Scarecrow Festival 
over the weekend we hope you've all had a lovely time walking round 
our village. A massive well done to all those of you who made a 
scarecrow they all looked amazing. We would like to announce the 
winners: 

Adult Category: 

1st Place = The Lion King (£50) 

2nd Place = Extreme Ski-Crow (£30) 

3rd Place = Drink up me hearties, yo-ho (£20)  

Child Category: 

1st Place = Little Mermaid (£30) 

2nd Place = Bee Behiving Badly(£20) 

3rd Place = The Child (£10) 

The Scores 
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Clifton Bury Farm 

Saturday 14 October 
Entry forms on-line & from Baxters 

 

5k & 3k routes 
Off-road (tracks/grass) 

 

Start Times: 5k—12.00 / 3k - 12.05 

₤10 adult / ₤5 junior / £25 family ticket 

Refreshments available 
 

Entry forms and rules see website: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk 

Email: Farmrun2023@clifton-beds.co.uk 

 

Profits: Clifton All Saints’ Church & All Saints’ PTA 

Clifton 
Bury 
Farm 

mailto:www.clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:Farmrun2023@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Christmas Toy Appeal  

Salvation Army, Stotfold 
All Saints Church Clifton is again supporting the 
Salvation Army Stotfold’s Christmas Toy Appeal. 
This is a very worthwhile cause to support less 
fortunate children in our area.  

Gifts are requested for children from birth to 16 years. There is 
guidance on the Salvation Army’s website as to suitable ideas but 
presents should be: brand new, unwrapped and any toiletries should 
ensure non allergic ingredients if possible. 

Donations may be left in church any:  

Sunday or Monday between 10-12 noon 

Last date for donations is Sunday November 26th.  
Thank you.  

Light Up Clifton 2023 

2nd December: 4.00-7.00 pm 
 

It’s back! Just a couple of months before the Light Up 
Clifton crowd close the roads near to the duckpond and 
the village starts to enjoy its first taste of Christmas. The 
date for your diary is December 2nd 4.00pm until 7.00pm. 
This year it is planned to be bigger, brighter, busier, and 
basically bursting with brilliant things to do. 
 

 Santa will be there of course – free to children 

 More games to play – free to children of all ages 

 Live music – free to listen to. (thanks to John at The Admiral) 

 Countdown to the tree lighting at 5.00pm – free to chant along with 

 Carol singers from All Saints Academy – free to enjoy. 

 Singing from Samuel Whitbread Academy students – free to gasp at 
their professionalism 

 Food and drink from The Admiral, together with grub, hot drinks and 
Christmas gifts from lots and lots of stalls 

What’s not to like? We look forward to seeing you there.  

Merry Christmas! 
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Can you help Clifton Parish Council to reduce traffic speeds at school 
times and help us get further road safety measures in our village? 
Concerns with regard Road Safety are regularly raised with us. In 
previous years Clifton had its own volunteer Speed Watch group which 
provided data that was used to help the Parish Council secure the 
20mph scheme introduced around Samual Whitbread Academy and also 
the 20mph scheme in New Road and the traffic calming tables there. 
 

We no longer have our own group but have been invited to 
join a joint Speed Watch scheme with Langford and Henlow 
villages. Group members will monitor traffic speed at key 
locations and report speeding vehicles registration numbers 
to Bedfordshire Police. You will be trained in how to safely 
operate the equipment and asked to undertake a few short 
sessions (30/45 minutes) each week when you are available. 
For safety reasons sessions are not run in inclement weather!  
 

If you feel you could help or would like further information please contact 
Kerri our Parish Clerk at “parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk” and she will 
coordinate with the joint group to help get you involved. 
 

Steve Langton Chairman, 07721 885672 

Pilates in Clifton 
 

Are you an older adult looking to improve your overall health, increase 
your mobility, improve your balance and  build your strength? If so you 
will find my Pilates class absolutely fits the bill.  
 

The class is one hour long with around 15 minutes standing and then the 
rest on the floor. You do need to be able to get up and down from the 
floor but there is never any hurry! We are a very friendly group and you'll 
fit in quickly. It's also a good way to meet new people. 
 

Pilates, Mondays at 9.15am 
FREE trial class and then £50 for 8 weeks 

Clifton Community Centre 
 

So why not contact me to book your free trial 
session?  Tessa Chiswell 07787 970810 

mailto:parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Meet the  

Henlow Singers 

We need your voice! 
The Henlow Singers are actively seeking more members of all ages, 
abilities and voice parts. You do not have to be able to read music, but it 
would be an advantage, and there is no audition required, just come and 
try us out! You may not have sung for a while and feel ‘rusty’, but singing 
is good for the soul, makes you happy and is great exercise. You also do 
not have to live in Henlow, as we have members from several of the 
surrounding villages and towns, and lifts can be arranged. 

We are a very friendly community (not church) group, who sing mostly 
classical and sacred choral music, and rehearsals are fun, relaxing and 
social.  

Rehearsals are every Monday from 7:30 - 9:00pm in Saint Mary's 
Church, Henlow SG16 6AN, beginning again on the 4th of September 
2023, but you can join in the following couple of weeks from then. We 
perform twice per year in the same church: a Christmas concert this year 
on 8th or 15th of December (TBC) and a Spring concert on 22nd of March 
2024, after which we break up for the summer. We also sometimes sing 
Christmas Carols at Jordan’s Mill one afternoon in December. We would 
love to see you there as a member or in the audience. 

Please contact Mrs Beth Hutton, music director at 
bhutton966@gmail.com or on 07891 504994 as soon as 
possible if you are interested in joining the Henlow 
Singers, so that we know how many singers to expect. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

Joyce Marchant 

11 Clifton Park SG17 5SJ 

Light Alterations 
07864 682452 

01462 339574 
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   Home Comforts 

Clifton Based Cat Sitter 

Animal First Aid Trained & Insured 

16 years RSPCA Experience 

Call Kate on 07958 - 790044 

Web: pethomecomforts.co.uk 

Advertisement Page F 

 
 

To advertise in this space contact: 
 

The Editor 
 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 
 

01462 646371 



24 

 

  

 

 

Advertisement Page G 
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JW BAXTER    

High class family butcher 01462 812263  

 

 Free range Pork 

 English Beef, Lamb, Poultry & Game  

 Award winning Sausages 

 Large range of Meats & Packs, both for BBQs & Freezing  

 Home made Pies, Fruit Pies & Cakes  

 Fresh local seasonal Vegetables 

 A carefully selected range of Cheeses, Cooked Meats, Preserves 
& Pate 

Local Deliveries available 

Advertisement Page H 
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Chiropodist 
 

Graeme Harley 
M.S.S.CH  M.B.CH.A 

 
Home Visits 

 
H.P.C. Registered 

No. CH23479 

 
15 New Street 

Shefford 

Tel: 01462 630356 

Mob: 0773 910 1396 

Advertisement Page I 

 
 
 
 
 

No Fuss, No Mess, No Harsh Chemicals 
We clean and repair all makes of Ovens,  
Ranges, Hobs, Microwaves and BBQ’s 

 

Call Chris on 
07878 444559  

or 07954 300043 
E: info@ovencleanandrepair.co.uk 

www.ovencleanandrepair.co.uk 

Friendly and Reliable service 
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Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity is 70!  

Platinum Ball  

Friday 3rd November 
 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (Beds RCC) is the leading 
community development agency working across Bedfordshire, with 
a proven track record built over the past 70 years.  

Beds RCC was originally set up in 1953 as part of the Rural Community 
Councils set up across the United Kingdom. During the first three years, 
they became associated with many social aspects of rural life – such as 
playgrounds and playing fields; clubs and services for the elderly; village 
halls and Parish Councils – which promoted improvements to their local 
communities. Many of this work still continues today, alongside new 
projects and services which have evolved over the years. 

Over the past 70 years, both past and current staff and volunteers here 
have been an integral part of improving the lives of those living in 
Bedfordshire. Beds RCC’s projects and services benefit local 
communities in areas such as rural development, wellbeing, and 
community transport. The charity also owns two non-profit businesses:  

Ridgmont Station Heritage Centre and Tea Room &  

Warden Abbey Community Vineyard. 

The Platinum Ball is Beds RCC’s main celebratory event of the year and 
will be held at The Bedford Swan Hotel, overlooking the River Great 
Ouse.  

There are limited tickets available, so book 
your ticket soon to ensure you get a space.  

Tickets are £85 per person and include a 
drinks reception, three course dinner, after 

dinner entertainment, DJ, silent auction 
and raffle.  

Purchase your ticket here:  

www.bedsrcc.org.uk/ball 

https://bedsrcc.org.uk/ball/
https://ridgmontheritage.org.uk/
https://wardenvineyard.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Kathy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MD9C3YUJ/www.bedsrcc.org.uk/ball
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Clifton Planning Applications Update  
Central Beds Decisions at 12th September 2023 

 

CB/23/02831/FULL – 28th August – 32, Clifton Road, SG17 
5AE. New storage building and parking layout. Awaiting Decision. 
 

CB/23/02568/FULL 2nd August – 16, Spring Road, SG17 5RE. Single 
storey rear extension. Awaiting Decision.  
 

CB/23/02323/FULL – 13th July – 35, Church Street, SG17 5ET. Single 
storey rear extension. Decided. 
 

CB/23/01992/FULL – 16th June – 174, Clifton Road, SG17 5AH. 
Erection of 2 single storey dwellings. Awaiting Decision. 
 

CB/23/01902/FULL – 8th  June – 64, Church Street, SG17 5EY. Two 
storey side extension. Decided. 
 

CB/23/01344/FULL – 26th April – 39, Shefford Road, SG17 5RO. New 
bungalow at rear of land. Awaiting Decision. 
 

CB/22/03825/FULL – 29th September – Railway Steamer SG17 5AH. 
Demolition of existing building. Erection of single retail unit with front 
parking. Awaiting decision. 

Tony Hyde – Clifton Residents’ Association 

Act of Remembrance 

War Memorial 10.45 am 

12th November, 2023 
 

Followed by a Service of 
Remembrance in church 

 
Come and join us as we remember 

the fallen of our village.  



29 

 

World Mental Health Day 

Tuesday 10th October  
 

Every year 10th October marks World Mental 
Health Day to raise awareness of mental health, 
drive positive change and encourage 
discussions about looking after our mental 
health. This year the theme is ‘Mental Health is 
a universal human right’.   

At Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity, 
we have a number of services that can help 
those feeling isolated and alone or struggling 
with their mental health. 

If you feel you need one-to-one support, our Social Prescribing 
service can help. Our team of Community Wellbeing Champions help 
people take control of their health and wellbeing and help people to 
connect with their local community, improve physical activity, and 
empower them to make decisions to support their health.  

We have a range of Green Social Prescribing activities and courses 
available that are free to attend and help people to spend time in 
nature and look after their wellbeing.  

Our Community Agents make home visits to older people living in 
towns and villages across Bedfordshire to help them with free 
support and assistance. Our Good Neighbour scheme supports 
groups to provide a ‘safety net’ for their local area, responding to 
requests from residents in need of a bit of extra help. We also 
provide wellbeing walks which are free and open to all.  

There are also many online resources available if you or someone you 
know needs support: 

MIND 

You can access lots of information on the MIND website, including tips 
for everyday living with mental health and for staying well at work. 

Visit the MIND website (www.mind.org.uk) to find out more about looking 
after your mental health, the local support available and about World 
Mental Health Day. 

(Continued on page 30) 

http://www.mind.org.uk
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Crime Statistics for August 2023 
 

 ASSAULT WITH INJURY 
  02/08/2023 Miles Drive 
  24/08/2023 Haycock Gardens 
 
 MALICIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
  03/08/2023 Undisclosed 
 
 BLACKMAIL 
  04/08/2023 Undisclosed 
 
 ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY 
  06/08/2023 Harwood Lane 
 
 OTHER THEFT 
  27/08/2023 Harwood Lane 
 
 SEXUAL 
  27/08/2023 Undisclosed 
 
 PUBLIC FEAR ALARM OR DISTRESS 
  30/08/2023 Broad Street 

Samaritans 

If you feel like you need to talk to someone, you can contact the 
Samaritans. Call 116 123 any time, from any phone for FREE. Find out 
more: www.samaritans.org 

Mental Health Foundation 

The Mental Health Foundation website has some tips on talking about 
your mental health, and talking to others about their mental health so you 
can have useful conversations and help each other. Visit 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk for more information. 

 
Find out more about Bedfordshire Rural Communities 
Charity and the ways we can help people struggling 

with their mental health at www.bedsrcc.org.uk  
or call us on 01234 838771. 

 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 

http://www.samaritans.org
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk
http://www.bedsrcc.org.uk
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 'That's The Spirit’  
HATS Drama Group 

 
'That's The Spirit’ is the title of HATS new play, 
to be staged at Meppershall Village Theatre on 
September 29 & 30th, and October 1st at 7.30 pm (the bar opens 
at 7pm). Directed by Bridgette Whittaker and Produced by Beth 
Moore. 
 

Berrnie and his sister Harriet, are trying to sell off their dilapidated 
family mansion, but the discovery of a surprise in the cellar, and 
the subsequent appearance of one of their old maids, throws a 
spanner in the works!  Can they get their house ready for sale 
without alerting their fey sister Emily, sly council official Jones or 
nosy neighbour Miss Potts? 

We know you loved our panto Robinson Crusoe, and the murder 
mystery evening, Murder Afloat, so we are sure you won't want to 
miss this fast paced farce with plenty of comedy and a little 
haunting along the way! 

So, book NOW online at: 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama or  

phone 0333 666 3366 (note booking fees apply).' 

Hitchin & Letchworth RSPB Local Group  
 

Hitchin & Letchworth RSPB Group  
have a great talk coming up: 

 

Friday 6th October, 7.30 pm  

‘Wild Britain’ by Tom Mason 
 

Tom is one of our best professional wildlife photographers and he 
will focus on his work in the UK.  

The Settlement, Letchworth, SG6 4UB, visitors welcome, £4. 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 
Sunday Services 
*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3rd Sunday in the 
month. 
*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the 
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton. 
 

Mondays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church 
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church 
 

Wednesdays (term time) 
Coffeepot 12.00 noon - 1.30 pm at the Church 
 

Fridays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church  

 

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk 
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com 

 

 

Clifton Community Centre 

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped 
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on 
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to 
use this hall see: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre 

To check availability and make a booking, please contact: 

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk  

Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or 

Kevin Warren on 07546 239784 

Booking forms and conditions of hire can be  
downloaded from the website. 

http://www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 

 

St Francis of Assisi,  
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford 
  

 Father   Canon Bennie Noonan 813436 

 Deacon   Rev Peter Hyde   711702 

 Parish Secretary Rose Boulton   811547 

         

Sunday Services 

St Francis   9.00 am 5.15 pm 

 

Saturday Service 

St Francis   11.00 am 

 
Shefford Methodist Church 

 
Minister:  Revd Lorna Valentine  813284 
 

Bookings: Chris & Peter  815069 
 

 Sunday Service 
 

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche  
facilities & refreshments afterwards. 
 

Other activities see the notice-board & 
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk  
 

 
Salvation Army, Stotfold 
 
Church Leaders:  Captains Adrian & Gemma Allen 
 
Contact:    01462-731072 
 
Sunday Services:  10.30 am    



34 

 

 Alphabetic Index of Advertisers May 2020 
Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets 

Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them 

Page Business Name Page Business Name 

I AG Plumbing Services (Shefford) D James Bonfield Carpentry & Construction 

E Angelina Wells Photography D James Cullip Decorating & Maintenance 

K ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd C JDS Property Maintenance Services 

D Carrie Molloy Beauty Therapist J Julian Biggs Chimney Sweeping & Stove 
Installation 

J Chris Jones Property Services A K4 Care Bedford Ltd 

F 
Chris Lawrence-Construction 
Consultant 

H Leeds Painting and Decorating 

E 
Chris MacSweeney, Personal Estate 
Agent 

F Local Locksmith 

C Clare Price Therapies B Lucas, Huntley & Co 

I Comer Construction Services C Marc Dellar Gardening Services 

K Courtland Services Partnership B Martin Roe Painting & Decorating 

J D P Building & Plastering Services B Music Lessons 

H Dr. Lawnmowers C Neville Funerals 

E Dynamic Theatre Dance School I Oven Clean & Repair 

D E. H. Crouch Funeral Directors C 
Peter H Wright & Son (Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd) 

C Foot Health Professional F P J Coles—Upholstery 

G G & S Services Property Maintenance G RDG Plumbing & Heating Services 

H George Alexander Living Spaces A Shefford Dental Surgery 

G Get Fit With Tessa J Soanes Electrical Limited 

I Graeme Harley Chiropodist B Stefan Baltruschat Plasterwork 

G Hing Opticians F Stephen J Nott - Electrical Contractor 

F Home Comforts Pet Services D The Carpet Cleaner 

E I R Quince Monumental Mason Ltd A The Peacock Café 

K J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer B The White Rooms 

H J W Baxter Family Butcher A W&H Peacock Auctioneers 
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ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd 
EST 2004 

 

All building work undertaken 

Property Maintenance & refurbishments, Kitchens & Bathrooms 

All trades covered, free estimates & advice 

Fully insured & references supplied upon request 

Friendly and professional service 
 

Office 01462 624152 Mobile 07979 865527 
Email asb247@btinternet.com 

Web www.asb24-7.co.uk 

Advertisement Page K 

We cover Domestic and Commercial Plumbing and Heating work 
 

Boiler installation, servicing and repairs. 

Underfloor Heating Installation, servicing and repairs. 

General Plumbing and Heating repairs and servicing. 
 

Contact: info@jchildplumbing.co.uk 

01462 413413 

mailto:asb24-7@ntlworld.com

